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ADVERTISEMENT.” 
TO character in the literary wi 


5 age been fought | after with fuch avi- 
diy as the writings of him who is 
the ſubject of the following Memoirs, 


They were publiſhed a op months „ 
ago in French, and met with fue a 

| reception on ther © ontinent, as coun. {5 

not fail to encourage the Publiſher t“ 
expect an equal welcome for chem 7 = mR 


from the a reader. 


"2 contents very. evideaty 2 © = 
from what channel they yas have 


flowed, and leave the Publiſher no 
room to ſay any thing in proof of _ 


their authenticity, Indeed we have 


never heard it once doubted by any 


one who has read the work.” 


Beſide this Anecdotes, which muſt 


prove * to the moſt indif- 


ferent 


'is fo univerfally known, nor & 
hi the Works of any writer of an 
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ell. lo 2pi0v. 301 Dos Acoyonthw ne 
1 2 . the ſubzech ol 
which is a literary man, we ſhall enden. 
vour to avoid every thing which! may not 
in ſume : degree teud to the advantage of 
letters, and particularly make it our care 
to advance nothing, except on the auth 
rity of original papers. No uſd ſhali he 
made of the almoſt innumerable ſatiteg 
and» panegyrics which have been publiſ- 
ed, unleſs they are found to be 7 7872 - 
by faftk:propetly authenticated. 
Some fix the birth of e 
VorrAlkE to the zeœth of February, 
others to the acth of November, 26935! 
| 152 — extaht n of him n 


. 


WL IL "Wi = He 


P 
* 


TY oo that having burn ſprinkled by 
the midwife, the full ceremony of bap- 


4 own writings, and the yoice of the 
lie, that at twelve: years of J 
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He has ſeveral _times told — that. at 


1 was put off for ſeveral months. 

| Aithopgh I think pothing is more. ĩuſi - 
pid than the details of infancy, and the 
time ſpent at ſchools, yet it $a. to be 
mentioned, from the authority of his 


written ſome verſes that appeared td be 
ſuperior to what could have been ex- 
pected ſo early in liſe, he was introduced 


to the celebrated. Nindn de: l. Enelos, by 
the Abbé Chateaunenf, ther intimate 


friend, and that extraordinaty woman 
hequeathed to him the ſum of tO thou- 
oe: 45 e buy boaks 3 which Hegavy: 
all pad et 53 yl thang h 
The fietle piece in verſe ben alluded 
to, is probably that which he compoſed 
for an Invalid who had ſerved in the regi- 


ment of Dauphin, under the only ſon of 


Louis XIV. The old ſoldier bad gone to 
48 e College. to entreat one of thg 
1 e Maney 


# 4 
# „ 


him; by writing a pęti- 4 
ww in u Verte, to be preſented to the Bau- 
phin. The Maſter told him he was then 
too buly, but that there was a young 
ſcholar when could do him the favout he 
requeſted.. Here follow the verſes com- 
TIM the child. n 
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| Digne 61s du plus grand des Roi; u v0 
Son amour et notre eſperan cee. 
} Vous qui, ſans regyer ſur/a _—_ vin 2E 


ERegnes ſur le covur des Francois 5 1915 6 a 8 


Souff ea - vous que ma vieille 55 
Par un efforx ambitieu n, ll Nen 
Oſe vous don une étrenne, 3 Fer 's 4 
1 qui i wen we de la main des I 
| On a dit qu*a votre naiflance 
Mars vous donna la valllahee;- 


Miene la ſagefle „Apollon la beauté > 4 12 8 92 
E un Dieu bienfaiſant, que j implore en me 
1 © Voulit auſſi me donner mes 3 


Ta vous dobwant la éeͤ. 3 


. +1599 F F-- of 's 180 
Which may be thus | 
1 C9188 


ar aphs aſed 
" Hlolilogs 8 of the. lt of 1 8 
The Moniarch's joy, the peoples future fia, N; 
To whom each Frenchidan's heart ſts tribute on, 
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ge, 


fonis Lonisdores into 
old ĩhbalid, and made a c noiſe 


entirely to the cultivation of the Belles- 
| letires, by the diſguſt he conceived agaigh, 


= deign t accept this viſt without a a __ #4 
lt, which dares thus high | 

velt Bits om Heaven alo 13 
„ LP . e 4 ne * 
T's Gifs their choicel to diſpenſe, 27 5 


n infant couch the powers ald: 0 
Is gav thee valour, and Minerva ſenſe, 1 tg 


OE eee Apolls join 1 


One friendly power that'oft has heard my n 
Then deign'd ta me a noble boon t'impart, 


" "RE 


He gave your eyes with pitying tears to oa | 


Aud to mlieve diſtreſs, wn. agen 


6 5 N * 


This trifle of the 


#4 
91 


” 
: 1 
a 
N. 9 2 : 364 


both at Verſaiſſes and Faris and tis pro- 
bable that from that time the youth deter- 


mined to follow his: natural bent for Poe-" 


try. But we. have heard from his own: 
mouth, - that- he: was principally, and in- 


deed ſolely, engaged to addict himſelf 


the method. of teaching Juriſprudence i in 
the law ſchools, to which his father (wWuo 
ae of —— of accompts} 
had , 


- 


Iecaits college. 4 
Notwithſtanding his ent reme yonth, he 


was admitted- to an intimacy Wich the 


ther believed him entitely ruined her 


cauſę he kept company With people of 
Faſhion and made warde6d een iter 25 

At the age of eightzen, nan the 
ragedy of Oedipus, in which heipropor: 
ted to Ane charyien aſter: he mannen 
of the ancients, * The players weng EN 
unwilliog to appear, in; a, tragedyy the ſuby. 
ject of which bad been. already. 2 
| by Corneille, whole porio | 
bat is commonly called a Srack — Is; 
was, got acted till 3718, and cwen then 
| 50 4 2 ut an def . 0 con is Sg 


© is ni Ji . 8 
. We have a letter of the tend Dus dated 
1713, in which he adviſes the author ha hacthem 


f finiſhed his piece, to add ſipging choruſes, in imitations ' | 
of the Greeks ; bub it 8 0 ar on che. Nene 


1 #-3 
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che frſt- box, enquired who the young 


dfipated a imeterfed in all the pleas 
ö u at his time of life, was 


| not ſeafible of the riſque he run, nor did 
he give | himſelf any trouble whether his 
Piece ſucceeded or not. He indulged him- 


IT}. / 


hs 1 thouſand. — ſtage; and 


prieſt; in a ſeene where that 5 


Fo es Jordi 


fect. © Marſhal Villars's lady, whid'watin 


man was that had play'd that trick, as it 
ſeemed to be done with a view to ruin the 


piece; and being told that he was the au- 


thor, ſhe ſent for him into the box, and 
the attachment he formed from that time 


to the Marechal and his lady, contin ned 


during theit lives, as may be ſeen by a 


poetical n Has been . 4 
and 2 


For 9 e 
5 votre maiſon de pines „ | f 5 
Mais Vinache à ma confiance,” e 


5 'ai donnẽ la preference, 


% „ 4 Hex? 8 
* 
5 « # 
62 * Fur 
. 
* 


or u vob | 


. +: Burle plus grandides Hass nu wid N 
Meet e neee 20 
At Villars he was preſented t "the 
| Puke:of Richelieu, whoſe favour he ac 
quired, and which has ſubſiſted uni | 
e teig, , 53 ont ge 35 
What is 28 ſingulat, and a fact ſcarcely 
known,..e, that the Prince of Conti, the 
WO e — gen "eg great 8 . 


60 Par un fill — eee ngee 
1 Fit crojre des Enfers Raci e teyenu, 2 27 3 8 vw 


2 a Comneille —— la Penne Feige.“ 
G Tt 


Fans 3 8 < „ his Rrains he dr 2 

Then brought old 8.1 again to Mk oo * 
A theme wel known—yet ſuch ed I 
Boch eaſy grace adorns his poliſty'd lines; 
We think Racine bas leſt the ſhades/below,.. , i. 
Or or 3 e numbers learnt to flow. * 5 
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We Neve. nad deen en dus, he an- 


n it he Ae 
Gy, uo, the Prince, , My els eee 


Kaori gk be e. 
— did not ones put this 
8 neſs 2 — 


3 — at 
"_ Ange. bc San $8353, UE 9 Wh 7 1.» 
We have oftiie# th ones "Heard him 
fo, that when. be 2 ä — e 
would be — to 5 h 3 5 and. 55 
he was neither acquainted with the rules 
of the drama, nor Bpic poetry; but that 
5 n Tea of Els 


ko 


or MR. VOLTAIRE. "i 


* waa well verſed in hiftory, an Serie 
admirer of that Prince, and à gentleman * 
of a moſt reſpeQable character; and that 
he began the work from meer men 
almoſt without reflectiooͤon. - 
Having one day read ſeveral cantos of 
his poem when on a viſit to his intimate 
friend, the young Preſident de Maiſons, 
he was fo teazed with objections, that he 
loſt patience, and threw his manuſcript 
into the fire. The preſident, Henaut, 
wuoith difficulty reſcued it. Remember, | 
1 ſaid Mr, Henaut to him, in one of his 8 
* ſetters, it was I that ſaved the Henri- 
* ade, and that it coſt me a handſome | 
« pair of ruffles,” 9 7 
Some years after, ſeveral copies of this 
poem wete handed about, while it was 
only a ſketch, and an edition of it with 
many chaſms was publiſhed under the ti- 
tle of The League, 25 „ : 
All the poets in Paris; ad even many: | 
of the learned fell foul of him. Twenty 
pamphlets were let fly againſt him. The _ 
Hentiade was play'd at the fair; and it 
„ = 


bath + oY ; 
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was infinuated to the old Biſhop of Fre- 
Jus, Preceptor to the King, that it was in 


decent, and even criminal, to write in 
praiſe of orgs e and "Queek 


Elizabeth. t (EIT 
The Cabal had intereſt cody to en- 


gage Cardinal de Biff, then preſident of 


the aſſembly of the clergy, to paſs a judi- 
cial cenſure upon the work; but this 
ſtrange deſign proved abortive. The 
young author was filled with, equal ſur- 
prize and reſentment at theſe intrigues. 


His diſſipation prevented him from mak - 
ing friends among the literati; and he 


had not the art of combating his enemies 


with their own weapons, which is ſaid to 


be abſolutely neceſſary in Paris, if a man 

wiſhes to ſucceed in any kind of purſuit. 
In 1722, he gave the tragedy of Mar- 

riamne. That Princeſs was poiſoned 


by Herod. When ſhe drank the cup, the 


Ha cried out, the Queen drinks, and 
the piece was damned.“ 


0 Probably this alluded to "pk n circulated oe 
that time, which has not come to the knowledge of 
-the tranſlator, otherwiſe the n 1 not have 
1 had ſuch an effect. „„ 
; a FT "Theſs 


7 


6 N 1 
dd 5 e 11 8 


or MR. VOLTAIRE., 11 


Theſe continual mortifications deter- 
mined him to print the Henriade'in Eng- 
land, as he could neither obtain privilege 
nor patronage for it in France. We have 
ſeen a letter in his own hand writing, to 
Mr. Dumas d Aiguebere, ſince that time 
| counſellor i in the patliament of Tholouſe, - 


in which he ſpeaks of that journey in the 
following manner: 


Je ne FAY 1. etre _ fortune. 

- Que le Heros celebre ſur ma he ; 
II fut proſcrit, persẽcutẽ, damn 
Par les devots & leut douce ſequelle: 
En Angleterre il trouva du ſecours, wart 
Wh. vais chercher. “f! \ ES 


"_ 
. 


11 fortune frown, ſhould T complain? © 
The great have had their ſhare of aſh II 
Even he, the hero of my page, | 
Ott felt the malice of her rage; _ 
The victim of a bigot crew, 84 I 
To England for relief he flew, _ 
I'll ſeek that hoſpitable ho——_ 


The reſt of the Poem is torn off. k 
ended thus: 


Je ab pas le nez tournd, ' 
| A etre Prophete en mon pays. 


C 2 At 


1. HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 
I bee prophet is deſpis' , 
Howe er in diftant regions pris d 


My dear experience proves the point, 
For here my noſe is out of ion, 


He was right; King George the Firſt, 
and more particularly the Princeſs of 
Wales, afterwards Queen of England, 
raiſed an immenſe ſubſcription for him. 
Theit liberality laid the foundation of his 

fortune : for on his return to France in 
1728, he put his money into a lottery 
eſtabliſhed by Mr. Desforts, Comptroller 
General of the Finances, The adventur- 

ers received a rent charge on the Hotel- 
de-Ville for their tickets; and the prizes 
were paid in ready money; ſo that if a 
ſociety had taken all the tickets, it would 
| have gained a million of livres. He 
joined with a numerous company of ad- 
venturers, and was fortunate. We were 
furniſhed with this anecdote by a mem- 
ber of the ſame ſociety, who verified it 
by producing his regiſters. Mr. Voltaire 
wrote to him as follows: To make a 
i* fortune in this cane, notfiing more 


N 


OF M R. VOLTAIRE. 13 


&« is requiſite than to read the arrets of 
the Council. It is ſeldom but the Mi- 
« niſtry is obliged to make ſuch arrange- 
«© ments in the Finances, as turn to the 
« advantage of individuals. 

This change of circumſtances * not 
weaken his ruling paſſion for the cultiva - 
tion of the Belles-lettres. In the year 
1730, he gave his Brutus, which we look 
upon to be his moſt ſpirited tragedy, not 
even excepting Mahomet. It was vio- 
lently criticiſed. 
We were preſent at the firſt 1 
tation of Zara, in 1731, and although 
it drew tears from a great part of the au- 
dience, it narrowly eſcaped being damn 
ed. It was parodied at the Italian come- 

dy aad the fair, and got the name of 
6s Foundling, pe. A on Baſe! 
naſſus. 

About that time one of the Academi. 

cians having propoſed Mr, Voltaire to fil 
a vacancy, of which he did not enter- 
tain the leaſt thoughr, Mr. de Boze decla- 
5 rod that the author of Brutus and Zara 
FS ; could 
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could : never. deſetve a Place in that fo- 


cety.: 

- He was en Wach ee with 
the illuſtrious Marchioneſs of Chatellet, 
with whom. he ſtudied the principles of 
Newton, and the ſyſtems of Leibnitz. 
They retired to Cirey, in Champagne, 
for ſeveral. years, two of which Mr. 
Kænig, an eminent mathematician, paſſed 
with them, Mr, Voltaire cauſed a gal- 


lery to be erected, where they performed 
all the experiments 0 on * and electri- 


city. 


' Notwithſtanding | theſe employments, 
on the 27th of January, 1736, he brought 
out his tragedy of Alzira, or the Ameri- 
cans, which met with great applauſe, He 
aſcribed his ſucceſs to his abſence, ſaying, 
laudantur ubi non ſunt, fed non cruciantur 


ubi ſunt. 


He 


Ilie moſt virulent cenlarer of Alden 

was the Ex Jeſuit Desfontaines.— That 
air was attended with ſome uncom- 
mon circumſtances. Desfontaines had 
been em ployed in the Journal des Savans, 
under the direction of the Abbé Bignon, 
from which he had been diſmiſſed i in 1723, 
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He then ſet up a kind of Journal of his 
own, and was what Mr. de Voltaire calls 
un Folliculaire (a venom ſpitter). His 
character was well known.—He had been 
taken in the fact with ſome Savoyard boys, 
and impriſoned i in the Biſetre. His in- 

dictment was begun to be drawn up, and 

it was intended to burn him alive, as it 
was ſaid Paris ſtood in need of an exam- 
ple. Mr. de Voltaire prevailed upon the 
Marchioneſs de Prie to uſe her intereſt in 
the criminal's fayour.* There is ſtill ex- 
tant one of the letters written by Desfon- 
taines to his deliverer ; it has been'print- 
ed among thoſe. of the Marquis d'Argens 
Deguille, page 228, Vol. I. 1 ſhall 
never forget the obligations I lie under 
« to you: the goodneſs of your, heart is 
66 « ſtill ſuperior to your genius. 1 ought. 


« to employ | my life in giving you proofs 
| « of my gratitude. I conjure you like- 
e wiſe to obtain for me a revocation of the 
1 Lettre de cacber, by” which I am n deli- 


FM Thi letter was the giſt May: the date of the 
4 is not affixed, but it was written in 1724. 
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44 3 from the Biffetre, and baniſhed 
« * thirty leagues from Paris.” 

In a. fortnight. after, this ſame man 
wrote a defamatory libel againſt the per- 
ſion in whoſe ſervice he ought to have em- 

; ployed his life. This fact is authenti- 
cated by a letter of Mr. Tiriot's, dated 
the 16th Auguſt, and taken from the 
ſame collection. This Abbe Desfon- 
-taines is the perſon who, in aconverſation 
with the Count d'Argenſon, attempted to 
vindicate himſelf by ſaying, I muſt live, 
to which the Count . T ſee no ne- 

ceſſity for it. 
After the affair of the Biſture, this 
Prieft defiſted from paying his addreſſes to 
chimney ſweepers. He bred up ſome 
young Frenchmen to his double trade of 
non-conformiſt and Folliculaire; he taught 
them the art of writing ſatires, and in 
conjunction with them compoſed a num- 
ber of defamatory libels, under the title 
of Voltairomania & Voltairiana,—They 
were a farrago of abſurd ſtories, An eſ- 
timate of them may be formed from a 
letter ſigned by the Duke de Richelieu, the 
T original 
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Here follow his own words. „That 
* book is very dull and vety ridiculous, 
* What ſeems to me moſt extraordinary 
it is, his afſertion that the Ducheſs de 
0 Richelieu gave you a Hundred Louiſdores 
„and a coach, with ſome circhmſtances . 
% unworthy of you, however worthy. 
& the author, for this excellent fellow 
te forgets. that I was then a widower, and 
& did not marry again till fifteen years af- 
ee ter, &c. Sighed, the Dake de 2 
„les, 8 

Mr. Voltaire made no uſe of ſo many 
authentic teſtimonies; and they Would 
Have been of no ſervice to his memory 
if we had not recovered them, with grout 
difficulty, in the chaos of his papers. 


We likewiſe ſighted on 4 letter from 
the Marquis bes who Was Mi- 
niſter fot Foreign Affairs: He is a vil 
« fainous fellow; this Abbe Desfontaines, 
« ſays he, his ingratitude is is ſtill blacker 
& than thoſe crimes, the commiſſion of 
& which gave yoo an Wen of lay 
D 43 40 f ing : 


1 ; 
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«5 ing him under a an obligation. 15 7th Fe 4s 7 


bruary, 1730. 
Such were the nde with bein Mr. 


gde Voltaire had to do, and whom he cal- 


led the raſcallity of literature : they live, 
ſaid he, upon pampblets and foul deeds. 


We likewiſe find a man of the ſame 
n who. went by the name of M Car- 


ty, giving himſelf out to be one of the 
noble family of the M. Carty's in Ireland» 
and aſſumed the character of a man of 
letters. He borrowed a conſiderable ſum 


from Mr. de Voltaire, with which he 


went off to Conſtantinople. and. tamed 
Mahometan ; upon which our author 
ſaid, McCarty is only gone to Boſphoru. 


but Desfontaines is gone farther—be- has 
me to the lake of Sadom. sx 


It appeared that the n malice, 
and abuſe, which he met with at the re- 
preſentation of every new piece, eould 
not make {UW * from indulging his 


* We dn W 0 W ben, 
a bond for five hundred livres, but we could not find 
er m"_ of two . 
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8 3 for on the 19th of October that 


ſame year, he produced his Comedy of 
The Prodigal. San, though not under his 
own name; and he gave the profits. to 
Meſſrs. Linant and Lamarre, two young 
pupils, whom he had formed, and who 
came to Cirey while he reſided with Ma- 
dam de Chatellet. He appointed Linant 
Preceptor to that Lady's ſon, who has 
ſince been Lieutenant General of the 
army, and Ambaſſador at the Courts of 
Vienna and London. 

The Comedy of The © Prodigal Son bad 
great ſucceſs. The author wrote to 
Mademoiſelle Quinaut, You can keep 
other people's ſecrets as well as your 
* own. Had I been known to be the 
* author, the piece would have been 
t damned. Men cannot bear that the 
e ſame perſon ſhould ſucceed in two kinds 
* of writing. I made enemies enough 

* by my Oedipus and Henrijade,” 
However at that time he commenced 

a ſtudy of a very different nature. Ie 

wrow the Elements 55 the Newtonian Phi- 


as 


20 HISTORICAL MEM OIRS 


Hſopby, a philoſophy then ſearce known 


in France. He could not obtain a privi- 


lege from the Chancellor Agueſſeau, who 


was a man of univerſal learning, but be- 


ing bred a Carteſian, diſcouraged the new 
diſcoveries as much as he could. Our au- 
thor's attachment to the principles of 


Newton and Locke, drew upon him a 
new crowd of enemies. He wrote to 


Mr. Falkner, to whom he dedicated his 
Zara. * It is believed that the French 


love novelty, but it muſt be in cookery 
% and faſhions, for as to new truths they 


e are always proſcribed among us; it is 


« only. when they grow: oi 121 way ate 
« well receive. RR 


We have need a Hawk which he 


wrote a long time after to Mr. Clairaut 
on theſe abſtract. ſciences ; as it ſeemg 
worth preſerving, the reader will find it 
in its proper place in this collection. 
Buy way of relaxation from his ſtudies | 
in Natural Philoſophy, he amuſed him- 
ſelf in writing his Maid of Orleans. We 
have. proofs that this piece of drollery was 
3 almoſt 2 at Cirey. Ma- 
dame 


* 5 


5 
git g . 


yp 
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dame de Chatellet loved Poetry as muck 


as Geometry, and was a very good judge | 
of it. Although this Poem was only 
comic, yet there is much more fancy i init 


than in the Henriade; but it was vilely 75 


diſgraced by ſome ſhameleſs ſcoundrels, 
who printed it with” horrid lewdnefles, 


The only geg editions are thoſe or : 


Geneva. * | 
He was obliged to go to Bruſſels to ſo- 
licit a ſuit which the family of Chatellet 
had for a long time maintained againſt 
| the Houſe of Honſbrouk, a ſult which. 
might have ruined both families. Mr. 
Voltaire, jointly with Mr. Raesfeld, Pre- | 
fident of Cleves, accommodated this old 
diſpute, on condition of a hundred and 
thirty thouſand French livres being PO 


to the M arquis de Chatellet. 


The celebrated and unfortunate Rouk = 
ſeau was then at Bruſſels. Madame de 
Chatellet refuſed to ſee him, becauſe ſhe 
knew that Rouſſeau, when a domeſtic gf 
her father, the Baron de Bretuil, had 
written a ſatire againſt that nobleman, of 


which 


T + 


. . 8 
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which we have proof in a paper enticely 
written with Madame de Chatellet's own 


- . The two Poets had an interview, and 
ſoon conceived a ſtrong averſion from 
each. other. Rouſſeau having ſhewn his 
antagoniſt a lyric epiſtle addreſſed to poſ- 
terity, met with this repartee : my friend, 


this letter will never be delivered according. 


to its direction. Rouſſeau never forgave 
this piece of raillery, There is extant a 
letter from Mr, de Voltaire to Mr. Li- 
_ pant, containing the following paſſage: 
« Rofleau deſpiſes me becauſe I am care- 
# leſs in my rhimes, and I defpiſe Rouſe 

ſeau becauſe he js only a rhimer,”* 
VVV 


We obſerye by a letter of a Mr. de Medin, to a 
Mr. de Meſſe, of the 15th February, 1737, that the 
Poet Rouſſeau had not corrected bis morals at Bruf.. 
ſels ; we here give it our readers. 4 You will be ſur- 
* — at my . misfortune—ſome of my bills have 
been proteſted and returned: on Tueſday night I 
was arreſted and thrown into jail. Would you be- 
- * lieve it, that raſcal Rouſſeau, that ſcoundre), that 
. monſter, who, for fix months paſt never eat or drank, 
« except at my table, to whom I have done number- 
1 leſs ſervices of the greateſt importance, was the 
** cauſe of my being arreſted ? He irritated the of 


— 


The uncommon,regard with which the 


King of Pruffia had been pleaſed to ho- 
nour him, ſoon made him forget Rouſ- 
ſeau's enmity. That Monarch was like- 
wife a poet; but he poſſeſſed all the ta- 


lents of a Prince, with many others which 


are ſeldom found in that rank. 3 
he was Hereditary Prince Royal, 2 
regular correſpondence had been 3 
ried on between him and our author. 


66 of the bills againſt me, wt m 0 this 
« offspring of Satan, after drinking with me at my 


© table, || kiſſing and embracing me, ſerved as a ſpy 


to the officers, who'dragged me out of my houſe at 

90 midnight. Never was villainy fo black; I cannot 
« refle& upon it without horror. If you knew all 
ce that I have done for him Patience II hope 
this accident will make no alteration in our friend- 


40 ſuip.—— What a difference between that hypo- 


e crite and Mr. de Voltaire, who has honoured me 


„ with his friendihip and aſſiſtance f 


= 


lr moſt be acknowledged that ſuch an action tends 
greatly to vindicate Savrin, as well as the ſentence” 
and decree by which Roufleau was baniſhed : but let us 


not dive into the depths of an alfi ſo E and ſo c. ; 


graceful. 


X } The Reader e but recolleft the ſa ſame Ke. bes 
Þbaviour of Rouſſeau to his benefattor the id . 
Hume, and that too when' he ba RT a — for 


Waſting his rag maria 


1 „ 4 4 „ | Some 


1 u, Aoufpean . the ae,, 


77 Ju St hu F . were- zie. 
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Some of their letters have been printed 
in the collection of Voltaire's works.“ 
5 5 1 1 7 „ This | 


6 


Perhaps the reader will not be diſpleaſed to ſee the 
| A of this correſpondence dated the 8th of 
_ Auguſt, 1736. | ts, 1 
$7.66 Though I have not the ſatisfaction of your per- 
ſonal acquaintance, you are well known to me by your 
Works. If you will allow me the expreffion, they are 
treaſures of wit, pieces wrought with ſuch exquilite 
. taſte, that every peruſal diſcovers new beauties, TI 
fancy that in them I can trace the character of their in- 
genious author, who does honour to human nature. 
+. © Should ever the diſpute concerning the ſuperiori- 
1 * the ancients be renewed, the great men of mo- 
dern times will one day be obliged to you, and you only, 

for turning the balance in their favour. , 
To an excellent poetical genius you add a fund of 
varied knowledge, which, in truth, has ſome affinity 
with poeſy, but never was appropriated to it, except by 
| your pen. Never before did poet reduce metaphyſical 
thoughts to cadence ; that honour was reſerved for Mr. 
de Voltaire. The taſte for philoſophy diſplayed in your 
_ writings, has induced me to ſend you the accuſation and 
defence. of Mr. Wolff, which has been tranſlated by 
my direction. That gentleman, the moſt celebrated 
Philoſopher. of our age, has thrown light upon the 
darkeſt parts of Ms, and becauſe he has treat- 
ed thoſe difficult ſubjects ii a manner equally ſublime, 


exact, and elegant, he is cruelly accuſed of Atheiſm. * 


Such is the deſtiny of great men, their e 
is always expoſed to the envenomed ſhaſts of calumny 
and envy. ö 1 ee e rn 7 „ 
I have given orders for the tranflation'sf another 
work, by the ſame author, entitled A Treatiſe of God, 

the Soul, and the Warld; I ſhall ſend it to you as ſoon 
as it is finiſhed, and I have not the leaſt doubt that you 
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This Prince had juſt finiſhed viſiting his 
frontiers, after his acceſſion to the Crown, 


will be ſtruck by the ſtrong evidence of each of his 
propoſitions, which follow in geometrical order; and 
are connected like the links of a chain. 

% The kindeſs and ſupport you ſhew yourſelf ready 
to beſtow on all who devote themſclves to the arts and 


ſciences, make me hope that you will not exclude me 


from the number of thoſe you think worthy. of your 
inſtructions. I call your correſpondence, by that name, 
which cannot fail of being profitable to every think» 

ing being. Leven dare affim, without derogating from 

the merit of any man, that there is ſcarce an individual 

in the univerſe, who might not, with juſtice, own you 

to be his maſter. Without laviſhing incenſe unworthy 

of being offered to you, I can ſafely ſay that your works 

abound. with numberlets., beauties. Your, Henriade 

charts, me, and happily triumphs, over the. injudicious 

critique by which it has been attacked. Von tragedy, n 4 
of 8 us with a. ſet. of characters well ſu W 
2 The ſentiments ate uniformly grand and ſub. | 


hiſhman. F r 4 140399 4 343 
To dhe graces of noveliy, Alzira joins.a happy | 
contraſt between the Savage and European manners, 
In the character of .G»/man, you ſhew, that Chriſtia® 
nity, ill underſtood, and under the guidance of miſta« 
ken zeal, inſpires the heart with more barbarous fero : 
eity than Paganiſm iiſelf. Corneille, the Bret Corneille, 
who attracted the univerſal admiration of his age,” were 
he to riſe from the dead in our days, would behold with 
wonder, and perhaps not without a mixture of envy, 

the Goddeſs laviſh thoſe favours upon you, Which the 

beſtowed on him with a ſparing hand What may not, 7 
de expected from the author of, ſo many maſter pieces | 

Nba nen worers will opt flow lion that pen, Which! 


42% : | formerly 
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and adelireof ſeeing the French woops, 
and of travelling incognito to Stra- 


bourg 
formerly, with ſuch wit and — raced ou 
the Temple of Taft! e oats 
« This makes me fo ardenily defire the poſſeſſion of 
all your works, I entreat you, Sir, to ſend them, and 
2 rege the whole 3 — 8 
re any manuſcript, that by a ne Circ 
ſpection 1. e 7 keep from the 
lic eye, promiſe to conceal it in the boſom of free 
wh nd. myſelf with admiring it in private. U 
- happily, IL am ſenſible, that in our days, no truſt 
is repoſed in the faith of Princes; however 1 
will not ſuffer yourſelf to be miſled'by general ö 
des, but make an exception to the rule in my favour. 
& I ſhould think myſelf richer in the poſſeſſion of 
your works, than if I were maſter of all the-perifh — 
and contemptible gifts of fortune, e ens | 
chance confers and takes away bel, 
60 Your works may be 2 eur on by dhe heiß of 
memory, and till that fails they will remain.—-Senfible/ 
of the fmall extent of mine, I balance e 
fore I determine what deſerves a place in it. | 
If poeſy was ſtill upon the former bedag -s | 
writers could only ttill tireſome Idylls, Eclogues cafb 
in an unvaried mould, inſipid Stanzas, or at moſt, 


could only tune their lyre to Elegiac notes, I would r- 


nounce it for ever; but in your hand the art is ennobled; 

you have pointed out to us new paths, and traced: oi, tl | 
12 % me, * = _ 2 

0 our performances command pet, t | 
ſerve to be aditiied. and ſtudied by mei of why and 
taſte. They form a compleat ſyſtem of morals,” by: 
which the world may learn to think and to aQ;—Vir- 
tue is painted in the moſt amiable colours. The idea of 
. Slory is ined, and a taſte forthe ſciences Ow | 
in 


A 
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bourg and Patis, indueed him to under- 
take a journey to the firſt of thoſe places, 
under the name of the Count du Four, 
but being known by a ſoldier who had 


ſerved in his father's army, he returned 


to Cleves. 


Several curious perſons have preſerved 


in their collections, a letter in verſe and 


1 | CE proſe, 

in a manner ſo reſined and delicate, that whoever reads 

ee muſt feel an ambition to imitate them. 
ow often have I ſaid to myſeif, Attempt net a burthen 


#60 haawy for your firength, Voltaire can be imitated only 


by a Voltaire Thoſe are the moments in which I feel 
how vain and empty are the advantages of birth: thoſe 
ſounds, the marks of diſtinctions foreign to ourſelves, 


and only ornamental tothe outſide. How preferable to 


thoſe are the the talents of genius ! 
„What do we not owe to thoſe, men whom nature 


 diſtioguiſhed at thcir formation; whom ſhe delighted to, 


furniſh with a 3 neceflary to make a proficiency 
recompence? Ah! why cannot I be the glorious inſtru · 


ment of crowning your ſucceſs ? 1hould only be »ppre- 


henſive that this rude climate could not furniſh ſa ma- 


ny laurels as your works deſerye, Should deſtiny be fo, 
unfavourable as to deny me the happineſs of making 
you my own, at leaſt may 1 hope one day to fee the 
man whom I have fo long admired at a diſtance, and to 
allure you in perſon, that with all the eſteem and con- 
ſideration due to thoſe, who, guided by the light of, 
truth, conſeerate their Jabours to the public utility, _ 

, ft dts I 4 ky ae 45 
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proſe, after the manner of Chapelle, n 
ten by that Prince on the ſubje of his 
journey to Straſbourg. | K. he ſtudy of the 
French language and poetry, Italian mu- 
fic, philoſophy and hiſtory, had been his 
conſolation during the hard treatment he 
met with in the earlier part of his life, 

That letter is a remarkable monument 
of a man who has ſince gained fo many 
- battles. It is written with elegance and 
' eaſe. Here follow ſome paſſages of it. 

« ] am juſt returned from a journey, 
« where I have met with ſeveral ſingular 
« adventures, ſome diſagreeable, bigt . 
10 ny of the pleaſing kind. 


« You know that I ſet out for Brufſels, 
« in order to pay a viſit to a ſiſter for 
% whom I entertain an equal affection and 
% e ſteem.— On the road, Algaratti and I 
« conſulted the map in order to ſettle our 
40 return by the Weſel.—Straſpourg was. 
« not much out of our way, and in pre- 
40 ference we made choice of that route. 
40 'Twas reſolved to travel incognito ;— 
«at laſt Tay thing being arranged and 

ob &« concerted , 
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"But Heaven, whoſe high tnfpocic.fitans! 79 471805 
Diſpoſes all—had barr'd our Way. 8 
Courſers, which by their wind and ſpeed, | 
| Seem'doof the true la Mancha breed; 


1 Fobillons taken from the plough, * $i TE od -: 
Our coaches ſunk in every flough bi „ 1 i 77 
Wich ad pace along we tag a, S 


4 


e 
* 2 


Tis faid that ſcarce a day paſſed in „ 
which be did not write ſome of theſe mo 
agreeable letters, which were the extem- — =» 
pore effuſions of his pen. But he had 
juft finiſhed a work of a nature more ſeri- 
ous and more worthy of a great Prince; it 
was a reſutation of Machiavel. He had 
ſent it for publication to Voltaire, whom 
he appointed to meet him at Meuſe, a 

IE : | my ; uni 


i 
* 
| 
1 

| | 
= 

| 

| 


. 


* and been permitted to have acceſs to a 
* young King, my firſt advice to him 
% would have e to anſwer r FL 
Fe works,” Food b m7 
From * time hiv King of Proflis re- 
doubled his favours to M. de Voltaire, 


who in the year 1740, went to pay his 


court at Berlin before the King was mw 


pared for invading 1 
At that time Cardinal F leury uſed ere 


ry art of flattery to cajole him however, ; 
our traveller does not appear to have fal- | 


len into the ſnare. We ſhall here preſent 
our readers with a yery ſingular anecdote, 


; which may throw great light on the hiC-, 


tory of the preſent century. On the 14th. 


of November, 1740, the Cardinal wrote 


a long oſtenſible letter, of which We. have 


a copy, containing the following words: 


Corruption is ſo general, des | 


« and faith ſo ſhamefully baniſhed from 


deren heart in this W age; that if 
A ve 


145 iN x 


ö — in the 


umme them, we ſhould be ſorner 
5 empted to fail in them on cer- 
60 idee Zut the Kings my maſ / 
<« ter, ſhe ws at leaſt that he does not ima» 


t of repriſale: and the moment of the 


"of L ichtenſtein, that he would faith 
Mas keep all his engagement. 


It is not our province to examine how. 
is was poſſible, after ſuch a letter, to form 
an enterpriae, in 1741, for ſtripping the 
daughter and heireſs. of Charles the 9ixth . 
of her paternal dominions. Either Car- 
dinal Fleury changed his opinion, or that 
war, was. entered into. againſt his inclina- 
tion, | This work has no connection with 
politics, to which we are abſolute ſtran- 
gers; but as literary men, we cannot 
conceal our ſurprize, that a courtier and 


member of the academy ſhould make uſe 


of ſuch x phraſes as,—it we don't keep our- 


_ ſelves en in the notivet which oblige 


us 


eee oblige us not to 


peror's death, he aſſured the Prince 


— ————— ——FPAPmP—o—K— ⏑ 
— fr ov 6 


o 
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be tempted Gee in n 
ed that a man is juſtly entitled 
to have ſuch ſort of reptiſals. W hat '4 A 
number of errors in file wi un the com 

Pas of «few erde D ππ hg? 
However, it lablay Wan that ou! 
author had no deſign to make his fortune 
olities ; for on his return to Bruſſels, 


ne dedicated himſelf entirely to his beloved 
Belles-lettres. There he compoſed the 
tragedy of Mahomet, and ſoon after went 
with Madame de Chatellet to get it repre- 
ſented at Lille, where there was a very 
good company, undet the management o 
Mr. Lanoue, an author and actor. The 
famous Mademoiſelle Clairon play d there, 
and at that early period gave ſpecimens of 
her! great theatrical talens. 
Mr. Denis, commiſſary at War, and 
og in the regiment of Champagne, 


ad married our author's niece, who 
lived in great ſplendor at Lifle, that Place | 
being within her huſband's o department, — 
Madame de Chatellet reſided i in her houſe ; | 


We 


e were ſpectators of all theſe diver- 
fons, and Mahomet en:? well 
| Betiyeen the aft, the tber receins 


| letter from the King of Pruſſia, ac- 


quainting him with the victory at Mol- 
Witz: 


he read it to the audience, who 
teceived the news with a general clap. 
*. Tn , fee (ſaid he) that this Piece * 
t Mokvitz will inſure ſucteſs to mine.. 
It was play'd the 19th of Auguſt the 
due year. Upon that occaſion appeared . 
ſtronger proofs than ever of the ſucceſs 
to which literary jealouſy may be carfied, 
Eſpecially in theatrical matters, The 
Abbe Desfontaines, ' and one Bonneval, 
whom M. de Voltaire had relieved in his 
neceſſities, not being able to prevent the 
piece from ſucceeding upon the "ſtage, - 
lodged an information againſt it before - 
the attorney general, as containing ſome 
things contrary to the Chriſtian religion. 
Things went fo far, that Cardinal Fleury 
adviſed the author to withdraw his per- 
- formance, This advice was equivalent 
** "x . to 


to a command; however, the author 
publiſhed his play, with a dedication to 
Benedict XIV, (Lambertini) who had al- 
ready ſhewn him particular marks of re- 
gard. He had been recommended to this 
Pope by Cardinal Paſſionei, a man diſtin- 
guiſhed in the literary world, and with 
whom he had long maintained a correſ- 
pondence. We have ſome of that Pope's 
letters to M. de Voltaire. His Holineſs 
vas defirous of drawing him to Rome, 
and he has always expreſſed a. regret for 
not having ſeen that city, which he 1 
to call the capital of Europe. 


Mahomet was not play d again till EY 
after, when it was revived by the credit 
of Madame Denis, notwithſtanding the 
efforts of Crebillon, then licenſer of the- 
atrical pieces, under the direction of the 
Lieutenant of the Police. It was found 
. neceſſary to appoint M. d'Alembert licen- 
_ er. This procedure of Crebillon was 
highly diſapproved by people of faſhion. 
The piece has eontinued: in poſſeſſion of 
5 the theatre, even when that ſpecies of 


enter tain- 
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entertainment has been moſt neglected. 
The author acknowledged that he 'was 
ſorry for having painted Mahomet in more 
odious colouts than he deſerved. But had 
I only made him a hero and politician, | 
writes he to one of his friends, the piece 
would have been damned, Great paſſions 
and great crimes are indiſpenſable requi- 
ſites in a tragedy, Some lines after he 
adds, the genus implacabile vatum, perſe- 
cutes me more violently than Mahomet 
was perſecuted at Mecca. People talk of 
jealouſies and intrigues diſturbing courts, 
but they abound more among men of let- 
ne, | 
After all theſe ſquabbles, Meſſrs. de 
Reaumur and de Mairan adviſed -him to 
renounce poetry, which only. expoſed 
him to envy and vexation ; to addict him- 

ſelf entirely to natural philoſophy, and to 
ſollicit a ſeat in the Academy of Sciences, 
as he already had one in the Royal Socie- 

ty at London, and in the Inſtitution of 

Boulogne. But M. de Fourmont, his 

friend, a man of letters, and of a moſt 
amiable character, having exhorted him 
F 2 in 


} 
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in a poetical epiſtle nat to bury his went, 


bs wrote the following reply ; 


A mon tres cher ami Fourmont, | 


Diemeurant ſur le double- 


p LY vs * s 
u au # - 
4 clad s ” ; : * G 1 3 a 
I 44 2 1 


Au- deſſus de Vincent Voiture, 
Vers la taverne où Bachaumont 
Buvait et chantait ſans meſure, 

Od le plaiſir & la raiſon 
| Ramenaient le tems d'Epicure, 


Vous roulez donc que des filets 
De 1'abſtraite Philoſophie 

Je revole au brillant palais 
De Vagreable Potſie, 

Au pays où regnent Thalie 
Etle Vans & les ſiſfiets, 


Mon ami, je vous remercie 
 D'unconſeil.fi doux & ſi fain, 
Vous le voulez ; je cede enfiq 
A ce conſeil, à mon deſtin; 
Je vais de folie en folie, 
Ainſi qu'on voit une Catin 
F Paſſer du Guerrier au Robin, 
Au gras Prieur d'une Abbaye 


Ou bien, {i vous voulez encore, 
Ainſi qu'une abeille au matin 

Va ſuccer les pleurs de l'aurore 
Ou ſur Vabſinte ou ſur le thims ; 
Toujours travaille & toujours cauſe; 


*. 
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Et vous paitrit ſon. michdivia, 
Pe hausen del roſs, 


Which js thus jmitated gow 


To Feuant, friend, 1 held 1 
Who lives upon the forked hill; 


Above Voiture's, that tavern near 


Where Bachaumont was noon ill 
And ftretch/d.in careleſs:eqſe along, 
Maudlin gour'd th' unmeaſuy'd ſong. 


Where of yore join d hand in hand, 
Sober reaſon, ſprightly pleaſure, 


Lightly trip'd in frolic meaſure, 
And Epicurus led the band. 


Quit that thorny road, you 8 


„ Quit Philoſopby's dark gloom, 


e Reſume the long for ſaken way, 


% Where Poeſy's ſweet flow rets nen. 


„ Melpomene with ſober. ain 


And ſportiye Thalia wait you there. 


4 1 dread ths nk Mes ics frown, - 1 


Put on the buſkin or the ſock. 
My friend, I'll do what you adviſe, 


| Your counſel ſcems-right, found, and ein, 


37 


. merits weighẽ ch in exem ſcale t. 
„ You'll grow the ſav rite of the ta nm. 
Throw off the philoſophic ſrock, 
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Adieu then to theſe barren ſhades, = 
Welcome again, ye charming maids. 
Fate will'd I ſhould be ever changing, 
From folly ftill to folly ranging. © 
So eaſy Phillis will admit 
Th embroider'd courtier, or plain cit, | 
The humble clerk, the lordly rector, 
The peaceful quaker, bullying hector, 
By turns ſhe hugs them in her arms, 
Each has for her reſiſtleſs charms. 
Or, if you chooſe a different ſtrain, 
So when Aurora gilds the plain, 
Forth flies the bee to ſuck her ſweets, 75 
And ſettles on each herb ſhe meets „ ' 
Unwearied plies her nimble wings,” | 
Ineeſſant works, inceſſant fings z 
Eager tincreaſe her honey'd ſtore, 
Dr MEIN or from the flower. 


And immediately he bein” his Me- 
rope. The tragedy of Merope is the 
firſt piece, not upon a ſacred ſubject, that 
ſucceeded without the aid of an amorous 
paſſion, and which procured our author 
more honour than he hoped from jt, was 
play'd on the 26th of February, 1743. 
We cannot better deſcribe: the ſingular 
circumſtances attending its reception, than 
1 2 by, inſerting his letter of the 4th of April 
5 I Fans 


or M R. vorrAizE 39 


re, then at Tholouſe. 


Merope is not yet printed, 1 am 
0 afraid i it will not ſucceed ſo well in the 
s cloſet as on the ſtage. The piece is not 
mine; it is Mademoiſelle Dumenil's.— 
1 What think you of an actreſs that kept 
e the audience in tears through three ſuc- 
e ceſſiye acts ? The public have run in- 
«to a little miſtake, and given me credit 
A for a part of the extreme pleaſure given 
* them by the actors. The ſeduction 
as ſo great, that the pit, with loud 
* ſhouts, inſiſted upon ſeeing me.“ I 
was ſeized in the hiding place, where I 
_* had ſquatted for ſhelter, and brought 
« by force into the box of Marſhal Vil- 
* lars's lady, who. was there with her 
. daughter-in law.— The pit was mad 
« they called out to the Dutcheſs de Vil- 
lars to kiſs me, and they made ſo much 
40 "00 that ſhe was obliged 4 to comply | 


11 9 the ridiculous aft of crpligh the authors 


the author, when a piece, whether wow or _ ſue- 
Leeds the firſt von; | 


Felloming; to his friend Mr. Lo Aiguebe- 28 
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Is W 
2 « have I n kiſſed in public; as was 
Alain Chartiet, by the Princeſs Marga- 
ret of Scotland; but he was aſleep, and 
was wide awake. This tide of po- 
% ptilar favour, which ptobably will foon 
„ ebb, has a little confoled me for the 
++ petty perſecution I have ſuſtained from 
Boyer, the old Biſhop of Mirepoix; 
% Who is ſtill more a Theatin than 4 
i the Public, deſtined me to ſucceed Cat- 
4e dindl Fleury, as one of the forty,* 
„Boyer was againſt it; and at laſt, after 
4teti weeks ſearch, he has found a Pre- 
1 late to fill the place of a Prelate, in con- 
tu formity to the Eccleſiaſtical Canons. + 
I haye not the honour of the Prieſthood; 
41 ſuppole it is proper for a profane per- 
. ſon as I am, to give _ all ms of 

10 een Academy. . 


4 The e ade of 40 Weben. 


4 By a leiter dated the 3d of March, 1743, from 
"th Archbiſhop of Narbonne, it appears that that Pre- 
late gave up his pretenſions in favbur of M. de Vol- 


* 


„Letters 


TALR E:; : 44, 
un. are not mu On, The 
„ Theatin has told me that eloquence ia 
** EXpiripg z that he endeavoured in vain - 
4 to reſuſcitate it by his ſermons, but that 5 
© nobody had cn him; ran no- 
* dy had Iidene to him. N 
| NOR! Abbe Langlet is iſh imprifencd, 
having written a book. 
C 20 memoirs, already well knows, ſery-. 
ing lor a ſupplement to. the hiſtory of 
aur celebrated de Thou. The i indefas, 
Ire 19s and unbappy Langlet did 266 
amal ſervice to all ho wiſhed 
. their country, and to the lovers * hig- 


| 8 9 torical reſearches. He deſerved à re. 


„ compenee, and at the age of b. 
9 3 he has been eruelly throw 
Priſon Pis tyrannioal. 3 


1 41 e nunc Mels piras fone 2 "ies. 


« Madame de Chatellet defires — com- 
5 4 « pliments,—She marries her "daughter + to. 
'« the Duke de Montenero, a dwarfiſh, 
<6 { thin-faced, ſwarthy, flat-cheſted, bigh- 
*4 Role 5 Neapolitan,—He | is now here, 
- WV nd 


„ 4 
. 
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g to rob us of a jolly phimip- 


| checked Treten wi ale et me = 


e e RES 31. i dos od . 2 9 


Soon after we ſee bs again ai 1 4 


5 journey to the King of Pruſſia, who was 
always inviting bim to Berlin, but could 


never prevail on him to quit his old friends 


for any conſiderable time. In this jour- 
ney he performed a ſingular ſervice to the 


King his maſter, as we ſee by the letters þ 
which paſſed between him and Mr. Ame | 


lot, the Miniſter of State. But theſe par- 
ticulars come not within our preſent de- 
ene, 1 ne in 1 _ 
character. TR +. Sm 1 74 
At this time he de ee Ann 
whom he had formerly ſeen at the. 
houſe of the Grand Prior de Ver 


GOme,- 


and was become a Turkiſh. Pacha, wrote 


to him from Conſtantinople, and their 5 
correſpondence continued fome time, but 


nothing of it has been recovered except a a 


fiogle fragment which we ſhall tranſcribe. 
: — 1 am the firſt faint, that was "ever 


* 1 up to the diſcretion of Prince 


2 9 5 | Eugene. 


Mi e * was ſenſible, that "ox fab 
; <«-mitting to circumciſion, I ſhould ex- 
” 4 poſe myſelf to a kind of ridicule ; but 
] was ſoon aſſured that I ſhould be ex- 
i cuſed from undergoing that operation, 
« on account of my advanced age; but 1 
„ was ſtill with-beld by the ridicule of 
changing my religion. It is true that 1 
* have always thought it a matter of in- 
difference to the deity, whether a man 
„„ Was Mahometan, Chriſtian, Jew, or 
„ Guebre: on that ſubject I have always 
maintained the ſame ſentiments with the 
„ Regent Duke of Orleans, my dear 
« friend the Marquis de la Farre, the 
Abbé Chaulicu, and all the men of ſenſe 
and honour with whom I have paſſed 
* my life. 1 know that Prince Eugene 
„ thought as I did, and that he would 
1 « have done the ſame thing in my ſituati- | 
on. In a word, was reduced to the 
alternative of loſing my head, or cover- 
ing it with a turban. I communicated 
my perplexity in confidence” to Lamira, 
5 a domeſtic of mine, my interpreter, 
OO Os ut i „ whom 


* 
＋ * 
T n 
| MM DD 
ft * \ . 8. „ r 


. fo dohited.; me to him, 
1 whoſe faith wes g wayering, Hear 


1" Onereligion: is indiſputably the — ; 


ht ug roRLe Ki, MEM O1Rs 


8 hom u have ſince that time ſcen in 


+ France wich, Said. Efindi. This man 
+ brought me an Iman, who poſſeſſed a | 
s fund of knowledge ſuperi 


ior to the gene- 
lity of this countrymen, Lamita pre- 
bim as a Catechumen, 


*©, what.this; good Prieft dictated to him i in 


P 7 4; my ee een it 5 850 | 


French 


antient and the pureſt! in the known 
% world: tis the religion; of Abraham, 
14 
% and this is confirmed / * Holy: wo 
41 e where it is id, 4 , 

true, belie ver- ene meithir dae. 


believe Go Ale him we e ; 
8 regard Meoca 46 1 

** holy city, only becauſe: it was reveren- 
ed as ſuch even in ee Uſa, 5 
1 ſon of Abraham. tino 45 | 


God hath c eee me b . 
0 2 the n el for his reli 


"mY 3 


-unſophiſticated » by» the leaſt mixture, 
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gion ha 1 : 
« « Aſia and Africa; and the race of fac = 
has not been able to preſerve n of 
8 1 ground in either of them. . 
It is true, that our celigian... is per- 
« « haps ſomewhat mortifying t the fleſh.; 
« Mahomet has repreſſed the licence in 
0 which all the Afiatic Princes indulged 
« themſelves ;—that « of having an unde- 
| C terminate number of wives. The 
Princes of the abominable ſect of the 
4 Jews had. carried this licence farther 
0 than any other: David had eighteen 
«1 Wives; Solomon, according to the Jews, 
had ſeven hundred, but our Prophet re- 
& duced the number to Ie. 
„ He has forbidden the uſe of wine 
Wand ſtrong liquors, becauſe they diſorder 
, both body and foul, occaſion diſeaſes and 
= quarrels, and becauſe it is much more 
eaſy to abſtain from them entirely, than | 
5 to keep within bounds. 3 
 « But what renders our 3 holy 
* and excellent, is its being the only one 
*«© which makes alms-giving an eſſential 
40 duty. j Other religions recommend 
4 WW 


„  * 
* 


% 
- 
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198 charity, but we expreſoly command it, 
;44-under pain of eternal damnation.” | 
Our religion is likewiſe the Gay one 
« which forbids games of chance, and 
* under the ſame penalties, which proves 
, the profound wiſdom of Mahomet. 
He knew that gaming rendered men 
| 40 « incapable of applying to buſineſs, and 
put too often transformed ſociety into | 
is * aſſemblies of dupes and knaves. 
In this place there are ſeveral Haſphe- = 
nous lines which we dare not copy. They 
nay be pardonable in a Turk, but a Chr; . 
tian cannot tranſcribe tbem. . EEE 59 
If this Chriſtian has a mind to ab- : 
« jure his idolatrous ſect, and embrace 
« that. of the victorious Muſſelmen, _ 
« * has. only to pronounce our holy for- 
40 mulary in my preſence, to repeat the 
* © prayers, and perform the ablutions 
Which are ordained. | 
„ Lamira having read this wiiting to 
* me, he ſaid, "Monſieur, the Count, 
Fe theſe Turks are not ſuch fools as they are 
« believed to be at Vienna, Keke” and 
WT Paris, —I replied, that 14 felt an in- 


vis ward 


„ N . VOLTAIRE. wy 


„ward impulſe of Turkiſh grace, which 
conſiſted in the firm hope, that I ſhould 
attack Prince Eugene When I ſhould: 


« battalions. 710 


I pronounced the e . for 


*« word, after the Ane 2 4 ill 1 


4 made me repeat the prayer, milich i 2 
75 Bins ul: theſe . os: e 


40 «moſt 5 God, Ke. N refs ts 


This ceremony WAS. me in the 


10 ee of two Muſſelmen, who went 


« immediately to acquaint the Pacha of 


have the command ſome Türlich 


« Boſnia, While they were gone on this 


14 errand, my head was ſhaved, and the, 
0 Iman covered it with : a Turban, Kc. of} 
We mi ght join ſome ſongs of the 
G Paths to. this curious fragment 
but, though his verſes are Lind they 
are not ſo intereſting as his proſe, © 
We have nothing to mention that hap-' 
pened in the year 1744, except that our 
author was admitted of almoſt all the 


9 in Europe, and what is moſt 
 fingular, 


: 
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Hanes 1 to conceive how Prot 
*# ſuch a 6 nter Err e of « oth 


« 
1 ſun has his ſpots and eclipſes ; they are 
« mentioned i in the moſt petty almanacks ; ; 
« and. as you very properly « obſerve, they 
1 who cenſure. too ſeverely, have often 
E « { greater. 
- « thoſe whom they reproye.... Homer, 
_ « Virgil,:, Taflo, and ſeveral others, can 
_ «loſe but little by ſome flight faults, co 
e yered with. athouſand beauties ; but the 
aun rid 
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into that f le Geke, «Head 


| aun Paſſionci, —— begins with theſe . 


4 There readyour charmingand learned | 
alian letter over and over again, and 
«Aways with new 1 ſure. 1 is difßeult : 


«languages, could acquire” ſuch” pe 
« tion in this. . «II N $5 51559 it ON ks 
205 The remarks” which you 180 . in 
« 10 letter upon the errors of the grea- 


eſt men, comes very apropos; for the 


| ecd. of. out, indulgence than, 


ö ulous, and i in- 


N eee capable 


Fs 


Which has , 
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A capable of diſtinguiſhing beru- ben : 


<©Ennians's dung, &“ Z 


1 3; 


Cardinal Paſſionei wrote, as is ie E 
almoſt as well i in French as: Italian, and ; 


thought very judicioully, Our en 1 2 


not eſcape him. 


About the end of the year 174 M. 5 


de Voltaire had a warrant appointing him 


known' by 


Biſtory x Was chiefly compoſed! in England, 


| Hiſtoriographer | of France, Whieh he 
Called A trifle. He was already 
Hiſtory of Charles XII. 

en ſo often printed. This 


when, he was in that country with Mr. Fa- 


bricius, (Chamberlain to George 1: King 


N. de Caumartin. 2917 


TT 4. F 
14 1 
7 3 
- 


of its facts: but when King Staniſlaus ſent 


+ ©s 


» 0; England, and Elector of Hangyer) Who. 
had, lived ſeven. Fears with Charles AL. 


| st. 2 af ung 15 ehe ub 2 


"> miltory rail 7 1 ſile, | 
1 2 48 auch erlticiſed, for the incredibility, 
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— followin g authentic teſtimony to the 
| author, by the Count de Treſſan, his Liey-- 
tenant General, the criticiſms Fepled, and 
the fats were credited. 
Mr. de Voltaire bas neither forgotten 
| « nor miſplaced a ſingle fact or circum- 
« ſtance ; all is truth and properly ranged. 
« He has ſpoken of Poland and all the 
events which happened there, as K ding 
5 had been an eye witneſs, | 
% Giyen at Comercy, 11th July, 1759. 
Since he had got the title of Hiſtorio- 
grapher, he was not willing to hold it in 
vain, leſt that ſhould be ſaid of him which 
was ſaid by one, of the Clerks of the 
Royal Treaſury concerning Racipe and 
Boileau, We bavy as yet ſeen nothing of theſe 
gentlemen but their 7 ubſcription. He wrote x 
his Hiſtory of the War of 1741, while in 
1 utmoſt rage, which may be found: in 
is age of Louis XIV. and XV. „ 
' He was then at Etiole, with the ln). | 
7 ing Madame d' Etiole, afterwards Marchi- 
w_ oneſs of Wenn The Court gave 


e 


Ly, 


* 1 * 8 rinted ſepara 1 and moſt ridiculou 5 
| adulltera ted. p pan 2 4 Z 
. |: orders 


| 


1 
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4 


n for ſome grand feſtivals i in the be- 
ginning of the year 1745, when they ; 
were about to marry the Dauphin to the 


Infants of Spain. They deſired to have 


interludes with ſinging muſic, and a kind 


of comedy, which ſhould. connect the 
ſongs. It was given in charge to our au- 
thor; although it was a Kind of entertain- 
ment for which he had no reliſh. He 
choſe the ſtory of a Princeſs of N; avarre | 
for his ſubject. The piece was written 
ſuperficially. Mr. Popeliniere, one of the 
Farmers General, but a. man of letters, 
introduced ſome airs, and the muſic Was 
compoſed by the famous Rameau. © 

Madame d'Etiole at that time 5 88 


| the employment of Gentleman in Ordi- 


nary of the Chamber, for Mr. de Vol- 
taire, It was a preſent worth ſixty thou- 


ſand livres, and the more pleaſing, that 


a little after he obtained the ſingular favour + 


of being permitted to ſell this employ- 
ment, and to proſervs the title, ae | 
and functions of it. 

| Few people know the lttle REES; 


5 which he made upon thid fayour being 
| Eg 11 2 _ granted 


jr ho 1 Tai 1 

- Et mon Americaihe Alzire N . 

Ns mon valut jamais un ſeul regard du Hel. n 
Valais mille ennemis avec tres peu de gidirey* = 
Les honneurs eee eee Rb» 
Four la Farce de la Foire. Fog a, RFA g 


yh Alabs, Zara, Henry wiiti in vain, | o \ SHA 
Lk © Not eV a ſmile could ſrom our Monarch n, 
15 A thouſand ctities roſe to blaſt my nme, 
| | Atl ice bas brought me wealth and fame, " 


' Nevertheleſs he had a penſion of two 
thoulind livres from the King, and one of | 
fifteen hundred from the Queen, a long 
time before, bat be never. 1 for . 
ment. — 


Hiſtory being now V abe he — his 
Age of Tout IV. but did not perſiſt in 
it : he wrote the Campaign of 27 744. and 
the famous Battle of Fontenoy, enterin 8 
into the Whole detail of that — 8 
con. In this poem the number of the | 
„„ killed in esch regiment is mentioned. . 
ot We Count enge, wares of Wa, 
3 75 : "had 4 
= PORES 5; 1 e 


#1 


> ; 4 * 
* 2 F A 
WEL 4 . * 
on 7 ? 


#; 


#4 


had communicated: all the Offiterk ye. | 


to him, and the Marechals in and 
gave him their materials. 1 


We believe 1e-wild give Ecker fe h 
to thoſs who! wiſh to know men and 
3 we tranſeribe a letter written on 


the field of battle, to Mr. de Voltaire, 
by the Marquis d' Argenſon, Miniſter for 


Foreign Affairs, nn Wem . "ON 
denen av War” = n 

He addreſſes bi Mc the 
Hiſtorlan, and ſays, or Fou muſt have 
«been informed of the news on which 
you fo heartily congratulate us on Wed- 
* nefday evening. A Page ſet out from 


the field of battle, to carry the diſpatches, 


7 at Half paſt two o'clock on Tueſday, and 


am told that he arrived at five oclock 
«on Wedneſday evening at Verſailles. 
t was a glorious ſpectacle to fee the 
A 2. and the . upon 


9 f 
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« horſe I joined his Majeſty near. a place 


4 * 
ut 
; T4 ae 
i > 1 5 N j Z 8 
4 


L bad the honour of meeting th 
King near the field of battle, having 
« arrived from Paris on Sunday. I was 
« informed that the King was gone 

* to take an airing, and having got 4 


« which was in view of the enemy's 
% :p. I then learnt for the firſt time, 
4 hat his Majeſty's intentions were, and 
46 oy never ſaw a man ſo chearful as he was 

«upon. the occaſion. We diſcuſſed that 


2 « point. of hiſtory that you have handled 


« in a few lines; which of our Kings 
« gained the laſt royal battle; and I af- 
« ſure you that his courage did not wrong 


* his judgment, nor his judgment wrong 
«© his memory. He then went and lay | 


upon ſtraw ;——never was there a ball- 
« night more gay, nor ſo many bon-mots 
« uttered. The King ſung a droll ſong 


« of ſeveral verſes. They, ſlept all the 


time, which was not Interrupted. by 
« Couriers and Aids-de-camp. As to the 


11 Dauphin, he went to the battle, as to 


« a hare hunting, and almoſt faid, what! 


| 5 is this all ? A 9 ſtruck in the 


2 | \ clay 


1 


1 
b 
1 
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King. Our maſters laughed very hear- 


| « tily at the perſon that was ſpattered, One 


t of my brothers grooms, who was behind 
* the company, was e in the he: ad 
1 * HD a muſket ball. | „ 

ce What is true — nds, rd withs 
65 out flattery, is, that the King gained the 


battle by his own courage and abilities. 


« You will ſee different accounts and de- 


« tails, and you will be informed of our 


« ſeeing a ſecond edition of Dettingen, 


00 where the French were proſtrated be- 


fore the Engliſh ſteadineſs, whoſe rol- 


<< ling fire reſembled, the flames of hell, 
ff which I own ſtupified the moſt uncon= 
be cerned ſpectators, and we. began 9 by | 


5 in deſpair about the ſtate. ST IN 
* Some of our generals, who have n more 
10 « heart and courage than abilities, gave 
«« moſt excellent advice: They diſpateh d 
« orders all the way to Liſle; ;—they dou- 
i bled the King's $ guard ;—they had-eye- 


ry thing packed upN&c. The King 
laughed at all this, and going 


7 N to the center, he aſked % 


* 5 


A1 R K. 4 46+ | 
4 36 


ge 2 pot beſpattered a man near the 


\ 


A charge was made by the corps e 
* ſerve; conſiſting of the ſame cavalry 


4 * 


5 n 16701 4e L MEMO ns 


2 corps-de-reſerve, and the btave Low- 


«endabl; but there was no 


4 mhich had already made an unſucceſs- 


e attack, the King's thouſehold, the 


GCarabineers, thoſe of the French guards 

ho had not. moved and the Iriſhibci- 
«© gade, who: always diſtinguiſh -them-' 

«ſelves: when they march againſt the En - 


4% glifh and Hanoverlans. Voöur friend, 
„ Nichelieb, is anot 


her Bayard; it was 
<:he'who gave the adviceto attack the in- 
% fantry like hunters or fotagers, pell- 


mell, the Habd lo were, the arm ſhor- 
* tened, maſlers, ſervants, officers, cavalrys | 


** infantry Atog ether, And he executed it. 


Nothin ng cam Sire this Fretich - | 


_« 'yacity* 
Kt ten x minutes the battle was gained by this 


ehiis o müch ſpoken of, andin 


4 reſeen ſtroke. The heavy Englich 
«-batallions retired }' and, in ſhort, there 
40 ele fourteen thouſand of them Kilrd.- "4 


a? 3 24 4 e A; LF» 
„ lo A, Moy were fourteen eta men mifling 
F the Ser -but egg Were retuned that day. 


K 1 r 
ay . 


* 5 
75 Fake : 45 44 4 
+; 3 | Cer 
* * 11 A af - 1 * k * 8 * 
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5 Certainly the artillery had the honour 
4c of this rercible ſlaughter ;—there never 
«« were ſo many or ſuch large cannon'fired- 
« at one battle, as at the battle ot Fonte- 
10 nay. There were no leſs than a hun- 
« dred, It would ſcem as if the poor ene- 
© my were willing to let eyery thing ar- 
rive at the army, which could be unfa- 
te yourable for them; the cannon from 
% Dguay; the nn WY ** | 
sf keteers. 
Do not forget. 4 one PI 4 which | 
happened at the [laſt attack which 1 
. « ſpoke of, The Dauphin, from a natu- 
. ral impulſe, drew his ſword in the moſt 
40 graceful manner, and inſiſted upon 
charging, but he was begged to deſiſt. 
« After all, to mention the bad with the 
40 good, I obſerved a habit too eaſily, ac- 
« quired, of looking in tranquility. upon 
« the ſtripped dead, the dying, and the 
<6 reeking wounds upon the field of battle, 
10 For my part, I own. that. my heart fail 
« ed, and that I wanted a reſtorative. 4 
Fig ' 158 remarked our young heroes, 
Pero & « who 
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h ſeemed too; indifferent upon this 
inhuman; carnage may, encreaſe that 
r turn 70 _ 1e. ths cantly: 1 

W F on 54 WET 
ks 150 telumph h e auen b -it | 
ere God ſave the King; hats in 
the air and upon bayonets; the com- 

n pliments of the Sovereign to bis troops; 

« wiſiting the entrenchments; villages; 

« and redoubts ; joy, glory, and tender- 
«© neſt ; but the ground of the picture is 
% human blood, _ Da er ſt Bur | 
anne e 

"4 At the end Ag thi wfarajilh ths King 


« „de me with a converſation on tile 


- ſubje&t of Pence, and I have Olſpatched 
4 ſome couriers. * 1 

„The King was uch enizithinhd's 11 | 
«td in the ' trenches ;—they fi ; a 

good deal at him, but he remained there 
« three hours. I was employed in my 
« my cloſet, which is my trench, and * 
: 0 own I have been much retarded in 


« duſinols by "WM "theſs diffipations.” 1 
e Ss 5 a * trembled 


or M R. VIQLT/AIRE: „ ; 


=. vrombled.rot- every. dhot Inheard fired. 
< I went the day before yeſterdey to ſhe 
the trenches, but I cannot ſay there is 
t any thing entertaining tg. the eyes We 
« ſhall have Te Dawn lung, to-day under "2 
* tent, andtherg will he a general fen de jaje = 
« of the whole army, which the King will 
« go to ſee from Mount Trinity ; it will 
| bt Wb fine. ws OO War 225 
1 Adieu, preſent my humble reſpeds 
« to Madame Chatellet.- Waere. 1 
It Was this ſame Marquis, d. Argenſon, 5 
whom, Hams, trifling . courtiers ved, to 


1 letter ſheys, +hat be was. of. 20 3 
able turn of mind, and had a very tender 
heart. They who were acquainted with 


hum, ſaw more of the philoſopher than tl 


| politician in him, but chiefly 1 yalued 'him 

for his being an excellent eitlzen. He 
may be judged of by his book, entitled 

„ 1% pverment, Prin tel 
in 1664, b } 4 Michel Rey. _ Attend 
_ chiefly to chapter on the 2 F offices. 
We cannot reſiſt the bn of N reciting 


* — , 


I's . 


470 It is * 70 ana aha 
| © called The Political Teſtament of 
= « Cardinal Richelieu, has met with ſuch 
| general approbation, the work of 'ſome 
church pedant, and unworthy of the 
5 % great genius to whom it has been aſcri- 
© bed, if it was not for the chapter where 
« the ſale of offices is anathematized. A 
« wretched invention, which has been 
© productive of fo many miſchiefs,. the 
« remedies for which, though moſt in- 
-  diſpenfibly neceſſary, is almoſt become 
« im praticable ; for it would require the 
Wo —_— revenues of the ſtate only to re- 


imburſe the principal Officers, who do ; 
es, #*; | 
This important paſſage e to es 
foretold, at a diſtance, the abolition® of 
this ſhameful venality, which was accom- 
pliſched in 1771, to che aſtoniſhment of all 
France, where ſuch a reformation was 
thought impracticable. In the above paſſage 


we diſeover the ſam Wen 1 


e auen un, wa nh wal, X 


cdl x "TR 
4 3 25 f Sr 


4 5 N 8 s 
£ a . 5 ; ; „ 
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el by Mr. de Voltaire, who” has 'ſhewn 
we abſurd errors with which that libel 
Gwarms, that has been ſo ridiculouſly a. 
9 0 Cardinal Richelieu, and whohas | 

wiped away from the memory of thazft 
able and reſpectable Miniſtetʒ the ſta m 
with which his name was covered b RR... 
- n nk "np ty * 4 vw "Ws IT 5 5 | | 
. s likewild unte 1 a Sib 


& 2 


picture which the Marquis FAGAN 
has drawn of the Werne the, 7 
. ants.: a 8 4 4 + 1 1 
e TO begin with KS rig; the er 1 5 
. « the rank at Court, it is the more dif- : 
xc ficult to perſuade one's ſelf of thewretch-" 
0 *< edneſs of the country. The nobility ß 
e O90 who have great poſſeſſions in the coun- "mf 
| © try, ſometimes hear a good' deal" (aid 1 
| upon the ſubject, but their Hard hearts 
« ſeel nothing in theſe miſeries but the 


_  * diminution of their revenues. Thoſe | 
who come from the country, and were 
. affected with what they ſaw, very ſoon 


T forget it, by being immerſed in knie "Ra 
{EY 6c © lights 


Y 
3%, 4 
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„lights of the capital. Ye muſt baue 
* Brady fouls and ——— be ah 
| s ampaſſio b m— es 4 


iin 27 3 * 2 . 


great deal of thei * os. 
the conſequence was, that the Secretary 
of State employed the man of genius in 
ſeyeral important affairs during the years 
1745, 17465 and 1747, which is probably 
the reaſon of our not having any thra · 
trical RR our authog; yy that 
period. 

5 wwe, abſerve by his papers, that the | 
cret of the propoſed deſcent upon Eng- 

{ land, which Was undertaken i In the year 
1746, was truſted to him. The Duke 
of Richelieu was to have commanded 
the army. The Pretender had gained 
two battles, and a revolution was expect- 
ed. Mr. de Voltaire was employed to 
* the een en wh ich we 


12 > * * & 15 


vt 


„ 


mh — — 


_ * nation ſhall require it. His" Majefty, . 


r u VOL MANRE, 6 
ve Mia wir Es: 710 61094, 04 


0 * King f France is. fen hin 2 


a ol 
f 4 75 9 


Prince Charles, Edward. 
Th «The. moſt ſerene: Prince Charles Ed - 


« © ward "on vi nene in Great Bri» 
liſtance uk, *, 


« of; Europe, and the hearts ini 
©, tru — any 


Lene — 144 worthy: of inhe- 
© riting the Throne of his anceſtors, and 
* a\ generous people, of whom the wor- 
* thieſt part have joined in xecalling ”— 
Charles Stuart to his country. 


4 ſends the Duke of Richelieu —— | 
aof his army, becauſe the Engliſh, of 


te the pureſt intentions, have ſollicited this 
aſſiſtance; and he ſends only the pre- 
«* cife number of troops which have been 


* demanded; becauſe he will be ready to 


« withdraw them as ſoon as the Engliſn 


. 


Oy Ht STORICAT/ MEMOIRS. 


of in affording this juſt aſſiſtance to his 
« relation, the ' deſcendant” of ſo many 
« Kings, and a Prince ſo worthy of a 
Throne, takes this ſtep jointly with the 
1 people of England, only with the de- 
3 © ſign, to reſtore peace to them and all Eu- 
„ pe, and froma perſuaſion, that it will 
have the deſired effect 2 being perfectly 
convinced, that the moſt Serene Prince 
46) Zdward depends upon the good will of 
= people, and looks upon the ſupport of 
= | a their ie liberties; laws, and hape e 5 
.  _ 6, greatipurpoſerof all his undertakings 
« and, laſtly, becauſe the greateſt Kings 
* of, England: have been thoſe, who, like 
„ dDeing bred in adverſity, have 7 
« deſerved. the. dre, and e * * 
eaten. bs iy 1A ARES A 20554 | 
ut An nate ſeniments tht the King. 


*% mag was hows lawful. heir.of hats 
4 bY pe ron warrior, whocomes to throw 
L hinſelf: into their arms, apd \notwith- 


: «them and their lays, but a confirmation 
40 of 


* 
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of his moft ſacred tights: who betet 
can have a ſeparate intereſt from theirs, 
« and whoſe virtues have at length ſoft; 


«+ ened' the hearts that: were the moſt ptc- 
« judiced againſt his esuſe. 


< tually to eſtee 
% naturally convotted: by: their e 2OmImer 
«< cial wants, and ought. to be & upon 


* this; occaſion, by the intereſts 'of 1 2 
* Prince who deſerves the goodeind- all 


h Dake of Richoion.compund 
ing the army of his Meajeſty the King 


* of France, addteſſes this deelaration' ta 


« the faichful people of the three kings 
c doms of Great Britain, and aſſures them 
of the conſtant protection of the Ring 


* his maſter. He comes to join the heit 


of their ancient Kings, and like him ta 


5 ſhed his blood for their ſerviee 


N El . 4 


It is evident by the expreſſions in this 
Oy what were the fentiments of 


eſteem and inclination, which the uuthor 
e ” K ; gf . „ L 4 v4 "I 3 
* 4245 N N ; ” 


Mat STE Tf: 
814 


a e 
_ vill reunite ——_—C F 


* 
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had at all times entertained for the Engliſh 
nation, _ in which. ae e 
perſiſtedꝰ. e A. en „„ 4 
It Ma KY Ne pat" Lally wh 
projected the ſcheme of this deſcent, which 
was alm da laid aide. He was born in 1 
d, and derte the ee _ . 
We have py Shad, near 4 Mr. de Voltairs „ 
 fay,/ that this hatred was a violent pas 
in Lally, that wwe cannot help teſtifying | 
our aſtoniſhment at that General having 
been accuſed, ſince that time, of be- „ 
traying Pondicherry to the Englich. "The * = 
| decree which condemned Monfieur Lally . | 
to he put to death, is one of the moſt ex- 1 
 traordinary ſentences Which has been 
given in our days, and was a conſequence 
of the mis fortunes of France. This i in- 
ſtance, and that of the Marechal de Ma- 
rillac, plainly” ſhew that whoever is at 
| the head of armies or e, of ag is 


3 * 


| 0 By * if this man 

Mr. p,the compete of or the E ng TR. nation, we 22 fer 

| gratitude to the amily wanover, 3 he oped the 
Handl 7 e > i 3 | 

n * | ſeldom | 


. bed of ho 


introductoty diſcoutſeg with nothing 

the praiſes of Cardinal 
| n'often'rep ted on former adinify 
emb lliſhed his diſcourſe with 


French lapguage. They 
admitted ſince his time have general 
followed and Petfeatad this uſefuß prac- 


tice. e BRF Ha 74 | 


infpid-euſton + of ling aber 


Kibhellew) which | 


MR; V OL TAR E111 6 
1fure/of dying in his own bed, or 
OS DOE 09 mints 


It was in the year 1746 that Mr. de 
| Voltaire "was admitted into the French 


3 


1 narks upon taſte! and upon ths 
Who habe been 
rally 


He aeroben ed Madame du Chit: 5 


. 


let to the Court of Klip Stanjſfaus at at Lu. 2 


neville, in 1. 748, wh en he gave rt Cor 
medy | br Na which 1 was 6 
the 19th' of "Joly 155 that year cl 
ſucceed”; Pts! t. Heft, but. ſome tim. 


15 55 a very. conßderabie 4 an ee 
n. This 8 whimlicalneſs” if the "public 
0 be iſcribed” only to the — | 


of ubnblin ng a man Who is too 1 . 
| K 2 e voured: 


4 7 


* 


* 5 3 $7 * * vs 1 — 
— $ a 4 ; » 
W ci. og. We e PP mon 2 — 


* 


1 


of Auguſt of che fame year, 1748, but 
at laſt it had greater ſucceſs upon 8 
* eee or Mahomet. 


* e en the. Hife 


Sam to ahis proper chk; þ bas 211 1 


The ſame tbing happened, at the firſt 
repoaſentationof Semiramis .an-the agilv 


— 
Ae that e. did not declare himſelf to 
be the author of the . panegyric upon 
Louis XV. —— e you 
han Sponith, and EügliiÜm. 

5 "The diforder which alarmed the public 

1 er XV. —_ 


very interelt- 
W the author be- 
hat 'p ie tung in it, which 
end * Cc . . W NA bas come 


e 7 his his work vas 6 1-7 _ 


69.9 of the 


TSS, h e did not * 


. 
N 


Mr. Fournonts'"/\ Bi E $$} paper * 
; + $1 £4 2 1 77 1 ++ *# 14 HS 15 75 24 7 3 7 * . 10 * > 
| , 
* 3 m'en remercie, ie e an 
Celui qul le moins ven fourie. 


1 Efxoclui pour qu je Pai fat {IT Ann 1 75 


I 7 $3 3112 1 1 AMI „ ; 
©; My pavegyrie mects deen, I, 


A + a 
"87 None ſhews it en the leaſt 2 n 


n 1 not the object of my pruiſe, e * 
"141 NC IInY Uh 6 d 


Sti 


thu was. at the court. ot It 
the palace, of BY A in th 
1749- Wirh the March 


= The King. of 4 It. 1 5 time gave 

= Mr. de Voltaire an invitation to che and 
live with hig. It wag not tall towards , 
the end of the month. of Auguſt, 1750, 
alter having for ſ months combated che 
opinions of all his friends, ho fttaggl7 
diſſuaded him from. going, chat we find 
him reſplved to quit! France, and attach 
Val oo tis Pruſſian ki geny bo the reſt 


£ + 5 x * 5 | of 


% 


TOR - bo ed — 9 
0 4 ad nc, CES 
* A IM 
— — —— 1 
= Was. 
4 e 
* 5 


Hin? —— of Auguſt. from eas: 
1 ments deſtined for his e gueſt in the 
palace of Berlin: a letter which has deen 
often printed and is univerſally known. 
J have ſeen the . 
1 niece wrote to you from Paris. The 
« friendſhip which ſhe expreſſes for you, 
amen eſteem. 1 ſhould. think 
as ſhe does if L were Madame Dennis; 
« but being what 1 am, I rhink other- 
46 ways. Iyſhould::be; diſtrated if I 
2 thoughttoglelf the cauſe of making my 
- * enemy wretched; how then could 1 
4 defire "the © "unhappineſs of the man 
whom I 1o 1 


a; ; 


« my fake_ has given up his country, and 
« whatever has been thought dear among 
7 men?. No, my dear Voltaire, 1 would | 
« be the fil to diſſuade you from = 
«7 could foreſee that Jour coming to 
« live” in this country | could® in the 
4 ſmalleſt degree prove 4 diſadvantage 
eto you. Ves, 1 ſhould! prefer your 
74 — to the exceflive pleaſure 1 


* 1 5  * have 


v love and eſteem, and who, for 5 


4 * ſorable, than that — hiloſo 


in county where) you are ag highly 
© valued as in your on, 


I 15 friend who Has 2 grateful! 140 1 


"FJ n 
1 
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2 Wy maſter in lesen 
ence, and 1 love you tas 
7 What flavery, what 
what change, what. in, 
by conſtancy of fortune, is o be dreaded © 


with a 


% have not dhe fooliſh © Prefy 
«to think Berlin equal to 


% riches, grandeur, and mag . 

„make 4 a city ag greeable,” by in! 15 : 

* yield to Paris. 11 there i is a Particular 
place to be found in the world, Where 


| i fine taſte more generally prevails, I 1 


A, me allow it is Paris; but 
| & «do 


 * becauſe you conſent to retire” Stack 


* H 18 T ORTCAL\/MEMOTRS 


400.000: ou. carry that taſte vich bo 


46 60 een wWe will 9 
1 upon eatth. I * 
friend ſhip which attached you 

*-Maddinb du - Chutellet; but after her, 1 
* onσi of your oldeſt friends.” What! 


eee ie it" be n 
« hbuſe © Becomes* your priſon ? f 
„I besome your tyrant bleu 1 im 

Joel friend?” 1 cdifefs to you 1 do 
* not * that logic, „ ad Tam 


y perſuaded "that you will b be 


41 1 


61 very Kul here, as long a as I hall live; 
5 1 will W upon 2s the 5 50 


*7 &S 


þ 
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After this- letter, the _ -of Pute 


of France, 


aſked the man the Kin 


twenty t 


the accounts of Mr. Delaleu, the . 
we find that Mr. de Voltaire was at an 


expence of thirty thouſand livres a. Your . 
there. He Was attached ta the King of i 
Pruſſia by the moſt reſpectful regard, as 
well as by their conformity of taſte. He 
has a hundred times ſaid, that that Mo- 


narch was as agreeable in company, as 
he was formidable at the heaf f an ar. 
my: and that he had never more \pleaſ-. 
ing evening parties at Paris,” than” "thols 


to which that Prince would have. Sch 


ſtantly admitted him. His regard #8; te. — 


King of Pruſſia roſe to a degree of en- 


K "Pp Py 1 


thufiaſm, His apartments were under 
the King's, and he never quitted them 
þut to go to ſupper. The King compoſed 


NOULANC “ 45 pag K be. 
did not give up his houſe at Paris, and by. 


4% 


* — 
PPP 
R — g b 4 
. 


try, in the upper apartments, while his 
favourite cultivated the fame arts and the 


/ 
1 
4 
8 
1 
14 
1 
4 
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works in philoſophy; hiſtory, and poe- 


ſame talents in the lower, They commu- 


nieated their works to one another. The 
Pruſſian Monarch wrote his memoirs of 
the Houſe of Brandenburgh at Potzdam 


and the French author having carried his 


materials with him, wrote his age of 


Louis XIV. at the ſame place. Thus did 


his days glide along in tranquility en- 
livened by ſuch agreeable employments, 

His Oreftes, and Rome Preſerved, were 
performed at Paris. Oreſtes was played 
about the end of the year 17 59, and Rome 
Preſerved in 1960, Theſe two pieces, 
like his Merope | ag The Death of Ceſar, 
axe entirely free from any love affair. He 
wiſhed to purge the ſtage of every thing 
which was not capable of producing the 
emotions proper ta Tragedy. He looked 
upon Electra in love as a monſter dreſſed 
in dirty ribbons ; and in different works 
he has ſhewn that * were "oe ſenti» 


8 


N 


* 


We 


We have recovered a letter of his in 
verſe, which he ſent to the king of Pruſ- 


* 


Ms 


Ga with his manuſcript of Oreſtes, . 
Grand juge, & grand feſeurde vers, 


Liſez cette cxuyre-dramatique, (| 
Ce croquis de la ſcene antique / ; | 
Que des grecs le pinceau rragique | . 
Fit admirer 3 Pupivers ; 
Jungen ſi Vardeur amoure: 
D' une Electre de quiramte ans. 
Doit dans de tels & ne ments 
Etaler les beaux ſentiments _ 5 
D'une heroine doucer eure 
En maſſacrant ſes chers parents _ 
D' une main peu reſpectueuſ. | 

Une princeſſe en fon printems, 
Qui ſurtout n'auroient rien A os. 
Pourait avoir par paſſe tem 1 1 
A ſes pieds un ou deux amants a) 
Et les tromper avec miſtere. 
Mai la fille d' Agamemnon 
| Neeut dans la tete d autre affaire 
Que d' etre digne de ſon nom, 
Et de vanger le roi ſon pre. i 5 
Et; Jeſtime encore que ſon frbre 7 | 
Ne doit point etre un Celadon. 
Ce heros fort atrabilaire 
NV itait point n6 fur le Lignon, 
Apprene moi mon Apollon 


! 3s 
- 2 
* ny : 
” - 
5 
: - 
* * ; 
4 


* 7 Al tort d'tre ſi ſevere, 7 
L 3 „ 
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] | = a 4 . f . 1 Crebillon. 


| | © Sophocle peut avoir raiſon, _ : 
[| | Ve laiſſer des torts a Voltaire, 


The Poet with the Critic eee $32 aL 
Unite their mingled fires 

| Theſe homely lines deign to peruſe, 
Faint tranſcript of a Grecian muſe, - | 


e Es PEDRO ec . + AI 


Ow OW Nee at 
8 — 
- 


Whoſe ſtrains the world admires. \ 
Il Say if it would.the ſcene improves wy 
| Should old Electra talk of love, 
a And languiſhing complain, 
_ - Or frantic for her ſlaughter d Sire, 
With fell revenge her boſom fire, 
i Till blood efface the ſtain? 
| 'Tis granted that at warm fifteen, 
| A ſighing Princeſs might be ſcen, . 
Lil To burn in am rous flame; e Be 
1 But paſt the hey day of the blood, _ 
3 | Now cool the luſty youthful flood, 
1 At forty—is't the um:? 


24. "Nr eee 


And for a miſtreſs idly pine, 
1 Or weep becauſe he's ſeotm d: 
| 5 By fury ſtung he madly. drew , _ 
| ben and ble mother few4 
' 


nas 
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1 Nen thy Apoll, deign 6 * 11 * 
i 1 I Have reaſon'd ill or well, 
Aud which will ſtand the tel? 


a 8 Crebillon and the Grecian bard _ 1 
Humbly follicit your award, N 
A m which'will plate you et ab 
It 8 eee [chat 2 — 
be more agreeable than this kind of life; - 
or any thing do more honour. to philoſo- 
phy and the Belles - lettres. This happi- 
neſs would have been more laſting, and 
would not have given place to a ſtill great- 
er happineſs, if it had not been for a diſ- 
pute on a ſubject in mixed Mathematics, 
which aroſe between Maupertuis, Who 
likewiſe lived at that time with the King . 
of Pruſſia, and Koenig, librarian - to the 
Princeſs of Orange, at the Hague. This 
_ diſpute was a continuation of that which 
for a long time had divided the Mathe- 
maticians about the living and dead 
little quackery gets into this ſubject, as well 
as into theology and medicine. It Was a 
maſt trifli en beſt, for let them 
0 5 | | entangle 


F 
„ 
EST EE 


* 
* 

* 
> The 
me 
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entangle it as much as they wi 
always return to the plain laws of mo- 
tion. The tempers of the diſputants were 
ſowered, and Maupertuis, who ruled the 
Academy at Berlin, procured a condem- 
nation of Kœnig's opinion in the year 
1752, on the authority of a letter of 
the late Leibnitz, without being able to 
produce the original of that letter, which 
howeyer had been ſeen by Mr. Wolf. 

He went ſtill farther, he wrote to the 
Princeſs of Orange, to beg her to diſmiſs 
Kcœnig from his employment of Librari- 
an; and repreſented him to the King of 
Pruflia, as a man who had been wanting 
in the reſpect due to his Majeſty, Voltaire, 
who had paſſed two whole years at Cirey | 
with Koenig, during which he had con- 
trated an intimacy, thought it was his 


duty agenly 6 apa Ms ena * 
friend. 


— violene;! 1 the 
ſtudy of Philoſophy degenerated into fac- 
tion and cabal; Maupertuis was at ſome 

. One 


Officer, the King, in his uſual manner, 


| pertuis publiſhed | | 
phical Letters, in which he propoſed to. 


brains 0! 


— or n vor of 
one day while Jener 


rub Nanſteim Happens 
ed to be in the apartments of Mei de Vo- 
taire, who was then tranſlating into French, 


The Memoirs of Ruſfia; compoſed by that 


ſent a copy of verſes to be examined. 
when Voltaire {aid to Manſtein, Ler us 
leave off for the preſent, my friend; you ſee 


eb King has ſent me his dirty linen to waſh 


F will waſh your's another time. A lingle 
wer in ſornetimes ſufncient to ruim a mam 


Lauper tuis imputed 1 4 
avs 10 Volta and ſucceded. 


1 Was about 


build a Latin city; to fail in queſt of dif- 
coveries directly under the Pole; to per- 
forate the earth to the center to go to 
the Streights of Magellan, and diſſect the 
a Patagonian, in order to inveſ· 
tigate the nature of the ſoul to cover 

the bodies of the ſick with pitch, to pre- 


| 
= I | a U * Gp 4 
EE © | | | 5 
D 


* 
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nope cherlanger af preſpientions and ub bove 
all, not to pay the Phyfician. 1 
Mr. de Voltaire heightened. theſe Phi 
- lefiphic ideas with all the rallery which 0 
ſine an opportunity preſented, and unfor- 
tunately the learned all over Europe 
were amuſed with the rĩdicule. Mauper - 
tuis was careful to join his on cauſe. 
to the cauſe of the King ; and this piece 
of ridicule was looked upon as a failure 
in reſpect to his Majeſty. Our author in 
the moſt reſpectful manner returned the 
key of Chamberlain, and the croſs of 
his order to the t, wit Pe following 
in 1 : 


SS < 


. e avec REP 5 

46 Je'vous ſes rend avec douleur.. 

« yur un amant jaloux, dans ſa mauvaiſe — . 
Ken le portrait de ſa Mane 


55 * 
a 8 


* 


3 
+ 


With rapture I thols gifs e 

Now to return them much I'm wienss i 
Such pangs the jealous ſwain attack, 
Me Fane! his miſtreſs" Pee back. 


8 
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The King ſent back the key and rb - 
bon. Our author then ſet out to W | 
viſit to her Highneſs the Ducheſs'sf Go- 
tha, who continued to honour: him with 
her friendſhip while ſhe lived. It Was 
for her that he wrote The Annals of | the. 
Empire, about a year after; awork which 2 
was entirely new, modelled in his Eſay up- 


on tlie Hiſtory of the Guides and, . | 
: of Nations. . | f 1 ?1 613463 a Y ws * 


While he remained at Gotha, Nlau- 
7 pertuis employed all his batteries againſt | 


our traveller, which he was made fenfible, | 


of when he came to meet his niece, Mar 5 
dame Denis, at Francfort on the Mayne. 


On the firſt of June, an honeſt Ger- 
man, who neither loyed. the French nor 


theig verſes, - came, ad in bad French 


demanded t the works i in poeſhy of the King _ 
| his maſter. . | Out trgveller replied, that 


the works i in Poe were with the reſt of 
his property at Leipſie. The German in- 


| formed him, that he was ordered to 
Franefort, and muſt not depart till theſe 
75 wa 1 arrived. Mr. e Voltaire gave 
8 . M | 
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«K's "Bon the lar W rom. ip 
«ſhall be here, where is $ work of 2 


ene my maſter, you may dear hore: 


*, 1 
A. 


£* ever you think proper. 1 
46 rancf or, 1ft Tu A 1; 8 3 10 


1 Ds 
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e wro e at the 70 f 


th 4 King your fake; 7. 

But when the N F it Way 
per 0 there Were ſowe Bills pp Ex- 
change expected. which did 2 
—The travel] ers were detain fiftee 
= at the fign of the Woke 05 "account 


1 


6f theſe" pretended Bills; and at laſt we ere 


10W 4 


bor peſnitted to PAY without paying 4 
9 0 | The: Tranſlator,” that the ke ſpirit of: the original 


* 


Diebe not eue bas ande it . for 


We "2 9414110 7 Ht 3 2 5 n 


. 4 "+4 * N * | 44 Fd 5M ; 7 


| or R. ver AE 3 
orhderäble fanfbw: Pheeſs üs dee 


which never come tb the'tats of Kings." 
This adventüre Was "Very ooh forgots 


ten h by both | parties, and. with great 153 | 


T King ſent back his verles to 
lis cid aaf, aud 80 n after a conſiders 


able Huber of new Onde. "Tt v was a love. 
quarrel the bickerings of a Court oon 
die 4M but 4 Aaudaple ruling. pation | 
will long. contipüe. Our French travel-⸗ 
ler, on reading over again that eloquent 


ang affecting letter of the King's s, which 


3 114 5 


we] have tranſcribed, felt his former ten- 
derneſs return, and. erled, After ſuch: 4 
nly have been greatly 


letter T. muſt, certai 7 
in the Wrong... 
After his chaps. from Gaſt” be w 


2 1. uk 


and amuſed himſelf ; at a: little eſtate 4 E 


| had in Alſace, in the territories of the 


Duke of Wirtemberg, where he publih- . 


ed the Arnals of abe Hnpite, which he 
made a preſent of to John Frederic 
Shoeflen, bookſeller at Dolmar, and bro- 
ther to the celebrated Shoeflin, Profeſſor 
of — at Straſbourg, This book - 
M2 ſellers 
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ſeller's affairs were much out of order 
and Mi, de Voltaire lent him ten thou- 
ſand livres. Upon this occaſion we can- 
not help expreſſing our aſtoniſhment at 
the br. of thoſe ſeribblers, who. 
gave it out, that he had made an im- 
menſe fortune * the. conſtant fale of | 
8 his works. © 6786 
MI, Vernet, a $a Wi an mi- | 
a Biller of the goſpel at Geneva, and Meſirs. 5 
Cramer, old freemen of that famoue city, 


bim to come and print his works there. 
The two brothers, -who were at the head 
of a ſociety of * bookſellers; were prefer- 

red, and he gave them to theſe gentlemen 
on the ſame terms he had done to Mr. 

Shoeflen, that is to ſay, in a preſent. He 
| then went to Geneva with his niece, and 
bis friend Mr, Coligny, who had acted 
as his ſecretary, and who has ſince been 


| doh and ered to the Elector Pa- 
3 ee 5 


* eme hauf near FOE Wy, where the 


3 „ — 


A . 


© "wrote to him, while at Colmar, requiring Tr: 


T% 1 for life of a2 
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neighbourhood | is extrem eg 
and there is the fineſt view. in Europe. Fey 

He bought another at Lauſanne, and th; 
<< them upon condition that a certain, 
ſam ſhould be returned him when he quit-, - 
ted them. It was the firſt inſtance. of a 
Roman. Catholic. getting an eſtabliſhment, | 
in theſe, Cantons, Res the time of Zu- 
Inglis, and. Seri. e e 
He likewiſe AT. two eliates.in 
the Pays de Gex, about a league from Ge- 
neva, His principal reſidence, was at Fer- 
ney, of which he made. a a preſent to Ma- 1 

dame Denis: : it was a Seignory, Which 
had been abſolutely free from all royal 
duties and impoſts from the time of Hen- 
ry IV. In all the other provinces of the 
kingdom, there are not two which have 
the ſame privileges; the King confirmed | 
theſe privileges to him by a. warrant, 
which was an obligation conferred upon 
him by the intereſt of the moſt generous 
and. worthieſt of men, the Duke de Choi- 
ſeul, to whom he had not- even the ho- | 
: e of N perfonally known. - * , | 
e 205 The 


the Bithop of Annecy, in whoſe didceſs 


0 them fifteen hundred 1 coſts of ſuit, and 


8 
. — unde erer nee the fevden- 
non ef the” edict! of © Neth ;/ Half the 


Paodbed M abs und infektion. Our a. 


thor's/ ambition was to ſettle in ſome fot * 
ſaken Canton, and to reſtore it to iti _ 


 erflouriſhing condition. As' we a 
8064 un Without the tic proofs, be. 
mal tranſeribe only one of his letters to 


E fituated. Ye" cannot kecover | 


a continued motaſz, Which 


iu e year 1789. ek cee a 
- (Lt? 44 15 one's . WG 3 EO Et 80 PG — 5 $5 . 11 15 1 3h 
«SIR, 1 


0 The Parſon of 3 kitle village of x. TY * 
us ain the neighbourhood © of ' my 
d commenced/a proceſs againſt my nite of 
Ferney, and having frequently left his Cure 


* to carry it on at Dyon,. be eaſily overpowers 


«the farmers who are kept at home in order to 
+. labour. for their daily ſupport. \Hecharges | 


nas the ervelty to include in thoſe coſts the 


%:expence:of the journeys he took on purpoſe 
* to ruin them. Ra, Sir, know better than 


| $H how the Popes in the early ages of the 


« church 


7 ; 


Pk. 
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7 is what a 
ee 21 — co hr bim Pnaw that L would 
| rt. of what he exated: 7 | 


. about money makers, dee. 
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d againft che Ser ee 
. ſacrificed to temporal affairs that time W hick 


4 ſhould' Have been dedicated* to the Terviceof 
"6 the altar; Bur: if go De cold cat a 
60 Par 9 wich officers of 
ro 


15 church were i 


Jaye to extort 


6 moriey 


1 fercb their cattle, àndrto ee 


. Wes Ahlen 
the Jeroms, 


rſon has döfe ät the gate öf 


D the greateſt 5 
* my tenants, but anſwered that that wol 
9 ws ſatisfy him. eee 
N n ſigh ge the gg l of 
vy Paſtors = the | we church ſetting 
horrid examples, ere 1s not a 
-r inſtincereF'n Protefta 


« entered-into. a Jaw ſuit with his , pa 
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ts This letter; a and d th lden of that hr. 
may ſuggeſt ſoms ver) 
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. WIA nes RAY the — Clergy) ergy hs rin 
ſuits with their flocks, 18 rhoit being paid a 


by the States, They have no diſpute with — 
wretches about their eighth or tenth theaf, The 


reſs Catharine h e 4 
end Wii dotgini ay abc os ie Fes wa: 
wht # J proceſs, 


| m families, to oblige th 785 to fn 5 
„ with the only meadow which th Sta 


4 have r Nt) his 


ata Cirgywas bai Fg 


ons. Mr., d 4e Vd, puran end to the 
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+ He;extricated himſelf more agreeably 
0 1 diſpute it the proteſtant . ; 
Where he had two hes Lernt! — bs 
ons, che one L 


ie Houſe of p 
ufanne, 
. 1. in. ſuffeietiy Wen how deztly he 
1 * What degree he hated 
ay rin with what horror 
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| One of theſe letters happened {to be - 8 
3 = 0 public by a very commor! lodiſcre⸗ 

| tion, in Which he faid that that Picard, 
| John Chauvin, (called Calvin)the.afſaſli» :: 
nator of Servetus, had a diabolica] Heart, p 5 — 
W ſome bigots were offended, or pre- 
tended to be offended;. at the expreſſion. | 
A gentleman of Geneta of, the name of  _ . 
Rival, who was a man of genius, addreſſ el, 
the following lines 0 him upon that, 
becaſion. 


5 | Sent ony& fi ft, : 
D'oſer dans un fiecle ſalot | _ © 85 2, | 
S'avouet antitrinitaite. * he 4 Su”; | 
Et n6tre illuſtre atrabilaire 20 „ _— 

Edt tort d employer le fagok . © © 


7 o i Irs L 
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1 refuter ſon adverſaire, | _ ; 4 8 
Et tort notre antique ſcnat as A 
avoir prete fon miniſters | T | 
Quelle barbate . Vl 
; O malheureux ſiẽcle N „%% ᷑PÜEDòwU f 


4 Servetus might reſt on Calis own words, who. EET 
fay $ in one of his works, in caſe that any one. is hetero- „ 

dur, and ſcruples at the words trinity and perſon, we e. 
not believe there i reaſon W. rg ng * 1 
man, &c. £7 E a 
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N Les horreurs de P wap; 13, 3 5 81 17 wi 
Tandiis qu'un ale intolerant 4 
| © Nous feſait bruler un errant! | | 
| | Four n6tre pretre Epitolaire WO 11210 
Four exhaler ſa bile amere 
 Vientreveillerle chat qui Fart, 8 
3 E. dont Vinepte commentaire 
8 Met au jour ce qu'il elit du tire 
| Jes jog 8 gy | 
Quant a vous celebre Voltaire , bay fats 7 ON 
Vous vous plailes dans co pais 7 
Fetez le ſaint qu'on y revere. 


N 1 
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—_ Vous avez a ſatiets ea Se 
: a biens od la raiſon aſpue ; | 9 a6 8 , 
L'opulence, la liberts, 1 
3 12 paix, (qu'en cent lieux on aan . 
2 Dies droits à l'immortalité. 


Cent fois plus qu 'on ns falirai de, » 
| Ona a du goùt, on vous admire, © 0 
Tronchin veille à votre ſants. 
Cela vaut bien en verite 1 a 
Won immole a fa free. 
= Le plaiſir de pincer ſans rice. 


Set nde, „ 
Calvin with equal madneſs led. 
; Devotes to flames the guilty head, *' _ 
And poor Servetus dies. | 1 5 
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Our antient ſenate. aids the cauſe, 
© Abets thoſe ſanguinary —_ 
And lights th* inhuman Hres ; oi 
Our antient ſenate ſure was wrong, 5 
To join a blinded frantic throng,” 
Whom barbarous rage inſpires, © 
We mourn'd the Frenchmens kde "TY 
Deſtructive of, the public weal, | 


By which their victims ble: 
And yet at home, we did . ole 
And madly to the raging flame 


A hapleſs wanderer led. F 
The meddling prieſt to purge his bile," 1 5 


Who kindles freſh th' extinguiſh'd ns 
And bright religion ſtains 
By commentaries, which reveal 

| What he for ever ſhould conceal,” 


Shews too his heated brains. 
Een thou Voltaire, ſo juſtly priz'd,” 

If thou by me might ai e do 
Forbid thy, pen to ſtray ; 1 
Nor honours to our ſaint refuſe, . 
With us, fince your abode you chooke, 


Tin fure.the prudent j. 


Nature and fortune both combine, 


In you their choiceſt gifts to join, ; 


With wealth, with genius bleſt 3+: 
Nor want we ſenſe your works ow, 
If they have merit, we have eyes, 
* all * worth's _.. 3 
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Y '- Would you your 
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Et des ae be bes Se, 40 
1 De cette horrible frendlie 5 1 | 
55 A laiſin le tems eit 3 1 eee 23. 
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"Tis man whoſe heart for virtue 
Nor daſtard fears, nor * kan, 
But ſtems fanatic tage. 


Full forty years I've ve boldly PE» Fen: [4 
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And tyrannise the mind z: 
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ſerved at Paris, as Seryetus was at Geneva. 


7. .} Wo fuſe, Tena be in the wrong, * 


3 Counſellar and Clerk of Parliament was 
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go cloſe they cou d not be beheld,. 
In Calvin's cloak been muffled, 


Still keen reſentment frevwy —. | 
- "RO holy murd' rers r v 


80 Jong as life informs my kde, ! 
P'll conflant act my wonted part, 


| But n now thoſe horrid ſcenes are 0 bb 


Who in our heavenly father's — 
Breaking his fundamental laws, . ii 7 


, 1 
© 1 
* 


n images dt CU „ : : 
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Oer Dubourg and Servetus poùuhur : a 


5 


* 


The blazing pile we ſee no more; 1 
That frantic zeal is fled 5 _ . 
Hypocriſy now fills its room, 1 


. Whoſe train diffuſing ſullen 50 


| % 
ö 4 4 © 
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Ye baſe 8 crew „ib 7, Cob, 


Silence your vile .unmeaning cant. 
That cheats the gaping — 3- 5 
Your ſtupid hymns, your ſermons vile, 
1 not think them worth the 
* am Tinthe wrong Tot 


and that he preached toleration to the 
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We may ſee by this anſwer; that he 
was neither of Apollos, nor of Cephas, 


Proteſtant churches, as well as to the Ro- 
miſh. He always ſaid, that it was the 
only way to make life tolerable, and that 
he would be content to die, if he could 
eſtabliſh theſe maxims in Europe. It 
may be ſaid that he has not been altoge- 
ther miſtaken in his deſign, and that he 
has contributed not à little to render the 
clergy, from Geneva to Madrid, more 
gentle and humane, and eſpecially by 
opening the eyes of the lait. 
Being perſuaded that the repreſentations 
of dramatic works of genius, contribu - 
ted as much to foften ſayage manners, 
as the- exhibitions of the Gladiators for. 
merly did to harden them, he built an 
handſome little theatre at Ferney, and 
notwithſtanding his bad ſtate of health, 
ſometimes played | himſelf ; his niece; 
Madame Denis, who poſſeſſed uncom- 
mon talents for muſic and elocution, 
acted ſevetal characters there. Made- 
„ moiſelle 
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1 ſome pieces « on char ſtage, 
. und people ebony! leagues diſtant came 


kai aper e 4 Rabel wofdre, - 0 
balls; but {notwithſtanding his advanced 


- bgez"and the appearance of u life of 
Ain pation, he never diſcontinued his ſtu- 
dies. On the aoth of Auguſt, 1765.1 he 


brought his Orphan of China upon the 


* at Paris, and Tancred on the third 


of September, 1760. | Mademoiſelle 
8 and Mr. Lekain, diſplayed 


1 he eee a nee in n | 
was not intended for the ſtage, but it was 


played with great ſucceſs that year, He 


chaſtiſe the abuſive Freron, whom he 


- —_— but did not correct. This 
ih N n into 3 op: Mr. 
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_ amuſed himſelf in compoſing this piece to 
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as at Paris. - Theſe works took no time: 
the Seote bauoman was written in eight | 
7% and. Tanored in 4 month, _ 

While he was in the midſt of theſy ; 
| 1 and amuſements, Mr. Ti- 
ton du Tillet, who had been long maſter 


in ordinary of the Queen's houſheld. and 


eighty- five years of age, recommended 
to him the grand - daughter of the great 
Corneille, who being without a fortune, | 
was forſaken by the whole world; It was 
_ this fame Titon du Tillet, WhO being 4 
great lover of the fine arts, without culs 
* tivating them, cauſed 4 figure of Mount 
Parnaſfus to be conſtructed i in bronze, at | 
a conſiderable expence, in which are ſeen 
the ſtatues of feveral French poets. and 
muſicians, This monument is in the King 
France's library... He bred. up Made- 
moiſelle Corneille at his own ' houſe, but 5 
ſeeing his fortune ſpent, he could 5 no 
more for her, and imagined that Mr. de 
Voltaire would take care of a lady of 


bo refpeRable a name, Ir. du Mallard, a 


er of ſeyeral Academies, known 
NIE by 
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by his learned and judicious diſſertation 
upon the ancient aud modern tragedies of 
Electra, and Mr. Le Brun, Secretary to 
the Prince of Conti, wrote a joint letter 
to Mr. de Voltaire. He thanked them 
for the honour they had done him in 
caſting their eyes upon him, and obſer- 
ved, that it was no more than the duty f 
an old ſoldier, to ſerve the grand-daughter 
of his General. The young lady came to 
his country houſe of Delices, near Gene- 
va, in 1760, and from thence to his caſtle 
at Ferney. Madame Denis moſt chear- 
fully undertook to finiſh her education, 
and at the end of three years Mr. de 
Voltaire married her to Mr. Dupuis of 
the pays de Gex, a Captain, and fince that 
time a Field Officer of Dragoons. Be- 
ſide the portion which he gave them, and 
the pleaſure he had in keeping them to 
live with him, he propoſed to write a com- 
mentary on the works of Pierre Cor- 
neille, for the beneſit of his deſcen- 
dent, and to print them by ſubſcription. 
The King of France was as plealed to ſub- 


bend. 


P, 


8 


ſoribe ten thouſand livres, and ſome other 
Princes followed the example. The Duke 
de Choiſeul, whoſe. generoſity is ſo well 
known, the Ducheſs de Gramont, and 
Madame Pompadour, ſubſcribed conſider- 
able ſums. Mr. de la Borde, the King's 
Banker, not only took a number of co- 
pies, but occaſioned ſo great a number to 
de ſold, that by his zeal and liberality 
he was the principal founder of Made- 
moiſelle Corneille's fortune; 3 ſo that in a 
little time ſhe had a po os 
for a wedding preſent, -- 15 | 
There happened a beth FRONT Wing 
rence during this . ſubſcription. Ma- 
dame de Geofrin, a lady remarkable for 
character and genius, had been executrix 
of the famous Bernard de Fontenelle, | 
the nephew of Pierre Corneille. Mr. 
Fontenelle unfortunately had forgotten, 


ES 


him till too ſhort a time before his 4 
Was diſmiſſed, along with her father and, 
mother, as unknown pretenders that had 
une the name of Corneille. Some 
\ friends, | 
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friends, affected with the fate of this un · ; 
fortunate family, but exceſſively indiſ- 
creet, and very ill informed, commen- 
ced a raſh proſecution againſt Madame 
Geofrin, and found a Counſellor, who, 
abuſing the privileges of the Bar, pub- 
liſhed a very ſcurrilous caſe againſt this 
lady. Madame de Geofrin, ho was 
moſt unjuſtly attacked, gained her cauſe 
unanimouſly. Notwithſtanding, the bad 
treatment ſhe met with, ſhe had the 
magnanimity to forget it, and was the 
firſt to ſubſcribe a conſiderable ſum, - _ 
The Academy as a body, the Duke de 
Choiſeul, the Ducheſs de Gramont, Ma- 
dam Pompadour, and a number of the 
nobility, gave Mr. de Voltaire a power 
to ſign the contract of marriage for them. 
This is one of the occurrences which re- 


flects the greateſt honour on litera- 
türe. 4 


While he was malte Preetz, for 
this marriage, which has proved very 
Happy, he enjoyed another ſingular ſatis- 
faction, by Re” the means of having a 


paternal 
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paternal eſtate reſtored to fix gentlemeny 
who were almoſt all minors, which- had 


ticulars of the affair from the beginning. 
At is the more intereſting, as it began 


manner was the firſt ſignal of the ſup⸗ 
Preſſion of the Jeſuits in France, 


There were ſix brothers of the ancient 


and noble family of Deprez de Craſſi, in 


| the Pay vs de Gex, on the borders of Swiſſer- 
land, wot all in the King s ſervice, One 
of them, Wh was a Captain in the re- 


giment of Deux · Ponts, in converſation 


with his neighbour, Mr. de Voltaire, gave 
him an account of the ſad condition of 


the family eſtate ; told him it was of con- 


fiderable value, and might prove a reſource 


to them, but had been a long time mort- 


ey to ſome people in Geneva. 


The Jeſvits bad purchaſed ſome lends 
tate, in a place called 


been purchaſed by the Jefuits at an under 


before the famous bankruptcy of the Je- 
ſuit Lavallette and Company, and in 4 
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= Ornex, worth about two thouſand crowns 
| nà year. They wanted to have the eſtate 
of the Meſſrs. de Craſſi, joined to their 
domain. The ſuperior - of the Jeſuits, 
whoſe real name was Feſſe, which he 
changed to Feff, ſettled matters with the 
Genevan creditors, ſo as to purchaſe the 
lands. He procured leave of the Coun- 
cil, and was upon the point of getting 
it confirmed at Dijon. He was told that 
| there were minors, who, notwithſtanding 
| | the leave of the Council, might recover 
Bu} their rights; but he anſwered that the 
| Jeſuits run no risk, for the Meſſrs. de 
1 Crafli never could be able to pay the mo- ba 
ney which was requiſite for them to get 
poſſeſſion of the paternal eſtate, | 
Mr. de Voltaire was ſcarcely informed 
of the extraordinary method that Father 
Feſſe was taking to ſerve the company of 
Jeſuits, when he inſtantly went to 'the 
Os Clerk of the Precinct of Gex, and de- 
poſited a ſufficient ſum in his hands, to 
nr. 38 claims of the original e 
oak that the family of de Craſſi 
| NT, | might 


r y A a 
my Lu 


might recover their right. The Jeſuits 
were obliged to deſiſt; the family were 
put in poſſeſſion of the eſtate by a decree 
of the Parliament of 'D rg nd un 
at preſent; . 

The beſt of the Ae affair is, Res in 
alittle time after, when France was deli- 
vered from the Reverend Jeſuits, theſe 
very geqlemen, whoſe property the good 
Fathers were deſirous of ſeizing,” pur- 
chaſed the lands of the Jeſuits, which 
were contiguous, to them. Mr. de Vols 
taire, who had always combated the Je- 
ſuits and Atheiſts, wrote upon the occa- 
ſion that we muſt neee 4 en 
| dence; ! A | 75 11 
Certainly it was e a againſt | 
Father Feſſe, nor a deſire of mortifying 

the Jeſuits that engaged him in this affair, 

for ſince the ſuppreſſion of the ſociety, 
he has taken a Jeſuit into his houſe, and 

nurnbers have written to him to beg he 
would likewiſe receive them. But ſome 

tempers have been found among the Ex- 

m Ws a Kore uojuſt and uncomplying 
caſt. 
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againſt him, and according to cuſtom have 
their aſſiſtance. One Nonnote particu- 
larly ſignalized himſelf by writing half a 
dozen volumes, in which he has: laviſh» 
ed more zeal than knowledge, and more 
abuſe than zeal. Mr. Damillaville, one 
of- the beſt aſſiſtants in the mans 11-8 =o 
15 — to cooliate ink as Paſo 


— af * lat Garras. c 
But here follows the moſt bar — 
Bel adventure that has happened for a 
long time, and at the ſame time the moſt 
honourable for the King, his Council, 
and the Gentlemen of the Court of Re- 
queſts. Who would have ſuſpected that 
the firſt ſtep towards clearing up the in- 
nocence of the celebrated family of Ca- 
las, ſhould have originated in the ice of 
Mont - Jura, and the borders of Swiſſer- 
land? Donat Calas, a boy oſ fifteen 
„ eee _— 
. or 


© 


unfortunate Calas, was. apprentice ta a 
merchant at Niſmes, when he heard of 


every; body expected to ſhe the childen 
of Calas broke upon the wheel, and the 


the dreadful puniſhment by which ſeven, 


2 eee 2 of Tur 


+ e this 6 fami- 
ly was ſo violent ia Languedoc, that 


Mother burat alive. Even the Attorney | 
General expected it. | So-weak, it in ſaid, 
had been the defenee made by this inno- 


cent family, oppreſſed by misfortanes, - 
_ and terfified at the W * piles, 


wheels, and racks. | 
_ Young Donat Galen was 95 b 


| ſharing the fate of the reſt of his family, 
and was adviſed to fly into Swiſlerland'; 


he came and found Mr. de Voltaire; who 
at firſt could only pity and relieve him, 
without daring to judge of the ſentence 


pronounced againſt the father, ne 


and brothers. F e | 
ee, one of the bro 
P 


LY 


poi ting this memorable cauſe. Fifty maſ- 
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ab 'only 'baniſhed, likewiſe came and f 
threw himſelf i into the arms of Mr. de ; 
© Voltaire, who for more than a month took ; 
every poſlible precaution to be aſſured of 
- the innocence of the family. But, when 
| he was once convinced, he thought him- 


ſelf obliged in conſcience to employ his 


friends, his © purſe, his pen; and his ere - 
dit, to repair the fatal miſtake of the ſe. 


ven Judges of Toulouſe, and to have the 


e e reviſed by the King's Coun- 


eil. This reviſion laſted three years, and 
it is well known what honour Meſſrs. de 
and Bacquaneourt acquired by re- 


tets of the Court of Requeſts unani- 
mouſiy declared the whole family of Ca- 
las innocent, and recommended them to 


the benevolent” juſtice f his Majeſty. | 


The Duke de Choiſeul, who never lets 


1 an opportunity of ſignalizing the 
| greatneſs of his character, not only aſſiſ- 


ted this unfortunate family with money, 


dut obtained for them a gratuity of thir- 
b thouſand hre from the — 


On 
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the the ach of March, 1765 the Arret Hs 
yas ſigned which juſtified th family of 

| Calas and changed their fate. The 8 
of March was the very day on which the 
innocent and virtuous father of that fa- 
mily had been executed. All Paris ran it 
Erawds t6 fee them come out of priſon, 
and clapped their hands for j joy white the 
tears, ſtreamed from their eyes.” The 
whole of that family have been wartnly 
attached to Mr, de Voltaire ever ſince, N 
who thinks himſelf honoured by continy= - 
ing their friend. 5 
It was remarked at that ti tirhe, thit there 
was not in F rance a fingle perſon who did 
not rejoice at this deciſlon, excep t the 
abovementioned Freron, author of af ob- 
ſeure periodical pamphlet, entitled "Lets 
ters to the Counteſs, and afterwards. T7. be 
Literary Tear. This fellow, in his ri- 


diculous productions, dared to throw out 
ſome doubts of the innocence of thoſe 


whom the King, his whole Co 1 


and the Public, had amply juſtified: 
Sevetal * pag . 


Voltaire 
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Voltaire at that time to writs ni treatiſe 
_ upon fleration, which is eſteemed e one of | 
His beſt works in proſe, and is become the 
eatechiſm of all who have either good 
| ſenſe or moderation. 12 
About the ſame time the Empreſs Ca. 
thetins the Second, whoſe, name will be 
immortal, Was giving a code of Jaws to 


ber empire, which contains a fifth part of 


. the globe; and the firſt of her! laws was 
to eſtabliſh. univerſal toleration. 
It was the fate of our Recluſe on A 
borders of Swiſſerland, to vindicate the 
innocence of thoſe who were accuſed and 
condenined in France, The fituation of 
his retreat between France, Swifſerland, 
Geneva, and Savoy, attracted to him more 
chan ane unfortunate perſon, The whole 
a family of Sirven condemued to death in a 
village near Caſtres, by a ſet of ignorant 
and eryel judges, fled for ſhelter to his 
estate, Though he was engaged eight 
years in ptocuring juſtice to be done them, 
be was neyer a and at kal he 
: ed. . 
We 
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We think i it is of importance t to obſerve, 
that one Trinquet, 4 country Judge, 
King” $ Attorney i in the juriſdiction where 
the family of Sirven, were condemned, 
gave his ſentence in the following: terms. 
In the name of the King, J require” that 
N, Sirven, and N. bis wife, duly arraigned 
and convicted of. having firangled and 
| drawned their daughter, be baniſhed the 
Pariſh: . Nothing can better ſhew the ef- 
| ſets which the ſale of judicial offices can 
bave in a county. 

Since it was the will of bis kind ftars, 
| 15 uſe an expreſſion of his own, that he 
| ſhould be the pleader of cauſes already 
loſt, it was likewiſe: their will that he 
ſhould reſcue from the flames a woman 
of St. Omers, called Montbailly, who 
had been condemned to be burnt alive by 
the tribunal of Arras. They waited on- 
ly for the wotnan's being delivered to-ears 
huſband had already expired upon the 
wheel. What were theſe two victims? 
Two eminent examples of conjugal and 
Parental 
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parental love ; two virtuous people in po- 
verty. This innocent and reſpectable 


couple had been accuſed of parricide, and 
condemned upon proofs which wou i 
| have appeared ridiculous even to tho 


Judges who condemned the family of 


Calas. Mr. de Voltaire was ſo fortunate 


as to procure an order from the Chancellor 
Maupeou for a reviſal of the proceedings, 
The woman was declared innocent; the 
huſband's reputation reſtored ;—miſerable 


reſtoration, unattended with either ſatis- 


faction or recompence In what a dread- 
ful ſtate is criminal juriſprudence with 
us ! What an infernal train of horrid 


aſſaſſinations from the time the Templars 


were butchered, to the death of the Che- 
valier de la Barre ! We think we are reads 
ing the hiſtory of ſavage nations -e 
ſhudder for an inſtant, and then Let e | 
for the Opera. 4 2 7 
The city. of Dube was immet ſed 1 | 
troubles which had been increaſing from 
the year 1763. Theſe diſturbances de- 
termined. Mr. de Voltaire to Py up his 


houſe | 


houſe of Delices to Meſſrs.” Tronchin, 
and to reſide conſtantly at the caſtle of 
Ferney, which he had enticely rebuilt,” 
and ornamented with gardens laid” ont 
With agreeable ſimplicity, a 
The quarrel at Geneva, roſe to ſuch a 
pitch, that on the 1 5th of February, 1770, 
the one party fired upon the òther; ſome 
people were killed, and a number of 
_ tradeſmen with their families, came and 
| begged an aſylum with Mr. de Voltaire, 
which he immediately granted. He re- 
ceived ſome of them into his caſtle, and 
in a few years had fifty houſes of hewn.. 
ſtone built for the reſt : fo that the village. 
of Ferney, which at the time of his 
purchaſe, was only a wretched hamlet 
tenanted by forty nine miſerable peaſants, 
8 devoured by poverty, diſeaſe and tax- 
gatherery ; very ſoon became a delightful 
Place, inhabited by twelve. hundred peo- 
ple, comfortably. fituated, and ſucceſsfully. 
employed for themſelves and the nation. 
The Duke de Choiſeul protected this 
infant colony with all his power, ſo that 


they 
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they were ſoon in a fiuation to «ſtablich 
2 conſiderable trade. 55. 
One thing worthy of attention is, tht 
though this colony was compoſed of 
Roman Catholics and Proteſtants, it would 
have been impoſſible to diſcover that 
there were two different religions in Ferney. 
We have ſeen the wives of the Swiſs and 
Genevans, with their own hands, pre- 
pare three repoſoirs“ for the hoſt, againſt 
the proceſſion at the feſtival of the holy 
ſacrament. They aſſiſted at the cere- 
mony with the deepeſt reverence, and 
Mr. Hugonet, the new Clergyman of 
Ferney, a man of a tolerating generous 
ſpirit, took an opportunity of thanking 
them in his diſcourſe. When a Catholic 
was fick, the Proteſtants went to nurſe 
him, and they met the like aſſiſtance, | 
when they had occafion for it. 
This was the effect of thoſe principles 
of humanity, which M. de Voltaire had 
recommended i in all 15 works z 858 more 


par- 


„. 8 1 deen we 
Corpus Chriſti proceffion. wy ts o 
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hates in his treatiſe” | toleration. 
He always ſaid that we were all brothers; 
and it was from facts that he reaſoned. 
The Guyons, the Nonottes, the Patouillets; 
the Paulians, and other zealots, bitterly 8 
teproached him with it; but it was be- 
cauſe they were not his bretlilren. 
Behold this inſcription, Dro Exzx1T; | 
10 the church 1 have built, ſaid he, 
to thoſe travellers who came to viſit 
him: It is to God, the common father 
of all men. Perhaps it is the only 
1 we which is Wee to 
More thin one bosdteigs Prince 1 may 
be reckoned among the number of 
ſtrangets, that came in crouds to viſit 
Ferney. Several of them, whoſe letters 
are in out hands, honoured him with a 
conſtant correſpondence : the moſt un- 
interrupted, was that of the King of 
Pruſſia, and his fiſter Modena) e 
- mn of Bareith, | ee 
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The moſt intereſting period of this 
rn nce, was that which "paſſed 
between the battle of Kolin, (on the 
I8th of June, 1757) when the King of 
Pruſſia was defeated, and the affair of 
Roſbach, where he was victorious, on 
the 5th of the following November: 
a rare inſtance of a ene de being 
kept up between a ſimple of letters, 
and a royal family of heroes: of which 
the following memorable letter is a. way 2 
eminent proof. | | 

adn 970 LETTER | 
From her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of 

_ Bareith, of the 12th of September, 1757. 


«1 was ſenſibly affected with your letter; 
t and youts to the King, 4ddrefſed to my care, 
had the ſame effect upon him. I hope you 
« wilt be pleaſed with that part of his anſwer, 
« which concerns vou; but you will be as little 
« ſatisfied with his reſolutions, as I am. 1 
& flattered myſclf with the hope that your re- 
„ flexions would have made ſome impreſſion 
1 upon his mind, but by the incloſed note, 


FF 7 
$5, # 


«you will ſee the contrary. If his fate proves 
s unfortunate, nothing remains for me, but 
to follow it. I never prided myſelf on 
_*,being a philoſopher, but I have done my 
endeavour to become one. The little pro- 


« oreſs 
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<< greſs I have made, has taught me to deſpiſe 
&« riches and grandeur ; but I have found no- 
« thing in philoſophy, which can heal the 
„% wounds of the heart, except it be the getting 
rid of all ills, by ceaſing to live. My 
< ſituation' is worſe than death. I ſee the great- 
<« eſt man of the age, my friend and brother, 
in the moſt dreadful extremity. I fee my 
whole family expoſed to. perils and dangers; 
my country. torn to pieces by mercileſs 
© enemies: the country where I am at preſent, 
perhaps threatened with ſimilar We 
« I wiſh- to Heaven that theſe evils Which I 
& now mention to you, were to fall upon me 
4 alone —I would ſuffer with ſteadineſs. - - - 
Pardon this detail; but the ſhare you take 
ce in whatever regards me, engages me to open 
„ my heart to you. Alas ! even hope is almoſt 
<« baniſhed. Fortune when ſhe changes, is as 
e conſtant in her perſecutions, as ſhe was in 
4 her favours. Hiſtory is full of theſe ex- 
% amples, but I have never ſeen a ſituation 
like to ours, nor ſo cruel or inhuman a war, 
carried on among civilized nations. If you 
«* knew the ſituation of Germany and Pruſſia, 
„ jt' would draw tears from your eyes, The 
& cruelties - which the Ruſſians commit in 
% Pruſſia, make nature ſhudder. How hap- | 
* py are you in your hermitage, reſting under 
_ © the ſhade. of your Jaurels, where you may 
«© diliberately philoſophiſe upon the miſconduct 
„e of men! F wiſh you all poſſible happineſs 


6 there. 
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« If formne ſhould ſmile again, you maß 
«« depend. upon my acknowledgments. I ſhall - 
66 never forget the proofs of attachment which 
"66 "you have given me; my ſenſibility ſhall be 
pledge; I am never a friend by halves, 


« and I ſhall always be ly one to brother | 
1 onal 


' WILHELMINA. ua 


« Preſent many eg to Madame 
„Denis. I entreat you continue to write t | 
+ the King. "q # 


we may ſee by this ffedting and men. N 
- written letter, what an excellent heart the 
Margravine of Bareith had, and how well 
ſhe deſerved the encomium beſtowed , 
upon her by Mr. de Voltaire, in an ode- 
lamenting her death, which was printed 
with his other works. But what may be 


chiefly obſerved is, the dreadful misfor- 5 


tunes Which wars, undertaken upon flight 
pretences by Kings, bring upon the pub- 
lie; they likewiſe may ſee to what they 
expoſe themfelves, and how unhappy they 
are in being the cauſe o PAGES to * 

nations. 
Then, and au bg the Alle time el 
that fatal war, the Recluſe of Ferney 
gave 
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gave every poſſible proof of his attach 
ment to the Margravine; of his zeal for 
the King, her brother, and of his love of 
peace. He engaged Cardinal Tenein, 
who had at that time retired to Lyons, to 
commence a corteſpundence with the 
Margravine, in order to bring about the 
wiſh'd-for peace. The letters both of 
the Princeſs and the Catdinal paſſed by 
way of Geneva, a neutral ſtate, and 
throug h the hands of Mr. de Voltaire. 
Able all the misfortunes conſequent of 
the King of Pruflia's defeat at Kolin, the 
reſolution taken by that Monarch, to march 
towards Saxony, noar Merſbourg, and 
confront the combined armies of France 
and Auſtria, that were greatly ſuperior in 
numbers, while Marechal de Richelieu was 
at no great diſtance” with à victorieus ar- 
my, will be looked upon as à very ſingu- 
lar epochs. That Monarch, in the midſt 
of all his misſortunes, had ſo much pre- 
ſence of mind, and was ſufficiently maſter 
of his ideas to make his will in. verſe. 
In writing it he did not conceal his mis- 


for- 
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fortunes, but he ſpoke of them like a phi- 
loſopher, and looked upon death with a a 
calm and ſteady eye. We have this piece, 
which is a matchleſs monument, written 
entirely by his own hand, _ Gir, 
Me have a ſtill more heroic monument 
of this Royal Philoſopher ;—it is a letter 
to Mr. de Voltaire of the gth of Auguſt, 
twenty-five mo before his victory at Roſ- 
bach. | : n 
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4 ; "AS. 2 
5 5 


« Te fits Ws il ſuffit, * ne pour | la foulfance z 4 
* Aux b du a. J W e ma conſtance. 7 1 


Enough—I'm man, and therefore bande to e 
To rig'rous fate my firmneſs I oppoſe. _ 


«© But though theſe be my Pu To am 
« far from condemning Cato and Otho.— There 
was not a ſingle glorious moment in the life 

- oc the latter, but that which e it. 


« Voltaire dans fon bermittge Un 

1 Peut s' adonner en paix à la denen TY 
Dont Platon nous traga la loi : 

Pour moi, menace du naufrage, - A. 


7 &« Jedoisen affronter Forage 
« "FORE 2 n en __ n 0 
ee eee 


Vooltaire in ſweet retirement laid, 
Beneath his fav'rite Ferney's ſhade, 
May practice Plato's ſacred lore z _ 
Oe] For me, embark d on ſtormy ſeas, . 
1 5 . ſuccour nigh, no fav ring breeze, © 
EN NMI ſhip far diſtant driven ſrom ſhore. 


f Thou gh e tumbli ing waye on wave, 
4 ha ſhatter'd ſides the tempeſts lave, 


And round my head the wild winds gs * 
Vet muſt I meet their fierceſt hjaate 
Proſp' rous, or adverſe be my fate, 
; Think, ve, die, as becomes a King: 


| Nothing can be finer or more ackls- 
a 4 theſe laſt verſes, Corneille, in his 


beſt days, could not have written any 
thing better: and when a battle is gained 


after ſuch dae the ſublime can reach 
b no higher, . 1 


Cardinal Tencin, as may be been OM nis 


letters, always continued his ſecret nego- 


tiations for peace, though fruitleſsly, It 


was the Duke de Choiſeul who at laſt be- 


gan this great and neceſſary work, which 
the Duke de Praſlin compleated; a moſt 
important ſervice done to F rance, Already 
_ and impoveriſhed. | 


| F rance 


* 
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France was in fo deplorable a ſituations * . | 
that of all the Miniſters of the Finan- | 
ces, who rapidly fiicceeded one another 
during the twelve years of peace, which 

followed this fatal war, there was not 

one, that with the beſt inclination and 
the moſt laborious. aſſiduity, could even 
palliate the wounds of the ſtate. Such 
was the want of money, that a Comp- 
troller general was obliged, on a preſſing 
occaſion, to ſeize all the caſh which the 
citizens had depoſited in the hands of Mr. 
Magan, the King's Banker, Two hun- 

; __ -dred thouſand livres were taken from our 

| Recluſe, It was an enormous loſs, but, 
"like | true Frenchman; he comferted 

bimſelf by the following madrigal, which 
he compoſed e tempore . receivin ing 
pace of his misfortune, F 


Au tema della grandeyt Romalge 

Horace diſait a Mecdne © * © 
Quand eke ee rk aun 
Du Je Welche en en bf tendfe. Es 


> A Monſcigneu * es gs 
1 ceſſereꝝ vous de me * 0 A 


n vOLTA 1 


When Rome the world in triumph led, |. 

Thus to Mecenas Horace ſaid, = B 

When will you ceaſe to give ua 92 if 27 

Bur the good Welch — 
=. I vowareof a different make, 4 


. 4 a ol ought to lay, but without choler,... 6 1 «x Ar 
A. t pleaſe you my good Lord Com ptroller, 

When ba LING ceaſe by take 7 
3 417 


wo "hoy did: not a e, The Due 
de Choiſeul cauſed a magnificent hatbour 
to be built at Verſey, upon the Lehen 
Lake, commonly called the Lake of Ge- 
-neva, and having a frigate built there, it 
| Was ſeized in a port of Savoy near the fa- 
mou  Ripailte, by ſome people of Savoy, 
"who were creditors of the uhdertakets. 
Mr. de Voltaite immediately redeemed - 
this royal veſſel with money out of bis 2 
"own. pocket, but has never been able io 
recover it from government, for the Duke 
de Choiſeul loſt all his employments ut. * 
"that time; and retired to his ſcat at Chan- 
teloup, not only regretted. by his friends 
but by all the people in France, who ad- 
q ü bit benevolent diſpolition, the. no- 
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den 


fre, 


2. * 


A 


| that Nobleman by all the ties of gratitude,” 
There was no kind of favour which the 
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bleneſs of his ſoul, and did juſtice to his 
Xx abilities. 
Our Recluſe was tenderly ant to 


Duke de Choiſeul did not readily grant on 


his recommendation. He made Mr. de 
ka Houliere, nephew of Mr. de Voltaire, 
a Brigadier in the army. Penſions, re- 


wards, commiſſions, eroſſes of St. Len, x 
| were given as ſoon us aſked. | . 
man who bad been 0 r 3 by 


| him, who had juſt eſtabliſhed a colony of 


artiſts and manufacturers under his au- 
ſpices, The Colony had begun to be 

employed very ſucceſsfully for Spain, 
Germany, Holland, and Italy, and u pon 
this occaſion he thought they would have 


been ruined ; but they were able to ſup- 
port themſelves. The Empreſs of Ruſſia 


alone, and in the very heat of the war 


againſt the Turks, bought watches at 
Ferney to the amount of fifty thouſand 


res. There i is no end to our aſtoniſh- 
ment, 


5 * 4 by 


* 
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ment, when we ſee this Princeſs at the 
fame time laying out a million of livres in 
France and Holland for pictures, 4.0 
ſome millions for jewels. W 


She made a preſent to Mr. Diderot of 
fifty. thouſand livres, and with ſuch a 
pleaſing delicacy as greatly heightened he 
value of the preſent. She offered to 
commit the principal care of her ſon's 
: el aon to Mr. d'Alembert, with a ſa- 
lary of fixty thouſand livres: but neither 
the ſtate of health, nor the philoſophic 
turn of Mr. d'Alembert, permitted. him 
to accept an employment at Peterſburg 
which was equal to what the Duke de la 
Vaugion enjoyed at Verſailles. She ſent. 
Prince Klon to preſent Mr. de Vol. 
taire with ſome valuable furs, and a box 
turned with her own hands, ornamented 
with her picture and twenty diamonds. 
It looks like the hiſtory of Abogrrapnne 
in the Arabian Nights.” - 

Mr. de Voltaire told her that me nad 
certainly taken all Muſtapha's treaſures 
in one of a victories. She * 
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Ane i 


75 7 bat with economy a we are always rich, . 
[ that in this great. war ſhe would nei ben 


92 By ='S, 1 
=. #= & »" we & 


feel the want of "ay or Oy: 1 And . 
has ſhewn it. 3 


In the mean time Mr. 1 the . 


waus Statuary, was employed at Paris i 
making a ſtatue of our Recluſe at Fer. 
ney. This compliment was firſt propoſed 
in the year 1770 by a foreign Lady, to 


ſome truly, learned men, to make him, 


amends. for all the inſi pid libels and ridi- 
5 culous calymnies ahich fanaticiſm and 


ignorance had heaped upon him, It was 
Madame Neker, the wife of the Reſident 


from. Geneya, who firſt coneeived this 
project. She was a woman of a highly, 
_ cultivated underſtanding, and if poſſi le, 
ber worth was even ſuperior to her genius. 
Her idea was eagerly catched at by all 


her vifitants, upon condition that none 


but men of letters ſhould be e I 


Ol the undertaking... . 1 
„The King of Pruſſia, as aman of tis, 


to, \ which title and to that of genius ſurely. 
„mar has a beiter claim, wrote to the 
celebrated 


* 


© can to Voltaire. 


48 
= 


66 


Griff" vor "IJ 1 


RES Mr, d Alembert, and ep 10 preffed | 
his deſire to be among the firſt. to ſub», 


ſeride. His letter of the 28th of July, 


GS 1 
1770, i lodged. i in the a 
Acade my. lo. 2 iq.» 
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is that which he hath erected himſelf, in hie 


„ works, They will laſt longer than the dome 
* 7 St: Peters , the Louvre, and all thoſe 
© buildings which vanity has conſecrated to 


| 4 eternity. When the French language ſhall be 
no more ſpoken, Voltaire wilt be tranſlated” 


«/ ititb the language which ſhall: next ſucceed.” 


In the mean time, while amy filled with. che 


1 pleaſure Which his productions, ſo various, 
and each ſo perfect in its kind, have given 
„% me, I cannot, without ingratitude, reject 
the propoſal which you have made to me, o 
* contributing to the monument Which is t 


be etected or him as a ptbof of public gra: 
titude. You have only to let me know what; 

\ < js expected frgm me f will refile notihe. 
for a ſtatde which does more honour to the 


„% men of letters who erect it, than egy 
"Ni will be ſaid, that in the 
„ ſeventeenth century, While ſo many men of 
letters were tearing one anothet in pieces 
through eavy, there were ſame. found ſo 
truly noble and genetous, as to do juſtice to 
a man whoſe genius and talents were ſuperioßp 
to every age ;—that we deſerved to poſlels - 
6s Voltaire : and our lateſt poſterity will 
"(RTP 


- 
$ 


x 


l — % . 
a 
2 — =_ * 2 2 ere * 8 ; 
Z — * Y 1 — * > l ad 
- RD . by E - : 4 ** — STS PR > = 
I ne ner Sr epce — — — 
— TE inn 2 A i — — w —— 
* Der ! — Ve 
Y — » mas A, ö * 
* * x * * 
f Tho Be : : 


— — 5; Yve_ 4 — — 
1 go» 2a» ae: 
A . 2 buy \ of - on. = _ _ = — 
= — p 4 A_— — — — — ——— _ : 
—————__— Rp —— a — — — — — wa” — * — — . *** 2 = - = _ = 
= dm — * N i 2 _ 5 . „ — ering o = = — 
— — n . 2 2 * — * 2 — 
— — p "> EY —— - > » \ \ * 
— 2 << = — * * 22 my * 
— 4. 
6 1 
* 
« 


— " 44 OR * 2 
E * — 


. r a 
— — — ä an 9 Fs; m— 1 


1b HIST ORIC AL ME MO1RS 


5 enyy us that ſingular advantage. The diſ- 


| $6 tinguifhing celebrated men, and doing juſ· 
bes to their merit, is the way to encourage 


jor talents. It is the only recompence 
— minds, and is juſtly. due to thoſe 
4.855 cultivate letters in an eminent „ 

66 They procure the pleaſures of the 
« which are more laſting than thoſe of the = 
es they ſoften the moſt ſavage manners; 
ſpread; charms over the whole courſe 
1 of life they render our exiſtence more 
46 ſupportable, and death leſs terrible, Con - 
* tinue then, Gentlemen, to protect and cele- 
6. brate all thoſe in France who apply to, and 
1 are ſo happy as to ſucceed in, theſe purſuits, 


„It will be the gu honour you can polls 


* 10 0 * FREDER ic. wo. 


The King of Pruflia did more: „ 


Gd a Statue of his old ſervant to be. 


made in his'fine porcelain, and ſent it to 
bim with the word Immortal{y inſcribed 


on the PUN amd * Vo wrote 


# 


'3 Vous bis 3 vos bons. urenines 
Me font de trop nobles prẽſens. N 
Vous me donne: ſur mes vieux ans 
Da terre dans vos dene. 


l > 4 


" 5 I: 
ET F 
; You're 
*% 
F J 6 
4 1 


or ME o TIE mm 


Youre generous. Your royal bounty geigns 
ny | Tocroud too noble preſents on the paſt z "TS. 
45 Wann out with age, and breathing now my laſt, 

75 | You grant ag an ltte jo your domains. a 


Mr. Pigal undertook to execute the 
statue in France with the zeal of one 
artiſt who wiſhed to immortalize ano- 

ther. This adventure, which was fin- 
gular at that time, will very ſoon become 
common. The erecting the ſtatues, or 


at leaſt the buſts of Artiſts, will become 
the faſhion, like calling out from the | 
pit the Author, the Author. But he to 
whom this honour was done, plainly 
foreſaw that his enemies would be I 7 
N 


the more exaſperated. He wrote w 


follows to Mr. Ties in a . n 
too burleſque... . 


7 


4 Masseur Pigal, vöus W I 
Me fait mille fois trop d honneur. | 
Jean Jaques a dit avec candeur 1 
Que c'eſt a luĩ que lle etait due · e 
Quand votre eiſeau s'evertue. 0 _ „ 
A ſculpter votre ſerviteur, er 1 + 
Vous agacez Veſprit railleu | 


- 


, 
* 


- 


1 
1 
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Qui depuis ſi Jongrems me | hue, er 
Lem Freron le  barbouilleur c 5 5 ; : 
1 ved Lecrits qu on, jette dans la ue, 1 
ourdement de fa main e | 
| Muiilera votre labeur. * * 1 


FO)! A an a 
i nous cooſume & * nous t ue 


one 2 
N ia tems, aids de mon =». 4 4 
Ait d'un 5. J 


A extefminateur” * n 
- "ft 1 Enterré wa tete chenue- 18 155 * — 48 


F 
34 a4 . 35 7 
* 7 


en. ne * 


t la tale & le cou de gr 5 
5 mine tres. peu jouflue * 


ee eonnaiſſeur, ud SH Fre 21 76 


al. Seilpter nous quelque beautẽ nue 101 . {3 
0 De qui la chair blanehe & dodue * It 
_ Seduiſe Vceil du ſpectateur, 1 
Wlaisgte qui dans nos ſens inſinue e * 
vic Ces deu de ſirs & cette ardeut 1) 
„Dost Pigmaion le Holder. SC Fu 9113 
Votre digne predeceſſeur. ,, 5 
| l N fable en oft er * 2 Wolle 1 
Son mabre cut un eſprit, un rnit ot 
I] eut mieux, dit un grave K: 4 
Car ſoudaity fille devenue | Se 
Cette Rille reſta pourve 
Des doux appas que ſa bee, aL: 
© Nederobait point 31a vue. ms e 4 
Meme elle fut plus diflolue © 
0 ſon pere et ſon createur, 5 5 
C'eſt un example tres ·flatteu r. 
u faut bien qu on le — * 
bo * | A Statue 


2 gd 1 


7 
E 


* 
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A \ Statins ES wrought by. vous 
Tu much, too much hows. my, i 8 


1 ſtatue for Voltaire . 

When mine's the metit—l alone | : 
Ought to be grav'd i in living tone, PR 5 99 
Tubus hucry'd on-by/zeal too fervent, * — 
When you would grace your humblefervati i 

Vou rouſe again the dormant rage, | 

Ot al ine rhyiners of the age, 'Y 3 

By whom I've long been perſecuted; - 

Pelted, defam'd; and bifs'd and 5 | 
Freron; whoſe pamphlets you may _ E Ro 
Choaking the kennels in each ſtreet, © ä | | 
| With crooked claw will ſteal upon 120 f 

And maim your labour in a moment. 

Habe patience, wait a few ſhort bob. "I 

Tin that fell fiend which all Fe 
Times with my pious paſtor's 28 

In duſt my hoary head has ldd. 
| = And after.all, wht b erte, e — 
Your credit, Sir, you raſhly e | + ol 


+ Ja Jaques Routen, of Genera, in 1.4. 2 to 
the Archbiſhop: of Paris, ertitled n Fhques 10 
Chriftepher; modeſtly ſays that be is become a man 
letters, gy bis conterapt for them. And after begi 


hriſfopher to read his romance of his Swifs girtEtolle, on 2 


Who while unmarried, brought forth an abortion ; he 
cdiicludes, page 14, that they ought to erect ſiatues' 
for An, in every well regulated fare. „„ 


8 hs, A 


By much too ee ba and featute ; 
With long crane neck, and checks ſo thin, 
They'll foree ſrom Com ifſeurs a grin. 
To pleaſe is flilf the ſealptor's duty, 
Then carve us out fore naked beauty, 
Whoſe fair plump eharms may pleaſe our eyes, 
And take our ſenſes by ſurpriae - 
Shoot through our marrow landen vo | 
Kindling, thoſe raptures frerce 8 5 
With which as ancient ftorits: pond 
Pygmalion felt his boſom glow 3 . 
His marble had a ſoul; a heart, mY Ty 1 Gs 
Still better, authors grave aſſert:;: 
For ſoon as liſe infor mꝰd the 3 18175 
No marble now the ſprighily 1. 
As the beſote him naked ſtodl. 
Shew'd plainly ſhe 3 
Boldly diſplay'd her ſweeteſt charms, - - - 
And hugg'd her maker inter atm. 1 
Nay With far krentet ärdbut glos?! 
Than tf ts Whüeh ber lite Me ow. = 
Pour powers are as Pygmalion's an | 1 
: . . Then propagate a feet ee ac * 5 


"M © #7$' 1. 2 f 25 1 2 k 


oY was SLES rontdn * be 5 


all 


this, ASS. honour, would, {er 
15 5 T7 2% Hs i 9292 1 gre ; 
6 0 33 


- 


Or MR. VOLTALRE., wg. 


FOR fanatic writers * the Pant ef ws 
upon; him. In writing ta Mr, Tiriot, 
he ſaid, all tbeſe gentlemen deſerve ſtatues 
much better than I do; and I confeſs that 
Bere are ſome of them, whoſe N gies pught 
to be fuck up in the Greve,+ © ; 
The Nonottes, the Frerons, the Sabotiers, 
and their companions, loudly declaimed: 
but he who perſecuted him with the 
2 erueliy and abſurdity, 'was a 

oreign mountaineer, who was fitter for 

: pickle chimnies, than directing con- 
ſciences. 'Phis very familiar gentleman 
vate to the King of France, in the ſtile. 
of one crowned head to another, te beg 
the fayour of him to expel a ſick man, 
of ſeventy-five years of age, from the 
houſe which he built; from the lands 
which he bad cleared, and from 2 hundred 
ſamiles, Who derived their ſubſiſtence 
from him. The King thought the pro- 
poſal was diſhoneſt and unchriſtain, and 
gave orders * . fatter "TOY might 
pe told ſo. n a 


© Anſwering ts our Grub-firect, - - Ne 
+ The Gree is the place of execution for criminals. 


8 2 ". on 


1 
i 
I 
| 
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Our recluſe of Ferney, being ſick and 


without employment, was reſolved to be 
, Fevenged for this petty manceuvre, only | 


by having extreme unction adminiſtered. 


according to the cuſtom at that time, by 


way of atchievement. He acted as thoſe 


| people who are called Janſeniſts do at | 
Paris: he had it ſignified to hig Parſon, 
who was called Gres, (an honeſt drunkard, 
who has ſince killed himſelf by the bottle) 


by one of the Vergers, that the ſaid Parſon 
ſhould come and anoint him in his cham- 
per, without fail, on the firſt of April. 


The Parſon accordingly came, and remon- 
ſtrated to him the neceſſity of firſt taking 
the ſacrament, and then he would give 
bim as much oil as he pleaſed. The ſick ? 

5 mas accepted the propoſal; the com- 
| munion was brought into the chamber, 


I. 


and on the 1ſt of April, in the preſence 


of witneſſes, he declared before a notary, 
that Be forgave Bis anderer who had. en- 


. to? ruin lin, but bad not A 


1 
% 


8 3 8 * bs ed, 
ry * el 
Ks * 
» 
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| d. The declaration Was drawn up in 
| proper form. : 
After the ceremony, he ſaid, now thay 3 
I have had the ſatisfaction of dying like 
Guzman i in Alzira, I find myſelf better. 
The wags at Paris e the whole * 
April. errand. 1a 

His enemy, aſtoniſhed at this e 
ture, did not value himſelf upon following 
the example; he did not forgive. He 
did not know what ta do but to forge a. 
declaration of the ſick man, quite dif- 
ferent from the genuine one which had 
been made before the notary, duly ex- 
amined and authenticated, - In about fif- 
teen days after, a couple of Forgers di- 
geſted a counter- profeſſion of his faith, 
but. they durſt not counterfeit the ſigna- 
ture of the man, to whom they had the 
ſtupidity to aſcribe this piece of favoyard 
gibberiſh. Mr. de Voltaire wrote the 
N letter upon the ſubjece. 


« ] am not offended with thoſe people, who 
gs + have en — ſpeak we words of ery. 
x25 32 ' 


& even in favour of the truth. The more th 
Catholic religion is true, (as all the world 
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44 ſtile hoth barharous and impertinent 5 they 


could have expreſſed my true ſentiments but 


* badly; they might have repeated in their 
argon, what I have fo. frequently publiſhed 


n French, but they have not even expreſſed 


te the ſubſtance of my opinions. I agree with 
them; I joia in their faith, my enlightened 
$ zeal. ſeconds their ignorance, and I recom - 
* mend myſelf to their ſavoyard prayers. 

$6 only beg the pious Forgers, who digeſted- 
** the deed of the 15th of April, to conſider 
be that they ought. not to counterfeit deeds, 


52 
4 


* knows) there is the leſs need of telling lie 

* for e little liberties Which 12 bp 
too common, may authorize more dangerous: 
4 impoſitions. People may very ſoon think 
* they may be allowed to fabricate falſe wills, 
« Falſe donations, - and falſe accuſations, for the 
„glory of God. Moſt, horrid  forgeries. have = 


geen committed on former occaſjons, 


Some of the pretended witneſſes. confeſy 
chat they were ſuborned, but they were made 
„ ta pelieve that they were doing good. They a 
« have declared, that they only cold Hes with 
i ET O00 eos 


e All this was done no doubt-with the ſame 


& charitable intentions that the -recantations 


« were imputed to Meſſrs. de Mounteſquiey; 


&« de la Chalotais, de Montclar, and a number 
« of other people. Theſe pious frauds have 
« been in fathion about ſixteen hundred years: 
« bur when theſe good works, go the length of 
6 falfthood, it. is riſking a great deal in this 


* world, 


or Ms. VOrtathe 


6 world, in ane 'of Ge ig verde 
* leaves“ , 15 | ; e Ip 3 


* 3 5 2 4 


While hols people. were l in 
melancholy miſchief, our recluſe, conti 
nued chearfully to do the little. good in 
his power, and to fortify the moſt e | 
: truths, by ſallies of humour. 

He confeſſed that he catried his oak 
too great lengths againſt fome of his .ene-, 
mies. I was wrong, ſaid he in one of 
his letters, but having been attacked by 
theſe gentlemen for forty. years,” I have 
loſt my patience theſe ten years. 

The revolution which took place i in 141 
the parliaments of the kingdom, in the 
year 1771, could not fail to affect bim, 
for he had two nephews, one of whom 
quitted, when the other entered the par- 
liament of Paris. 0 They were both men 
of diſtinguiſhed: merit and incorruptible: 
| probity, but engaged in oppoſite parties, 

He continued to love them both equally, 
and to preſetve the fame regard for them: 
but he loudly declared for the abolition of 

I 1 
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that venality, againſt which we have quo- 


ted the energetic expreſſions of the Mars 


quis d'Ar . He greatly admired the 


:heme of doing juſtice grathitouſly, like 


St. Louis; but chiefly he wrote in favout 
bf unfortunate clients, who for fout ceti- 


turies had been obliged to conie a hundred 
and fifty leagues from their homes to com- 
pleat their ruin in the capital, by loſing; 


or even by gaining their cauſes. He al- 
ways manifeſted theſe ſentiments in his 


writings, and was ſteady in his ma 


without paying court to any one. 
Though he was at that time ehh 


elght years of age, in one year he entirely | 


new-writ the Sophont! i/ba of Mairet, and 
compoſed the tragedy of the Latos 4 


Minot. He did not look upon theſe” pro⸗ 
ductions, which he wrote in haſte fot the 
Theatre, in his own Caſtle, as good pieces. 
The connoiſſeurs do not find much fault 


with the Laws of Minos; but it muſt be 
owned, that thoſe dramatic works which 


| An never Nee on n the ſtage, of that 


B "have 


4 * 
ry 2: 18 + , * 
« © > + bs 
- 


8 
4 1 
* 
, : 


6 11 R. v or PAIRE. "a 
| Have not continued to be played for a 
cConſiderable time, ſerve no other purpoſe 
but to ſwell the heap of pamphlets with 
Which Europe is overloaded like thoſe | 
pictures and prints, which if not received 2361 
into the collections of the 9 remain 5 
as if they had never exiſted. in 


In the year 1774, he had a fiogularop- 
portunity of employing, that ſame. zeal 
Which he had the good fortune to diſplay 
in the fatal cataſtrophe. of the funilics of 
Calas, and Sirven. e ew rr races: 100 

He was informed that 8 was a young 
French gentleman of modeſt merit, and 
ſingular good ſenſe, in the King of Pruſſſa's 
army, at Weſel. This young gentleman 
was only a volunteer, and had been con- 
1 at Abbeville, with the Chevalier 
de la Barre, to ſuffer the pumſhment of 
parricides, for not kneeling in time of 
rain before a proeeſſion of Capuchins, | 


who had paſſed about 5 or fxty paces . 
tem eng. | 


0 r * 
- * Ye Foggy * 
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a2 good King, while they who repeated it, 


ture ordinary and extraordinary, theiv 
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To this accuſation was. added, that of 
having ſung a rakiſh long of a hundred 
years old, and. repeatii " Piron's Ode to 
Priapus. This Ode of Piron's was a 
lewd flight of a young, man, and look- 
ed. upon as ſuch a yenial treſpaſs, that 
dhe King of F 'rance, Louis XY, hearing 
that the author Was poor, gave bim a 


penfior out of his privy purſe, Thus he 
' who compoted the piece was rewarded by 


* 


were condemned to ſuffer the moſt dread- 
fal puniſhment, for ow dae mon- 
_ Hers of a village. 


Three Judges of Abbeville te 
' the proſecution, and the ſehtence was as 


follows: That the Chevalier de la Barre, 
and his young friend; (of whom we have 
been ſpeaking) ſhould be put to the tor- 


hands be cut off, their tongues torn out 
with pincers, «nd; ir bodies: baun a 
ik: WH 

of three "Jas 218 cave. 9 57 fon 
"rence, two of them were abſolu * in- 


fame. time ſo abſurd, which is an eternal 


; hy * . - , ; . : . * 
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cttipetent. One of theth for being the 
declared enemy of the young people's pa- 

rents ; the other, becauſe having formerly ' 
got himſelf admitted Counſellor, he hag 13 
ſinee purchaſed and exerciſed the buſineſs 
of Attorney in Abbeville; that his prin- 


 cipal employment was that of a dealer in 


bullocks and hogs ;—he had been con- 
demned by the Conſuls of Abbeville, and 
the court of Aides had afterwards declared 
bim incapable of holding any N 
Py ELITE in. the kingdom. an. 
The third Judge, intimidated: by the 
two others, had the weakneſs to ſubſcribe 
to their ſentence, which was followed by 
the moſt-poignant and fruitleſs remorſe: 
Io the ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment of all 
Europe, that fill ſnudders with hortor at 
the deed, the Chevalier de la Barre ws 
executed: his friend was.outlawed, ha 
ing been in a foreign country before the 
beginning of the proſecution. 
. This ſentence ſo execrable, and at he 


| diſgrace to n was much more to 6 
. con 


7 
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condemned than that by which the inno- 
cent Calas was broke upon the wheel; 
for the Judges of Calas were guilty of no 
other fault than that of deceiving them- / 
ſelves, while the crime of the Abbeville 
Judges, was their being monſters of 
cruelty with their eyes open. They con- 
demned two youths to ſuffer. as cruel a 
death as Ravillac and Damiens, for a 
levity which only deſerved 5 week $ im- 

_ priſonment. It may be ſaid that ſince the 
maſſacre of St. Barthelomew nothing = 
dreadful has happened. It is melancholy 5 N 
to relate ſuch an inſtance of brutal ferocity | 
as is not to be met with among the moſt | 

ſavage people, but truth obliges us to it. | 

What is chiefly to be obſerved is, that 

theſe horrid acts have been committed for 

the ſake of religion, at a time when the 

greateſt luxury, ee ang: e, 

dled diſnpation, prevailed. . 


Mr. de voltaire having been OY 
that the other young perſon, a victim of 2 
the moſt deteſtable fanaticiſm that ever 
8 dhe earth, was in one of the 


INF Ling 


1 F . : q , 8 I * 4 ys 


* 


or MR. V O'L'TNTRE 


Wig of Pruflia's regiments, he cpa 5 
that Monarch of it, who immediately 
had the generoſit 2 make him [ - officers 
The King of Pruſſia enquired particular- 
ly about the young gentleman; he found 
that he had learnt the art of drawing and 
detign without the help of a maſter 3 
that he was prudent, ſenſible, and virtu- 
ous; and that the whole of his conduct 
gave the lie to his pretended Judges of 
Abbeville, The King called him near 
his perſon, gave bim a company, appoints | 
ed him engineer, and honoured: him with 
A penſion, and thus 'by his benevolence 
wiped a away the er mes committed by folly . 
and barbarity. He wrote in the moſt 
affecting terms to, Mr. de Voltaire to ac- 
quaint. him with what he had done for 


"= >” 8 


this truly valuable and unfortunate young 

ſoldier. We have all been witneſſes of 
this horrid affair, o diſhonourable for 
France, and ſo noble for a royal philoſor 


pher. This great example will ferns 
mankind, but-will it correct them 


1 2 S 11 of 
a N 8 N 
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ummediately after this our old man re- 


newed. his feen g in onder b wake. 


age of the patriotic views of a 
new Miniſter, who was the firſt in France 
that ſet out with being the father of the 


| people. Thee eſtate Which Mr. de Vol- 


taire bad choſen in the Pays de Ger, 


in length and about two in breadth; be- 
| tween Mount Jura, the lake of Geneva, 


Vas plagued with about fourſcore- Shirt 
of the revenue, who diſgraced their em- 
ployment, and, unknown to their maſ- 
ters, tormented the poor people. The 
country was in the moſt dreadful miſery, 


but he was ſo happy as to obtain a, com- 


poſition from this benevolent Mioiſter, by 
Which this ſolitude (we dare not ſay pro- 
vince) was delivered from all vexation ; 


they became free and happy. After this, 


Ta: he, 1 e Us, for Tran rile "3 
79 Higher. | 2 5 


3 ene the Inguiftin, ans 
Voltaire uſes this term to expreſs the 3 cruelty 
of the as in France. 


a ſtripe of land about five S nn | 


the, Alps, and Swiſſerland. This country - 


| How- 


j 


- However be dd not diet — 
| fry. 1 take pm very: drall 5 | 
napp⸗ ned upon the oocafion, | Mr. de Vok 
taire received an. invitation from Paris 
to be proſent at the funeral of this poos - 
devil. A female, who- was apparently 
dne of the family, wrote an mn. | 
letter o him, which is in our hands, pro- 
poſing in. the mol} ſerious manner, A. 
be ſhauld pracuse.a huſband for the daugh · 
ter af Freron, as he had; done for: the der 
ſcendant af Corneillo. She eonjured him 
in the maſk. prefling terms, and informed 
him. that. he might addreſs. the Parſon of 
tbe Magdalen at Paris, for that purpoſe; 
Mr. du Voltaire told us, that: if- Freron 
bad written the Ci 
- eudtes, he 19 821 baue e com- 
: * n Ab be — wars 
not all anonymous. There was 4 Mr. 
Clement, a Servitor, in a college of Di- 
jon, who: ſet. himſelf up for a maſter 
in the . en and 1 in the art of 
8 * en 15 


„Einna, and Poly- 1 


* ; 
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writing; that came to Paris to lire by a 
trade which may be carried on without ha- 
g ſerv apprent ceſhip; he turned 
| khbeller. The Abbe V oiſenon wr See 4 
the occaſion, ' Zorlus gentit Mevium, Me- 
viut genuit Giot des Fontaines, 25 autem 
genuit Freron, Frerun autem genuit Cle 
mente, and thus great families degene- 
rate, This Mr. Clement had attacked 
Bis io" Marquis de St. Lamber „Mr. de Lille, 


and ſeveral other Members of the Acade- 
| 22 ee violence ich the moſt irri- 


N 


could not have employed, if 
b. whole fortune had been at ſtake. And 
i hw what was all this? for ſome verſes in- 
deed. It was like the learned Doctor in | 
 -Moliere, : who foamed at the mouth with 
rage. becauſe a man had, in his hearing, 
mid, the form of 4 hat, and not the 
figure of a hat. Here: follow ſome lines 
which Mr. de Voltaire wrote to e ad 
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9 '®  Zoilus yy 1 ae Git Des ; 
| . -—"xY Giot Lars Freron, of feron bee Xo 
* e eee een 


v. 


W 


_. nl 


a or * M. 


1 n. ef bien vrai gue von W 
Lees lettres de maitre Clement. 


s je ne ſerai pas aſſez ſot 

Pour m'embarquer dans ces qd 
1 6 $i deut ẽtẽ Clement Marot 

9 5 0 155 aurait eu de mes nouvelles, 


Fe But not a line ſhall he receive; 
I furely ſhould have loſt my vit, „ 
Too heed when ſtupid madmen rave. . 
Pet had it Clement Marot' been, * 

228 a anſwer he had doubtleſs ſeen. Bp AH 


VOLTAIRE. us : 


« Il a beau m'&rire ſouvent, _ 69. al 
e 11 n'obtiendra point de reponſe. 


Nl But 1 Mr. . not Marot, who in. 
a volume much larger than the Henriade, 
oves to me that the Henriade is worth but 
ittle ; alas! I have known it theſe ſixty years 
«as well as he. At the age of twenty-one 1 1 
began with the ſecond Canto of the Henri - 
40 ade. I was at that time in the ſame predica- 
et ment that Mr. Clement ſeems to be in at pre- 
« ſent z I did not know what I was about. 5 
<< ſtead of writing a large volume a wg fe 
«why does not he write a better t 
«6 fo caly a matter we 


There are a fort: of e which; 
having once contracted a habit of wri- 
ting, cannot * it in their moſt 


ad- 


| 
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advanced age; —ſuch were Huet and 
Fontenelle- Though our author was 
weighed down with years and diſorders, 
he was always chearfully employed. His 
Epiſtle to Boileau, bis Epiſtle. to Horace, 
the Tafticks, the Dialogue of ' Pegaſus 
and the Old Man, Johr who Laughs and 
Cries, and ſeveral other pieces of that 
kind, were written at the age of eighty- 
two. In conjunction with two or three 
men of learning, he wrote three-fourths 
of The Yyeſtions, on the Encyclapedie. As 
ſoon as each volume made its appearance, 
ſeveral editions of it were Nigel. and 
the whole are yery incotrect. W 1 2? 
There is a very ſingulat fact un 
the article Mzffah, which thews that the, 
eyes of envy are, not always clear-fighted. | 
That article already printed in the great, 
Paris edition, was written by Mr, Polier 

de Bottens, chief Paſtor of the church of 


3 Lauſanne; a man truly reſpectable, both 
for his virtue and learning. The article 


is ſenũible, inſtructive, and of profound 
ene 1s) e dn ine ene in 
: 1 11 LL LT the 
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- the en noe ht While it was 
believed to-be written by Mr. de Voltaire, 
there were a hundred faults found; but 
when it was known to be the Work of 
2 Clergyman, it became truly Chriſtian. 


Among the number who fell into this 
ſaare, we may reckon the Ex-Jeſuit, No- 


notte. It was the ſame man who thought 


it to deny that there was à little town 
called Livron, in Dauphiny, beſieged by 
order of Henry the Tbird; who did not 
know that our firſt race of Kings had ſe- 
veral wires at one time wh did not 
know that Eucberius was the firſt author 
of the fable of the Theban Legion. It 
was he who wrote tyyo yolumes againſt c 
Hiſtory of the Genius and Manners of Na- 
tions, and who blundered in every page of 
the two volumes. His book ſold, becauſe 
he attacked a perſon who was well known. 


The fanataciſm of this Nonotte was o | 
great, that in I don't kno what, þ bilo. 
Jophical, anti=philefophical, religious. Die- 
tionary, on the article Miracle, he aſſures 
| * when the 50% at Dijon was ſtab- 
2 | bed | 
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bed with a knife, it run twenty porringers 
of blood :—and that another 50% Wiang 
| thrown into the fire at Déle, skipped 
away to the altar. Frere Nonotte, to 
prove theſe two facts, quotes two Latin 
verſes of the NO — of . 
comté. 


A PERF ad * CY 
\ and wy e ee Dare fater = 
e n ee ſanguine, et or. * big: 


Theſe two impertinent verſes, when 
4 medias; into common ſenſe, ſay, 
% Wicked wretch, wherefore doſt thou 
s heſitate to acknowledge a man God ? 
e he proves that he is man by” om _— 
« and God by the fire. | 
Nothing could be panda eee 

; and upon this proof Nonotte exclaims in 
extacy ; thus ought awe to proceed in * 
ling our belief 'of miracle. 0 
But the good Nonotte, in eg 
his belief upon theological ravings, or 
the reaſonings of Bedlam, did not know 
that there ate threeſcore towns in Europe, 
"1 — the people 8 out that the Jews 
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| ſtabbed the Se with knives, and Fs 
blood immediately flowed — he does not 
know that even in theſe days thay! om 
memorate a ſimilar adventure at Bruſſels, 
and I have heard a curious ſong upon 
the e when I was e * years 
5 28 

He Pre not F the ak of 
Goolefttgee; 3 in Paris, where the inha- 
bitants every year burn the figure of a 
8wiſs at the end of the ſtreet, for aſſaſſi- 
nating the Holy Virgin, and the Infant 
 Jeſus;—nor the miracle of the Carma- 
lites, called Billetes, and a hundred 
others of the ſame kind, celebrated by 
the dregs of the people, and brought in 
evidence by the dregs of writers, who 
would have us give the ſame credit to 
theſe nonſenſical tales, as to the miracle 
at the marriage in De or that of the 
* loaves. 2 WR bi 


All theſe fathers of * . 10085 | 


| coming out of the Biſſetre, ſome out of 
the tavern, ſome begging alms from him, 
Were continually ſending him either libels 


# | or 


i 
\ 
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been of wels pitiful — 7 who ; 
alled the r 1 | 
ced that little portical"picce, Le 
pauvre Diable, { T. . Po- Pu fo in 1 
Which he evidently thewed, that it was 
* thouſand times better to be a foptman = 
or porter in à good family, than to "frag 
on a life of indigence in ſtreets, Toffee- | 
| houſes, and garrets, which "they can 
ſcarcely ſupport by ſelling Übels to We. 
: ſellers, f in which they judge Kings, mult 
women, govern. ſtates, and, without. ** 
grain of common ſenſe, able their nei gh, þ 
bours. * a0 74 AN 14% EY N et 8: N TS 0" 
Of hate he has mewed a a perf 
repce for his own works ; wet which | 
he had always been little folicitous, =. 
which he never mentioned, They were 
0 continually reprinted without His den 
even acquainted with i it. If an edition of 
the Heariade, 0 or his Lhe ep ſtory, * * 
| e wens 


» 8 
1 


: ha 


9 fugitive ata out of print, 
another was inſtantiy produced. He fre- 
quently wrote to the nnn Do en 

nan cannot r —— 
rene Theydid not heark- 


en yo him; they reprinted in à hurry, 
with conſulting him: and what. is al- 


molt incredible, yet true, they printed 
va, without his ever ſeeing a ſingle page, 
in which they-inſerted a number of pieces 
that wers not his, and the real authors of = 
which. ate very well known. It was. | 
with regard to all: theſe different editions 
that he ſaid and wrote: to his friends, 7 
1 my 8 ret man, 1 {ol | 


„Thie 3 in quarto . tlie Aigner: ; 
125 volumes ; by making a piece 

ſed,in/ 1720; follow one of 17703 by a profuſion 
of 4 bundred little _ s which do not belong to the 


author, and mowy of the public'; and lh, by . 


a number o ical, errors; yet perhaps the 


benuty of 83 the type, and the e avi 5 
1 ths'Euri curious. * * 


| + - If * 
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ed Capuchin. 


The chief magiſlrate, and the prinei- 
pal clergyman of Lauſanne, having eſta- 


bliſhed a printing houſe in that town, they 5 
; publiſhed an edition, which they | faid- 


was compleat, with the name of Lon- 


don on the title page. Theſe editors 
have inſerted more than an hundre 


little 
pieces in proſe and "verſe, that could not 


come ftom him, nor from a man of any 


taſte, nor from a 3 ; ſuch as one 
beginning with 4%" 2 x." Ao dec 6 


* ejaman fopes.Parditie, 5 
Which may be ſound among * amel 


pieces of the Abbé Grecour; and ſuch as 

the-porbeofir of Mademoiſelle Couvreur, 
made by a ſchool maſter of the name of 

Bonneval: and the loup - moralifte (mora- 


lifng wolf) ; and I don't know what ſort _ 
of an ode, entitled Je vrai Dieu (the true 


N God), which ſeems to have been the Work 


of a coachman of N who turn-. 


N } 300; * 


Theſe pieces of ue e were ee . 
- collected in the compleat edition from the 
new o__ of nn Oudot, the Al- 


2 
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manacks of the Muſes, the Fort. Folio 2 
Recovered, and ſuch other. works ; of ge- 
nius which decorate the pont- neuf, and 
the Quay of the Theatins at Paris. They 
may be found in plenty in the twenty- 
third volume of the Lauſanne edition. 
Such traſly is only fit for the paſtry! ebokC. | 
The editors have likewiſe been ſo oblig- 
ing as to inſert in the title page of "theſe" | 
diſguſting infipidities, 7 he!" whole * reviſed" - 
and corrected by the "author," who alſuredly> 
had not ſeen a page ef them. 8 x. 
not thus that Robert "Stephens printed“ 
The former ſcarcity of bobks Was ve + 
to be preferred to the oppreſſive loads'bf 
writings which now over run London and © 
Paris, and ſhower in ſonmets u upon Traly. ” : 
When ſome of his letters were counter _ 
feited and printed in Holland, under he 
title of Private r be „4 d Wy | 
n de . 


-. «Voila Jong ks 88 iA 
4 ſecrettes, que pour Lecteur e 
08 Elles n' ont * leur 3 1 


| X At 


Þ 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
' B 
| 
| 
| 


; © of 'Sweien, the EleQor Palatine, and the 
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At laſt my private letters ſee, | 10 
letters never writ by me, 


. 
ee who rind and who nd them. 


We are unwilling to fag who che wor- 
thy gentleman was, who, with a Geneva 


title page, printed at Amſterdam the 


Letters of Mr. de Valtaire to bis F. 


of Parnaſſus, with notes critical and bil- 
rial. This Editor reckoned the Queen 


- Kings of Poland and. Pruſſia, . among his 
"friends of Parnaſſus. Very good friends 
and a charming Parnaſſus |. Not content 
with this _ exceſſive impertinence, tho 
on purpoſe to make bis book. 


5 fell, bad the knavery to follow the 
> example firſt ſet by Baumelle. . He 
forged ſeveral letters Which were al-. 


ready known, and among the teſt, a lets. 

ter upon the French and Italian languages, 

written in 1761 to Mr. Tovafi Deodati, 

in which this ſame Forger, with the moſt 

inſipid rudeneſs, mangles ſeveral of the 

firſt nen in France. Happily he lent 
his 


*% > 7 
* * * * ] A 
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* 
2 


* wrote, on Wer to ruin him: He 
makes Mr. de Voltaire ſay, that the La. 
lies of Verſailles are àgretable Coffs, and 


that E Jaques Rouſſeau is their little 
| Thus it is, that in F rance we 
> Emu nt, geniuſes, at. two -pence; the 
ſheet, who: write letters for Ninon de 
I Enclos, Madame Maintenon, Cardinal 
Allberoni, Queen Chriſtina, Mandrin, . 
N no, honeſt ef. 0 theſe beaux-g 
Was he Bad be, { ſaid he ira dag making 
. reflexions. of. the | TUE 00"; NOR 
_ #0 eis gi Wa be: 


wy, | 0 Rr cre 214 ly | 
of ; fr 4e Fee Noch his own mi- | 
en ** er Won 

nutes, wh: hich are at preſent i in our hands; | 
and ſhall only publiſh ſuch as we wit, cad 
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"MR. DE YOLTAIRE. 


{in h4G6t6 * 8 


Here Fey a ; faithful — 3 bis + a new + 

Lunge, 10” Mr. Tovaſi Deodati, bearing date the 
Bir atwary, 1 776, and which bas bern ſo ſhame- 
ally dis my in a s Dutch . N e 


1. . 


AN extremely ſenſible of the honour you have 
done me, by ſending me your Treatiſe on the 
excellenc) of the Italian Langua ez it was like ſend- 
ing to a lover an encomium on his miſtreſs —How- 
ever, allow me to offer ſome reflections in favour of 
the French tongue, which you ſeem to depreciate a 
little too much,—A man often takes the part of his 
wife, when ſhe is not treated with ſufficient 1 | 
by his miſtreſs. ' 
I believe, Sir, that no language can 7 claim to 
perfection we may fay with regard to them as to 
many other things, the 3 . have preſcribed laws 
to the learned. _ 
' All languages have how n a by . 4 
unqultivated vulgar.—Workmen have impoſed names 
on their tools. — Savage Hords as ſoon as they aſſem- 
bled, 5 vow 00 "IN their wants, are 
LL 1 ; „ 3 L (1 Nn 
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after a number of ages were paſſed, men of genius 
aroſe, who made the beſt uſe they could of en 
their rude anceſtors had by chance eſtabliſhed. 

la my opinion there are only two languages exiſtin 

that have a claim to real harmony, — the Greek, an 
the Latin. In them alone we find a verſification that 
can boaſt of a genuine meaſure, —a certain R hythmus, 
a a real mixture of Da#yls and Spondees, and quantity 


in the ſyllables. —The rude inventors of thoſe two 


languages, had certainly more muſical heads, a juſter 
1 and more delicate organs than other nations. 
Lou have, you ſay, Sir, long and ſhort ſyllables 
in your beautiful Italian language, and ſo have we in 
our French; but neither you nor we, nor any other 
nation have real Dactyls and Spondees, Our verſes 
are diſtinguiſhed by the number, not the quantity 


of ſyllables. La bella lingua Toſcana e la figla pri- 


mogenita del Latino. The beautiful Tuſcan lan- 
- ** guage is the eldeſt daughter of the Latin.“ Enjoy 
Four right of ſeniority, but allow your n ſiſters 

. ſoine ſhare in the ſucceſſion. 
„ baye' always reſpected the Iralians as our maſ⸗- 
ters; but you will acknowledge that you have form- 
ed excellent ſcholars. Almoſt all the European lan- 
uages have a mixture of beauties and faults which 
balance each other: You have not the melodious 
and ſtately terminations of, the Spaniſh words, which 
are rendered ſo ſonorous by a happy concourſe, of 
vowels and conſonants: los rios, los hombres, las 
hiftorias, los caſtumbres. Nor have you thoſe dip- 


thongs which in our language produce ſo harmonious 


an effect; Rois, les Enpereurs, les exploits, les 
. kijtoires : you reproach us with our e mute, as a 
flat dull ſound, 'which expires'on our lips, but to that 

* mute are we principally indebted for the harmony 
of our proſe and our verſe. Empire, couronme, dia- 
home; — tendrefe, nt all theſe termina- 
5 155 tions 


* 
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| tions leave a-ſound, which dwells upon the ear even 
after the word is pronounced, ad a n 
b after the finger is lifted off the keys. 
53 Acknowledge, Sir, that the a” igi 7 varkery of 
thoſe terminations give our language ſome advantages 
over yours, the words of which end only with the 
ſiwe vowels, o, e, i, o, u, and even the laſt of theſe 
ee e — for you have not in the whole 
8 1 guage., above ſeven: or * 
words — remain then only the 
four ſounde, 4, e, i. o, far the terminations of all 
Italian words. Do you ſincerely think, Sir, that the 
Kur of a foreigner can be wick hearing the 
ee Taſſo d gb ads a gt 


Men 0) 401016097 = r nn #7 2 = gol wut 

* epolcro, W ſto, men 

* um 

e 50 090993707 ei eee 
1 c boch he nt repetition of che 
one 5 can Be agreeable to any ear not aceuſtomed 
to it? Compare Wich this dulf anikormity ſo ire 
| ſome to & ſtragger compare with thoſe/dry Heavy 


* the following ſimple couplerof Oorneine. 


AY T1238 O77 hne 
444-7 Le deftin fariddelire, eder 


| pc Og bn: nare eich al 
18 


F E 5 Y * U 
Fou fe that every word has, a different. term | 
enn now theſe two.verles,of E | 


Bf 5 tn % ſa duaenty T3" - a 
* le ava ahn . de dag. 1 


"TEE theſe verſes before a young lady; either 
England or Germany, who has the TeaftUelieacy 

of ear, ſhe will prefer the Greek, —ſhe will — 
2 6 and ſhe will * a little diſguſted "rp 


the uniformity of che Italian rerminations,” 7 'Tis an” 
| experiment I have often tried. 5664 64 2:44 


Your poets, who affiſted in forniegoms = | 


guage, were ſo ſenſible of this radical defect in te | 


termination of the Italian words, that they have cut 
off the letters e and o, in which your infinitives, pe- 
terices, and nominatives, conſtantiy end. I hey ſay 
amar inſtead of amar, ' noqueron, for noguerono, la 
Larter for ia flagionte, Baan for buono, malevol for 
malevole. You were deſirous to avoid a diſagreeable 
ſound, and you frequently fall into the error of ter- 
minating your verſes with the canine ney hay "WARE : 
the Greeks never did.“ 85 
It is acknowledged that the Latin tongue muſt 
d have long appeared rude and barbarous to the Greeks, 


from the frequent repetition of ur and um, and the 
multitude of proper names which terminated in us. 


We have ſucceeded better than you in getting rid ß. 


this uniformity.—If Rome was antiently filled witk 
Senators and Knights in us, we at Preſent meet only 
wich the Cardinals and Abbés in .. 

Tou boaſt, Sir, and with great reaſon, of the co- 
piouſneſs of your language, but allow that we labour 
under no ſcarcity. Tis true, there is no Idiom ex- 
iſting which paints all the different ſhades of ideas. 
In this reſpect, all languages are poor; ſor example, 
no language can expreſs, by a ſingle word, love 
founded on eſteem, on beauty alone, on firnilarity of 
characters, or on conſtitution ; the caſe is the — 
wich all the paſſions, all the qualities of our ſoul : 
what we ! moſt GEO it is e Arne 
fible to expteſſ bt 

Rn. 7 © not imagine that in every thing we 
ale reduced to the extreme indigence wich which you 


5 Mr. 11 never read rad. ee his ſecond 
that e TW, anJnow ov. 224 ms 


2 reproach 
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reproach us. You have given bs a catalogue'of two': 


columns to ſhew your, own plenty and our poverty. 
Lou ſet on one fide brgeglio, alterigia, ſuperbia, and 
on the other the ſingle word org«v//, But, Sir, we 
have orgueil, ſuperbe, hauteur, fert, morgue, eleva- 
tion, dedain, arrogance, inſolence, gloire, gloriole; pre- 
ſomtion, out#e cuidance,*. All theſe words expreſs 
different modes of the ſame paſſion, in the ſame. 
manner as your orgoglio, . allerigia, are: not 1 
always preciſely ſynonimouSs. + 
In your inventory, of our mendicity;; you meh 
us with having only one word, vaillant, to ſignify 
valiant. I know, Sir, that your nation is very vali- 
ant when it pleaſes itſelf, and when it is the pleaſure 
of others z Germany and France have had the hap- 
pineſs of entertaining in their ſervice, many Italian 
officers diſtinguiſhed for their bravery and military 
- Kill, Litalico valor non e ancor- morto. 31 EO 
Italian valour is not yet extinct.“ hin el 
But if you have valente, prode, . ave. 
vaillant, valtureux, preux, courageun,. intrepide, hate 
di, end, andacieun, brave, f &c.. Of that cdu- 
rage, that bravery, there are man different chatac- 5 
ters, each of which has its peculiar epithet. We 
would ſay that our Generals are valiant, courageous, 
brave, but we would diſtinguiſh that keen, impetu- 
dus courage of the General who carried ſword in 
hand all the works of Port- Mahon, which were cut 
in the liviog rock: from that unſhaken, deliberate, 
and ſkilful firmneſs, with which one of our com- 
manders preſerved a whole garriſon from the brink 
1 ruin, and performed a march of * ow 20 


a $4 . * 


. Pride, ha Goel, it, 05 FW 8 Gatelinefs, 5 
diſdain, bang inſolence, oper , conceit, preſump- "_ 
fron, overbearin 55s 

+ Valiant, v «, NY gallant, courageous, intrepid, hardy, 3 
e, daring, _— age 


* 
i 


in 
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in the Ne, of an hoſtile any compoſed of thirty 
thouſand fighting men,” 

We would —— in a ſtill Uferece manner che 
calm intrepidity which the connoiſſeurs admire in the 


Grand Nephew of the Hero of the Valteline, when, 


after his forces were put to the rout by a panic terror 

which ſeized our allies, that General perceiving the 
regiment of Diesbach, ar.d another making head 

againſt a victorious army, tho“ they were already 
attacked by the enemy's Cavalry, and ſeverely gaul- 
ed by their Artillery, ſingly Joined thoſe regiments, 
praiſed their valour, theit rourage, their firmneſs; their 
7nirepidity, their Nn their feadine/s, their bold. 
neſs, their ſpirit) their bravery, their beroiſm, &e. 
See, Six, how mau terms inſtead of one. He was 
afterwards Haring e in defiance of the victo- 


rious enemy, to draw off thoſe two regiments, at . 


a ſlaw pace, from the danger into which their gal. 
lantty had led them; und ſtilꝭ had the pirit to bear 
the Uh ro ape of a multitude always ill. informed. 
Believe then, Sir; I intreat you, that our language 
has genius to expreſs, What dhe defenders of our 
_ countfy have merſt to perfoimm :: 19m 
Fou inſult vs, Sir en the word else imgia- 
ing that we have only that term to expreſs our meſſes, 
our diſpes, our enirii, our fer dict. Would to hea- 

the riglit, my health would be more 
robuſt, bot unhappily, we have terms of N 
enough to filf a Whole dictionary: 
Lou boaſt of two expreſſions for a gl; but, 
Sir, deign to pity our gormantizers," our bell-godr, 
our geo livers," our great"eaters, our ghuttons.” i bel 
| You are only acquainted” with the word harning, 
but we have men of Jearnings* erud:tion and letters, 


enlightened,” able and well inſtructed: Tou Ya RIP x 5 


| A us both _ wr bf and the wm 1 
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Believe me, every "reproach. you. have. 3 
us, is equally unfair with thoſe I have mentionec 
We have no diminuti ves. In the age of 225 rot, 
Rabelais, and Montaigne, we had as many 8 9957 - 
but ſuch puerilities appeared to us er 
language ennobled by the Paſcals, * Bolhee th 
Fenelons, the Poliſſons, the Corneilles, the 
the Maſſillons, the Fontaines, the Bruyers. 
have left to Marot, Ronſard, and — 2 the 
burleſque diminutives in tte and in ze, . ſcarce; pre- 
ſerving any but fleurette, amourette, fillette, griſette, 
randelette, vitillote, - nabotte,. villotte, - and even 
- theſe we employ only in the moſt familiar ſtile. 
Do not imitate Buon Matthei, who. in his diſcourſe 
before the Academy de la Cruſea, ſo bighly extolls 
your excluſiye advantage of expreſſing a hamper and 
a hand · baſket, by corbello and corbellino, we hore 
corbeilles and corbeillons. 
Lou Sir, poſſeſs much more. ſolid advantages 3— 
your language admits of inverſion, and it is eaſier 
io compoſe a hundred good verſes in Italian, than 
ten in French. The reaſon of that facility is your 
toleration of the hiatus, that gapi og, of. the ſyllables 
which is proſcribed among us, and all your words 
being terminated by a, 2, i, o, you - have at leaſt 
twenty times our ſtock of rhimes, and add to this, 
your Poets may diſpenſe with rhime altogether. 
ou are leſs reſtricted than we to the Hemiſtich and 
Cefura you dance at liberty and we in chains. 
But believe me, Sir, you ought not to reproach 
= language with roughneſs or want of proſody, 
nor with obſcurity or dryneſs. Your own tranſlations 
of ſome French works are ſufficient to, prove the 
contrary. , Beſides, peruſe what has been written by 
Meſſrs. d'Olivet and du Marſais on the method of 
q aking our language with propriety. Read Mr. 
u Clos: obſerve the * „ and e 
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of Meſits. Hil a 4 ; what pic- 
tureſque expreſſions are often uſed by Meſſrs Buffon 
& Helvetius, in works which do not always appear 
ſuſceptible of the ornaments of ſtyle: 

J ſhall conclude this letter, hh is already pro- 
trated to too great a length, with one reflection. 
If languages were firſt formed by the vu gar, they 
have been brought to perfection by the delten 
productions of men of exalted genius, and the firſt 


of all languages is . "OP Fa e 9 fineſt 
compoſitionsi 11 35 


n. * 


« Lal moins votre abotidance, 

40 1828 — up 
66 ne pas aux 

7 De ſe vanter de leur naiſſance. 


40 1/Ttalie inftiuſit la France 9 

« Mais par un reproche indiſcret, n 

«© Nous ſerions forces, fe. nn tr ety 
£08 A mauer ü. Nr r N # 


00 « Des longtems. fortis wi 
% Nous avons quitté les genoux »- 
„ D' une nourrice en decadence, 


86 Dont le lak Tet plus eit pour nen. 
2 Nous ie Avenir A 


« Quand vous parlez notte langa ER 
_ & Puis qu'il eſt embelli par 95 1 


* e donc de lui faire . | 
1 Leg airs contents un Sage: LE 


50 ainſi le proc 


% Quand on eſt Egal aux . ee ene 
4 0: pct 2 un reer Rays oa eee 
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GENUINE 121126 
Boaſt not ſo much your copious ſtore, | 
Your race, the honours you have bore, 5 
III fits it men of worth and name, 4 
; On anceſtry to build a claim. 1 
£15 That France from Italy firſt 35 xr, < 
Each art ſhe boaſts, we own is ue 
But don't oblige us, with regret, 
-.., Your former favours to forget. 5 
Our nurſe decay'd and worn with age, Ml 
No more our rev'rence can engage; 
Long has our infant ſtate been 
Its trifling toys behind us caſt. ; 
When Diodati ſpeaks our ng; „ 


Each breaſt might ſwell withenvy ſtung: „ 
Ceaſe then injuriouſly to blame Ea. 
What owes you ur its charms and fame. 


75 uality's the Sage's tide cur git 80 1 8 
_ a the conteſt Oe 3 5 


With France an equal rank who ne, 
Have little reaſon to e 


1 E ©, 4 > "mY akon rv 

Fron Mr..de-Voltaire 1 the Count ts Caylus. 
On un. pieces f Sculpture, by un 

| . r ws 2 boy 


. F 
YOU tranſport me with 5 Joy 448 a z—my 
zeal for the progreſs of the arts, particularly Kulpture 
and painting, of which however j am only an admirer, 


is almoſt equal to your own. . Mr, Bouchardon is 
- undoubtedly the French Phidias. His idea of 
- Cupid making a bow out of Hercules's club, ſhews 


bel genius; but then this Cupid muſt de of no 
all * he muſt naturally be in * atizade 


ok a. journeyman Carpenter, at work, conſequently. 
the club and he mult be nearly of the ſame height. 
Hercules is reported to have been nine feet high, and 


his club nearly fix feet long. If the Sculptor 1 5 


obſerves theſe dimenſions, how ſhall we diſtinguiſh 
the infant Cupid, which is the age in which he is 
always to be repreſented ?—And do you. think the 
deity will make an agreeable figure in the middle of 
a number of chips which fall from his chiſel? 
Beſides, how can it be gueſſed to be the bow of 
love, by ſeeing a part of it iſſuing from the club? 
Will the ſword at his feet inform us that it is the 
ſword of Mars? — why of Mars more than Hercules? 
Cupid was long ago repreſented playing with the 
arms of Mars, and that has a pictureſque effect; but 
I am afraid Buchardon's thought is only in- 
F 5 SS 
Painting and ſculpture ſeem in ſome meaſure to 
reſemble muſic ; tis "impoſſible to make them the 
vehicles for wit :—the turn of a madrigal cannot be 
conveyed to us by the notes of a muſician ; nor can 
a a ſculptor or painter expreſs an allegory ; the inter- 
1 of which only amounts to a lively ſally. 
n.my opinion, a thought, in order to be · fine, ought 
to be animated by ſome paſſion ; it ought to be cha- 
racterized in an unequivocal manner, and above all, 
its expreſſion ought to be as pleaſing to the eye, as 


the idea is delightful to the fancy, Without this 


it will be ſaid a ſculptor deſired to characteriſe love, 
and made him a ſculptor.—If a paſtry- cook turned 
painter, he would repreſent that deity drawing tarts 
out of the oven. The thing, in my opinion, would 
have merit were it pleaſing, but the ſingle idea of 
the callous, which the exerciſe of ſculpture often 
produces on the hands, might disfigure the lover of 
Pſyche.— To conclude, my grand objection is, that 
if Mr. Bouchardon has a block of marble large 

| enough 


jult killed Hyacinthus A Cupid looking at P h che 
Ado- 


to diſplay the beauty of the art in all its branches. 


„ 


6 1 thoſe village fountains with which our city is 
dis 


1 


with only two cocks, to which the water - carriers 
will throng in crowds to fill their buckets. This is 
not the plan on which the fountains have been con- 
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tucted, which add ſuch embelliſhments to the city 
of Rome. With what difficulty are we recovered 
out of our low, harbarous taſte? Fountains ought 
to be built in ſquares, Where thoſe beautiful monu- 
ments of architecture might be viewed on every ſide. 

But there is not a ſingle ſquare in the vaſt ſuburb of 
St. Germaine. My heart bleeds while I write. Pa- 
ris, is like the ſtatue of Nebuchadnezzar, anę part 


* 


gold, and another part dirt, 
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From Mr. CLAIRAUT to Mr. De Voltaire, 
- | (dated Paris, 16 Auguf, 1759. 

| SIR, 3 ©? EE : be: 
THE friendſhip with which you formerly ho- 
noured me is never out of my thoughts, as I look 
upon it to be one of the moſt flattering diſtinctions 
I ever obtained. If I have long abſtained from 
ſolliciting new teſtimonies of it, I beg you will at- 
tribute my forbearance only to an apprehenſion of 

depriving you of the leaſt portion of that time with 
whoſe value all Europe is acquainted. That appre- 
henſion, ſo juſt on occaſions. which determine the 
common run of mankind, would be ill placed at a 
time when it is poſſible to communicate ſome reflec- 
tions ori points proper to engage our atention; and 
the vaſt variety of your knowledge prevents you 
from thinking a correſpondence on any literary tyb- 
;» 33 
I therefore imagine that your zeal for the New- 
tonian ſyſtem, which you firſt eſtabliſhed in France, 
by your elegant expoſition of its principles, will en- 
gage you to caſt a look upon my latelt attempts to 
- Fqntribute to its advancement, © 

= | What 


8 
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What I mean is to fix the return of the Comet | 
predicted by Halley, which I have 1 by an 
application of my general theory of the irregulari- 

ties in the motions of the celeſtial bodies, produced 
by their mutual action upon each other, I here ſub- 
Join the memoir upon that ſubject, which I read at 
our public meeting laſt St. Martin's day. As it has 
been attacked with great acrimony in ſeveral journals, 
1 thought it expedient to anſwer my critics, before 
the publication of my whole theory, I have tbe ho- 
hour of ſubmitting to your judgment this ſecond 
memoir, as well as the firſt, When the whole work 
is printed, it ſhall be prevented with the lame 


j 
ö a} 2 mode the higheſt eſteem; FOrY: chat reſo 
which is its neceſſary * 1 ; 


Four wol ee, 115 moſt obedien A 
FO ns T. 


"IEP! 
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auer from Mr. de Voltaire, to Mr. Clargues | 
Letter, wk 


r 24 5 


8 1 B. 


YOUR letter bas given me en equal to IR 
eſteem with which ! am inſpired by your works. 
Your conteſt with the Geometricians on the ſub} ject 

of the Comet, ſeems to me the war of the Gods in 
| Olympus; while upon earth we have a battle be- 
tween dogs and cats.—I am frightened when I re- 

e & upon the immenſity of your labour, I remem- 

ber that formerly, when I applied to the Newtonian 

Theory, I never retired from ſtudy without findin 
my * impaired :—my organs cannot bear 0 

muc 
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much application as your's. You was born a Geo- 
metrician, and it was only chance that made me a 
diſciple of Newton. Your laſt work muſt certainly Þ 
do honour to France. It is impoſſible the Engliſh _ ' 
ſhould have ſaid every thing, Newton partly found. 
ed. his laws upon thoſe of Kepler, and you have 
improved upon thoſe of Newton. Tis certainly 
an admirable diſcovrey, to be able to determine the 
anomalies. cauſed by the large Planets in the courg 
of the Comets. Our fathers, the Greeks, only = 
knew.thoſe ſtars by their quality of being hairy, ac- 
cording: to the etymology of their name, and miſ- = 
_ chievous, as we know Clodion the hairy; but you | 
have ſubjected them to calculation equally with the 
other Planets of the ſolar ſyſtem. However, a man 
muſt be very hard to pleaſe, who would inſiſt upon 
the return of a Comet being predicted to a minute, 
in the ſame manner as a ſolar or lunar eclipſe. In 
thoſe immenſe diſtances, and in the complication of 
cauſes by which the return of a Comet may be ac» 
celerated or retarded, we muſt content ourſelves with 
ſomething near the truth. Belides, can we know 
preciſely the quantity. of matter in Jupiter and Sa- 
turn? To me it appears impoſſible, I ſhould think, 
if you were allowed a month's uſance on the return 
of a Comet, as is allowed on bills of exchange that 
come from very remote countries, the fayour would 
not be very great, But when it is acknowledged, 
that you do honour to France and to human nature, 
you receive no more than what is ſtrictly your due. e 
Would to Heaven that our friend Moreau Mauper- +. 
tuis had cultivated his art like you; that he had 
confined himſelf to, predict the return of Comets, 2 
inſtead of elevating his ſoul to prophecy, diffecting 3 
the brains of giants to inveſtigate the nature of tige 
ſoul, incruſting people with roſin, in order to cure 


— 
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them of all diſeaſes, perſecuting Kænig, and dying 
uin the arms of two Capuch is 
__ To. conclude this ſubject, I am forry that you 
diſtinguiſh by the name of Newronians, thoſe. who 
have ſeen the truths of Newton's diſcoveries: Geo- 
metiricians might, with as great propriety, be called 
Euclidians. Truth has no party name; error may 
admit epithets of raillery: We ſay Janſeniſts, Me- 
Inis, Quietiſts, * the to deſignate the diffe- 
rent ſorts of the blind. Sets have names, and 
truth is— Truth : be 


. % 


- Heaven bleſs the Printer, who. put the alterco-, . 
tions of the Comet, inſtead of the alterations | He 
Was more in the right than he was aware: evety 
. truth produces altercations. © 
I to, in my turn, have good. reaſon, to complain 
of thoſe who have charged me with being an enemy 


vat made a fair tranſcript of the ſyſtem of New- 
ton, —naw Newton. was an Engliſhman,—But I have 
received ſo many favours. of the ſame kind from, 
other hands, that this eſcaped me in the croud,, 
„ 1 have given over meaſuring. any. curves, 
1 except thoſe deſcribed by my newly invented ſawing 
3 iy at the extremity. of their Radii: the reſult. 
_— i—alittle wheat. But while I was ſweating blood 
and water at Paris, in compoſing Epic Pozms, Tra- 
gedies, and Hiſtories, I reaped only. tares. Ihe 
culture of lands is mare. plealing than the cultiva- 
tion of letters; 1 find more good ſenſe, and much 
more honeſty in my labourers and vine dreſſers, than 
„„ 2254 ooo Rs, 
_. 1 cultivate. the earth, —to that we muſt return at 
laſt.  -I have produced ſame plenty in the moſt plea- 
flint, and the pooreft country | ever. beheld,. It is a 
pretty experiment in the ene of nature, to 
make four ears of corn grow Where the gave only 
„„ e „ Ah ewo. 
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to my country, becaufe 1 was the firſt Frenchman 


* 


OF MR. VOLTAIRE. =_ 


two. | The berge, of Ceres and Poss, u. 
ann the others. = 


Felix qui potuit rerum 9 — — : k > « 1 b 
Fe ortunatus et ille Deos qu novit WW; kr 
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LETTER v. 


n Mr. De la Noue, Auibor of the rr o 
WW. Manor „ 5 


ETTY 


YOUR Tragedy. came to „ jule as the Ke- 
nigs and the Bernouillis ſet out from it. The great 
truths are leaving us, but in their ſtead, ſucceed 
grand ſentiments and fine verſes, which are fully 
equivalent to trurhs.—T believe you are the ' firſt 
wag 1 moderns who have united the profeſſions 

or and Tragic Poet; for Latuillerie, who 

2 Hercules and Soliman, under his own name, 

was not their author; and beſides thoſe two pieces 
are now as tho they had never been, Do . know 

Ly A of that Latuilleric 8 


TY 


"of git un Fiacre nomms Jean Td Ky 
Qi croyait avoir fait Herculc & Son, ” 


"The bobeftr Ourmun John here le, 7g 
Who OO he wrote-two ann. * 


| The 3 merit of being (if 1 may venture os 
Þ —— at once the painter and the picture, _ * 
never held in honour except in antient Gres 

among that happy prople, to whom we are Was 0 
for all the arts, who rewarded and honoured talents 
of every kind, Whom we neither imitate, not eſteem 

as we e ought,—Your work * with "OY oC; 
» bo * . 
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genius, and ſtrokes of fancy :—'tis almoſt of anew 
ind, It is true, the language of tragedy ought not 
to be too bold; but on the other hand, have not 
the French Poets been often ſomewhat timid ? It is 
readily granted, that a polite courtier, 'or a young 
Princeſs, ought to expreſs their ſentiments only in 
an eaſy graceful ſtile, but in my opinion, ſome 
foreign heroes may aſſume a tone more lofty, 
more ſublime, major: e longinquo. I ſhould: chooſe 
to hear from the mouth of Mahomet the ſe- 
cond, a language reſembling that of Mahomet the 
Prophet, bold, metaphorical, and full of images. — 
Such ſuperb, ideas are proper for their characters, 
and it was in that ſtyle they actually ſpoke. It is 
ſaid that the Conqueror of Conftantinople on enter- 
ing the Church of St. Sophia, which he had juſt 
converted into a Moſque, repeated two ſublime verſes 
of. the Perſian Sadi.—The Imperial Palace is fallen, 
obe birds ominous of carnage utter their cries on the 
_ towers of Conſtantinople.* It is a groundleſs objec- 
tion that ſuch beauties of diction are peculiar to epic 
poetry ; they who ſpeak in that manner, know not 
that Homer's ſtyle was imitated by Sophocles and 
Euripides. Thoſe paſſages in the epic ſtyle, art- 
fully interwoven with other more ſimple beauties, 
are like thoſe flaſhes of lightning which we ſome- 
times ſee inflame the horizon, and mix with the ſoft 
and ſteady luſtre of a ſerene evening. - 


” 


The Greeks, the Latins, the Arabians, the Tta- 
lians, the Engliſh, the Spaniards, all- object to us 


If we may believe Cantemir, the . verſes here alluded to 
were an extempore Difſtich, pronounced by Mahomet on his 
entering the Imperial Palace, The words in the original are, 
perde dare mikvined ber kyſr Caiſar ankebut Bumi neubit 
, mizienedber kiumbeti Efraſiyab.“ The Spider has auove her 
wel in the. Imperial Palace, the Oaul has ſung her watch-Jong on 
_ the towers of  Efraſiyab, See his Hiſtory of the Othman Em- 


8 5 ; | that 
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that our poetry is too proſaic.— I do not deſire a 


Poet to paſs the limits of nature, but to ſtrengthen 
and embeliſh it. Who admires more than 1, the 


pieces of the illuſtrious Racine? Who can repeat 
more of them from memory? But ſhould I take it 
amiſs if Bajazet, for example, ſometimes expreſt 
himſelf. in more elevated language? : | 


[Here follow ſome detached lines of Racines Baja ze, 


which the Tranſlator has ommitted, as they contain 


nothing intereſting, or indeed intelligible to the Engliſh 


reader. He then goes on. ]J ot 
Tell me, Sir, if from the ſtyle in which the whole 

part of that Turkiſh Prince is written, you can dif-. 

cover him to be any. other than a Frenchman, Who 


calls his Turkiſh miſtreſ Madame, and expreſſes 
himſelf in elegant harmonious language? Do not 
you wiſh for ſomething more e e more lofty, 
more animated in the expreſſions of this young 


Ottoman, who ſees himſelf reduced to the alternative 


of chooſing Roxana and an empire, or Atalida and 


death? At the firſt repreſentation of Bajazet, Peter 
Cornille delivered his ſentiments nearly in the fol- 


lowing words, to an old man, from whom I hac 


the anecdote. Tis beautiful, tis pathẽtic, but the 
ſpeaker is ſtill a Frenchman.“ You are ſenſible, 
Sir, that this flight reflection cannot, in the leaſt, 
diminiſh the reſpe&, which every lover of the French 


tongue ought to bear to the name of Racine. The 


greateſt admirers of Raphael and Pouſſin could 


wiſh theſe painters had been more maſters of the att 


of | colouring... In general that meagrenels, ſo 


common in the French verſification, that total want 
of grand ideas, is in ſome meaſure the conſequence 


of the reſtraint, we labour under, in the choice of 
of our phraſes and of our rhimes. — We ſhould be 


bolder, and rhime on to the ear. In my opinion, 
we ought. to reflect that the ear can only 1 


* 


udge of 


ſounds, 


* 
- 

4 

* 

4 

* 

# 4 
. 

* 


5 Tuperfluous reftra'nts cut off a number of beauties, 
We ought to be ee re laws, not chained by 


that I may not draw out my letter to an immodlerate 
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Toutids, vot of the Figure of characters, Obſtacſes | 
vizght not tb be unneceffarily multiphed 5—fach 


vile flabery.— The Engliſh ate of this opinion. But 


length, 1 ſhall here break off my remarks upon ſtyle, 
Beſides I have a great deal to fay on the ſtory which 
makes the fubje& of your piece. I &o not know any 


more difficult to be treated; it is neither per 


to hiſtory, nor conſiſtent with nature. 

One Bandelli, a Monk, took it into his head to 
disfigure the hiſtory of the great Mahomet the fe- 
cond, by a multitude of incredible fictions. Among 
the reſt, he inſerted the fable of the death of Irene, 


and he has been copied by twenty authors. Yet it 
is certain that Mahomet never had a miſtreſs known 
among Chriftains, by the name of Irene: that the 
Janiſaries never mutinied againſt him, either on his 


wife's acccount or any other cauſe ; and that that 
prince, as prudent, as wiſe, as politic, - as he was 


© nirepid, was incapable of cemifaleg this en of 


a Tranic Ideot, with which he has been fo ridiculoifly 
reproachied in our hiſtories. —This tale muſt be 


"ranked with that of the fourteen Tcoglans, whoſe 


'bellies, it is pretended, he cauſed to be ript open in 


LP 


order to dlſcover which of them had eaten his figs 


or his melons. Conqueted nations always 


the moſt horrid and abſurd actions to their con- 
querots; tis the revenge of fools and ſlaves. 
While I was thus employed in writing the hiſtory 
of Charles XII. I found it neceſſary to coffult/ſurne 
| hiſtorical works concerning the Turks. Among the 
' reſt, I lately read the hiſtory of the Othman Empire, 
written at Conſtantinople, by Prince Cantemir, 


Vaivode of Moldavia, Neither he nor any Turkiſh 


or Arabic Author, deigns even to mention the fable 


of 
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of Irene; he contents. himſelf with repreſenting 


Mahomet as the greateſt and wiſeſt man of his age, 


He ſhews that Mahomet having, made himſclf maſter 
of one half of Conſtantinople by an aſſault, Which 
was given by a miſtake, and having received the 
other by capitulation, religiouſly obſerved the treaty, 
and even pieſerved the greateſt part of the churches 
of the other half of the city, which ſubſiſted three 
generations after him. h 15 


But that he wanted to marry a Chriſtain, that he 
murdered her,  &c. theſe are things never were 


thought of in his own, times. l make rhrfe obler- 


vations not as a Port, but an Hiſtorian; I am far 


from condemning you. You have fallowed the 


popular prejudice, and popular prejudice is enough 
for a Painter and a Poet. What would have be- 
come of Virgil and Horace, had they been captiouſly 


queſtioned on the authenticity of their facts? A 
falſchood which produces a ſtriking ſituation on the 
Stage, is in that caſe preferable ta all the atehives 
in the univerſe, FED 28785 | | 
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Anſwer to the Duke de Bouillon, who wrote. a leiter 


in verſe to bim, on the edition of Corneille's works, 
Publiſhed for the benefit ef thai great mans grand- 


daughter. 


1 ſee, my Lord, that you ſtand exsctiy in the 


predicament of the Marquis de la Fare, who nearly 
at your age began to feel his genius for-noetry, roule 
from.itg:flumber ; a time of life when ſome more 


valuable talents were on the paint of ſuffering a little 


decay, and putting him in mind that there were 


* : . 8 


pleaſures 


1 


# 
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pleaſures different from! thoſe he had hitherto. en- 
Jo ed, 1 
The theme of his firſt poem was Love; the Abbe 
Chaubieu was the ſubject of the ſecond . Your firſt 
verſes are addreſſed to me; you was wrong, but I 
am the more indebted to you.— You tell me- that I 
have triumphed over my enemies 'Þ but tis you chat 
make t me in 1 | 


ſ p x ” 
. ; 7 


| _ Aux pieds de mes rochers, aux creux 15 mes elbe, 
| a 7 bs 1 regretter les rives de la Seine? 7, 
{1/0 I. fille de Corneille Ecoute mes legonsz— 
| | Je ſuis chants par un Turenne, _ 
'ai pour mois deux grandes maiſons,] 
The? Bellone & chez Melpomene: 
of A Fabri de ces deux beaux noms, 
23n peut negliger les Frérons, N 
5 ue rout e ge leur beine. 
C'eſt quelque choſe d eite heureun - 2 | 
Mais c'eſt un grand plaiſir de le dire a Venvie, 
£ De L'abattre a nos pieds, & d'en rire a ſes yeux. 
5 Quꝰ un ſouper eſt delicieux, 
; Quand on brave, en buvant, les griffes de Phargie k 
1 Que des freres Berthier les cris injurieux 
| „ Font une plaiſante harmonie! 3 
Que c'eſt pour un amant un paſſe-tems bien boar 
Dembraſſer la beautẽ qui ſubjugue ſon ame! 
„. 3 du ſel de Pepigramme q 
Un rival facheux & Jaloux ! | 
| Cela n'eſt pas chretien ; jen convien avec vous; 
] , Mais les gens le ſont-ils f Le monde eſt une guerre: : 
| On a des ennemis en tout genre, en tout lieux; 
Tout mortel combat ſur la terre: 
2 Diable avec Michel combattit dans le OCleux. 5 
On cabale à la cour, a Vepliſe, a Varmee : 
Au painaſſe on ſeubat pour un pe de fum&e, 
Pour un nom, pour du vent: & je conclus au bout 
ee M e nn tout. Een 0 
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At the foot of my rocks where my deep valleys bend, 
Should I ſigh for the banks of the Seine ? 

See Corneille*s deſcendant my leſſons attend. 
Hark, Pm ſung by a noble Turenne. 1 


by - While ſhelter'd by names ſo deſervedly . 
T0 Bellona and Tragedy's Queen, oY 

I may view ſpiteful Frerons cabal without fears. + | 
Or laugh at their malice erin * 0 


wileſt ſages have fald, and eigbe plain FR aſe 

BB 
to tell it to envy, and la 

"That certainly Fü 4 


To qui of ou cups while the foul hes ein, 1 e 

Gives our ſupper additional zeſt : F*** 
The twin brother Berthiers vile clamours and din 7 5 
eb er 5 


' How ent Mrs bug den en Ne 

Who has raviſh'd his with be Eyre MO e ELL 
Of a rival ſhe bates then to mock che diſtro 

And jeſt at Ne alarms. 


. The EE ds abit had be ſquar'd | 

"© "=" bel religion has given 1 . 
But þ on earth all are foes, and &en war was declar'd 
25 Totes Deril and Michaet i in heaven. Fe 


| beige in che aschüch and the court, | 

Ty They inigu in the army, ch hit | 

| Noe fo riches or grandeur; but what makes the forty 
a aa loan 


" Thus Mb \ criurtnls that bb coee peace we enjoy | 1 
Norke fp 3 that — | has — , . 3 
Nor let ſpleen, ſpite, or paſſion, our pleaſure deftroy, 

ä aher girs vent. 
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. o the Duke de la Valicre: Grand as en 
| F Urceus Codrus, fro 


YOUR procedure, my Lord Duke, is . 
able to the rules of antient chivalry ; you take arms 


in defence of a man who: has expoſed himſelf to pe- 


ril in your train; but the flight miſtake into which 
you have led me, ſeryes to diſplay your profound 
erudition. Few Grand droge. would have un- 
earthed the Sermones feftivi, printed in 1502. Raille- 
ry apart, *tis an exploit worthy your magnanimity to 
Foe yourſelf, in the breach in my ſtead, . 

You'told me in your firſt letter, that Urceus Codrus 
was a great preacher, in your ſecond; you inform me, 


that he was a great libertine, but however he was 


not a Cordelier. You aſk. pardon. of St. Francis 
d Aſſiſe, and the whole ſeraphic order for the miſtake 
into which you led me; I take the penance upon 
myſelf, byes it ſtill remains a certain truth that the my- 


Aeries repreſented at the Hotel de Bourgogne were much 


more decent than the generality of the ſermons in 
the ſixteenth: century.— 1 t is upon that point the * 
tion turns. 

Leet us put whom we will i in the. place of. Urceus 
Codrus, and we ſhall gain our cauſe, ' There is not 
to be found in the myſteries, a, ſingle expreſſion 


; alarming to modeſty or piety.— It is impoſſible. that 


a ſaciety of forty perſons, who compoſe and act pieces 
on ſacred ſubjects in French, ſhould agree to diſgrace 
their performances with indecency, which would 

diſguſt the public and ſhut up the theatre. . But an 


ignorant preacher, who compoſes in his cloſer, and 


js an utter ſtranger to good breeding, may interlard 


his ſermons with a few brutal expreſſions, eſpecially 


When be „ in Latin, Such for example were 
„„ 
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Hole of: the Cordelier Maillard, which doubtleſs 
make a part of your rich and immenſe library. Look 
into his ſermon for the ſecond Thurſday in Lent, and 
you will ſee that he thus apoſtrophiſes the Counts 
lors wives who wore embroidery: IU ſay that you are 
clad according to your conditions; all tbè Devils in Hell 
fly away with your conditions and you too, my Ladies. 
You will ſay to me perhaps,” our huſbands do not give us 
this gorgeous apparel, we earn it by the labour of our. 
i thirty thouſand Devil. fy. ee with You ta: 
bor 7 of your bodies, my ladies: © © 
I give you only this' paſſage from Mallard; Hi : 
1 may ſpare your modeſty ; but if you have a mind . 
to take the trouble of ſearching for others ſtil! 
ſtronger in the ſame author, you will find ſome wor- 
thy of Urceus Cordrus. Fathers Andre and Me- 
not were very famous for the turpitude of their ex- 
preſſions: it is owned that the pulpit was not always 
_ ſullied with obſcenities : but for a long time the ſer- 
mons were in nothing Gperiot to: the myſteries of the ; 
Hotel de Bourgogne. | 
It muſt be dchknowledged, that the” Clerigyinte of 
the pretended reformed religion were the firſt in 
France who. inſerted into their diſcourſes any portion 
of rationality. The cauſe was owing to men being 
obliged to reaſon when they deſire to change univer- 
ſally, opinions already received. But ſtill they were 
far from true eloquence. The pulpit, the bar, the 
theatre; philoſophy, literature, theology, every 
pr of compoſition among us, was with very few. 
ions, in à ſtate- much inferior to we proces 
played at the fait at preſent, © 
Univerſal: good / taſte did not eſtabliſh its empire 
till the age of Louis 'XIV.—*Twas'this determined 
me to give a ſlight ſketch of that glorious period, and 
you have remarked that in that hiſtory, the age is 
my hero, even more than Louis XIV, himſelf, 
AP: what - | 


_ — — — ¶ ͤ ] . — op 
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whatever reſpect and gratitude we may owe to he 


ſurpaſſed the Odyſſey ? Paſtor ſido was a poem of a 


to aſſemble in Trent, as in the Trojan Horſe, and 


re my TIE wares wig the Holy * 
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Ie is te, that in general our neighbours were | 
nearly i in the ſame predicament with ourſelves. How 
is it ble that men who were daily preaching 


mould continue to preach ſo ill! How can it be ac- 


counted for, that even the Italians who had ſo long 
emerged from barbariſm, in almoſt every other re; 
yet when they mounted the pulpit, - 

ted i into mere Harlequins in ſurplices, while aflo's 
Jeruſalem equalled the Iliad, and Orlando Furioſo 


kind unknown to the antients; and Rapbacl and 
Paul Veroneſe performed in rar ond is e 
of Zeuxis and Apelles, - 

Doubtleſs, my THY Duke, you — peruſed the 
tory of the Council of Trent; Ibelieve there is not 
2 Duke or Peer in France but reads ſome ſeſſions of 
it every morning. You have certainly remarked the 
ſermon, preached by the Biſhop: of Bironto at: Wa 


| opening of the Council. 


Lene with proving the Council to be gere- 


; A MBA ſeverat Councils have depoſed Kings : 
and Emperors. 


2. Becauſe 1 in the  Zneid- Jupiter aſſembles a Coun. | 


el of che Gods. 


g. Beeauſe win God created. man, and . 


ed the language of the builders of Babel, he ſet abe 


theſe works as if reſolved on in Council. 
He afterwards aſſerts, that all the Biſhops: ought 


-. Laſtly, That the gate of the Council is the gate 


of Paradiſe, whence . a liviog waters, with which 
all the Biſhops ought to water their hearts, even as 
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eee mouths, as he eee | 


of Balaam and Caiphas. 

Such was the ſermon preached before the States 
General of Chriſtendom. What divine prejudice in 
favour of a council ! The ſermon of St. Anthony 

of Padua to the fiſhes, is ſtill more famous in Ital 
than that of Mr. de Bitonto. We may then excuſe 
our Friar Andrew aud our Friar Garaſſe, and all our 
Jackæ· pudding preachers of the 16th and 15th cen- 
turies, if they were no better than their maſters. mw 
Italians. - 
Du Guus what beamer ſprung this abſurd barbs- 
nim which ſo univerſally overſpread Italy in the time 
of 'Taſſo; France in the time of Charron and Mon- 
tagne; England in the age of Bacon ? How came 
it about that thoſe men of genius did not reform 
their age? The colleges in which the youth were 
educated, are to blame for that, and the monkiſh 
and theological ſpirit which finiſhed what the col- 


a gi had ſketched, {A genius like Taſſo read Vir- 
| a 


nd produced the Feru/alem.' A Machiavel read 
erence and produced the AM: 


| pn what —— — Cicero and — 
An unhappy ſcholar, ſtupified conning John 
Daa grammar four long the and afterwards 
- crazed by maintaining a theſis on be univerſal, os 
the part of the thing, or on the part of the thought, 
and upon the Categories, publicly received his cap 
and his credentials of inſanity, add then went to 
preach before an auditory, three fourths of whom 
Vone greater idiors and worſe educated than himſelf. 
The people liſtened to theſe "theological farces 
with necks outſtretched, eyes fixed, mouths open ; 
in the autitude of ne liſtening co ſtories 'of 
J witches, 3. 2538 10655 
-+4t — fpigje.nodich le cem 46 the droflevkes 
of the Fooliſh Mother, drew them to thoſe "ta 
an 


andragore; but what 


| and they were the more aſſiduous in their att 
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1: nce 
as the entertainment coſt them nothing. For, lay an 
impoſition upon maſſes, as was propoſed in the mi- 
nority of HzOuid: XIV. and nac _—_ per ſon would 
hear maſs. E ann ene 

It was not till near che time of Coffeteau and 
** that a few preachers ventured to give rational; 


en 


though dull diſcourſes; in a word, Bourdaloue was 


the firſt who diſplayed any ſhare of eloquence in the 
pulpit. To confirm my aſſertion, T ſhall. here ſet 
down the teſtimony of Burnet, Biſhop of Saliſbury; 
who ſays in his memoirs, that when on his travels 
in France, he was filled with aſtoniſnment at Bour- 
daloue's ſermons, and that the French preacher had 
reformed the men as well as thoſe 1 his own 
nation. e 

3 was 6 hs Corneille &: irs Pul- 
pit, as \Mafſillon has ſince been its Racine: not 
that I put an act half profane on a level with a Mi- 
niſtry almoſt ſacred ; nor that I compare the mode- 


rate. difficulty of compoſing a good ſermon; to the 


inexpreſſibly arduous taſk of writing a good — 
dy: but I ſay that Bourdaloue attempted to imitate 


the cloſe, nervous, argumentative ſtyle of Corneille; 


and Maſſillon ſtudied to be as "egy in _ as 
Racine was in verſe.. -- 228 
It is true that * as well as \Commilly; 
was frequently reproached with having too much of 
the pleader, with aiming rather at proving his point 


— affecting his audience, and with adducing 


ſometimes weak proofs.—On the contrary,” Maſſil- 
lon, thought it better to paint and to move; he 


imitated Racine as cloſely as he could be imitated in 
proſe, but all the while preaching that dramatic au- 
thors were damned : for it is expedient that every 


eca „ eee n . er damn 
* R 4 5:12 es 
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eighbour's. His ay is pure, his pictures 
| pathetic... 1 — 7 b - tua LAGS | ek þ | 

The misfortune of reins: is, that they are too 
often declamations on contrary ſides of the ſame 
queſtion. The ſame man who laſt Sunday affirmed 
that there was no felicity in grandeur, that crowns 
are thorns, that courts are only filled with men whoſe 

miſery riſes in proportion to their rank, that joy is 
only ſpread! on the face of the poor; next Sunday 
preaches that the people are condemned to affliction 
and tears, and mn the great are plunged in dange- 
rous delights. * 
In Advent it is ſaid has God: is incefſaod em- 
| ployed in the care of ſupplying all our wants; and 
in Lent, that the earth is curſed; Theſe commoein 
place topics carry them on to the end of the Fear 
through a ſeries of flowery, dull phraſeology. 

In England the preachers have taken another turn, 
which would by no means be ſuitable to us. Clarke's 
collection of ſermons is the moſt profound. book of 
; metaphyſics that ever was written. People would 
ſay that he preached- only for philoſophers: and 
even thoſe philoſophers might, at the end of each 
period, have required of him a Jong explanation. 
And the Frenchman - in London, who never bad any 
thin "g. oved to him, would ſoon have left the preach- 
er. lis coil:&tion makes an excellent book, which 
very 2 people are capable of underſtanding. What 
a difference between ages and nations] And what a 
diſtanee from the Friars Garaſſe and Andie, to the 
e and the Maſſillons! 

My ſtudy of hiſtory has been conſtigily atteride 
with this profitable reflection, that the age in which 
we live is, of all others, the moſt enlightened, not- 
withſtanding our wretched books, and the multitude 
of inſipid periodical pamphlets, as it is the happieſt, 
| Patyhllanding our tranſitory 2 or what 


- þ 
* P , 
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man of letters is there but knows that we muſt date 


the riſe of good taſte in France from the time of 
inna and —— Provincial. Letters? And who that 
has the leaſt tincture of hiſtorical knowledge, can 
alllgn a happier time from the days of Clavis, than 
the period elapſed ſince Louis XIV, took the reins 
into his own. hands, to the moment I have the ho- 
mankind to tell me what age he would prefer to our 
Me muſt be juſt —it muſt be agreed, for inſtance, 
that a geometrician of twenty-four knows much 
more of the ſcience than Des Cartes; that a coun- 
try curate preaches mote rationally than the grand 
almoner of Louis XII. The nation is better in- 


formed, ſtyle 24 has beeb improved, conſe- 
quently our minds are no better formed than they 
were formerly. | 


Tou will tell me that the age is now decaying, 
and that at preſent genius and talents are much more 

ſcarce than they were in the glorious times of Louis 
XIV. Yes, genius ſinks, and naturally will ſink, 
but our lights are multiplied ? a thouſand. painters 
in the time of Salvator Roſa were not worth Raphael 
and Michael Angelo; but the thouſand. midling 
2 formed by thoſe great men, compoſed a 


ſchool infinitely ſuperior, to what they found eſta- 
At preſent, when our fine age is drawing to a 
cloſe, we have neither a Maſſillon, a Bourdaloue, a 
Boſſuet, nor a Fenelon, but the dulleſt of our pre- 
ſent preachers is a Demoſthenes in compariſon of 
thoſe who filled our pulpits from the time of St. 
Remi to the days of Friar Garaſſa . 
I There is a greater diſtance from the leaſt of our 
| tragedies to the pieces of Jodelle, than from the 
Abalis of Racine, to the Maccabers of La Motte, 


and 
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and che Moſes of Abbe Nadal. In one word, with 
regard to all the productions of genius, our artifts 
are far inferior to thoſe who lived at the beginning 
of 2 and in its beſt days; but the na- 
tion is now ſuperior: to what it was then. It is 
true that we are overflowed' with a deluge of pitiful 
mphlets, and mine help to make up the ſtream 
t they may be conſidered only as a ſwarm of 
nats and caterpillars, that prove the abundance of 
fruits and flowers: you never ſee theſe inſets in 
barren lands ; — and remark, that in the immenſe 
croud of thoſe little pieces, all effaced by one ano- 
ther, and all at the end of a few days precipitated 
into eternal oblivion, there is ſometimes more taſte 
and delicacy, than you could find in all the volumes 
written before the Provincial Letters, © 
So rich is our preſent ſtock of genius, compared 
with an indigence of ' more than twelve hundred 


If you now examine our manners, our laws, our 
government, you will find my account to be juſt, 1 
date from the moment that Louis XIV, aſſumed the 
reins, and I aſł the moſt peeviſh malecontenr, the 
moſt gloomy panegyriſt of paſt ages, if he will dare 
to compare the time in which we live, to the days 
when the Archbiſhop of Paris went to the Parlia- 
ment with a poignard in his pocket? Will he prefer 
the preceding age when the Prime Miniſter was 
piſtolled in the Court of the Louvre, and his wife 
condemned to be burnt, as a Witch? Ten or twelve 
rs of the reign of che great Henry IV. appear to 
happy, after forty years of abominations and hor- 
rors, Which malte the hair ſtand on end; but during 
the few years which that beſt of Princes employed 
in healing our wounds, we ſtill bled in every limb: 
the poiſon of the league continued to affect our 
minds; fatoilies were divided; the mannets were 
es B b gs ſavage ; 
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ſavage ; fanaticiſm prevailed every where, except at 
Court. Trade was beginning to ſpring up, but its 
advantages were not yet perceptible: ſociety was 
deſtitute of whatever could make it pleaſing, and 
the towns were without police: men in general were 
in want of every thing that could render life agree- 
able; and to compleat the misfortune, Henry IV. 
was deteſted.— That great man ſaid to the Duke of 
Sully, They do not know me, they will regret me. 
Travel back thro' a hundred; thouſand ! murders, 
committed in the name of God; —over the ruins of 
our towns laid in aſhes, to the time of Francis I. 
you ſee Italy ſtained with our blood, a King priſoner 
in Madrid, the enemies in the midſt of our Pro- 
A J GOT HEAT, 3 $154 ; 
Louis XII had the name of. Father of the People, 
and that title has been confirmed to him by the 
voice of poſteriiy; but the children of that father 
were very unhappy, and he was ſo himſelf ; driven 
out of Italy, duped by the Pope, vanquiſhed by 
Henry VIII, and forced to pay a ſum of money to 
the Conqueror, for the privilege of becoming his 
brother-in-law. He was a 3 an unpo- 
liſned people, without money, without arts, and 
without manufactures. His capital was only a 
confuſed collection of houſes, built of wood, ſtraw, 
and plaiſter, and almoſt all covered with thatch. 
*Tis, doubtleſs, better to live under a good King. 
who rules over an enlightened and opulent nation, 
tho“ malignant and cenforious, = 
The farther, back you go, the more ſavage you 
will find every thing; and hence it is our hiſtory is 
ſo diſguſting, that it has been found neceſſary to 
compoſe chronological abridgements of it in co- 
lumns, where every thing neceſſary may be found. 
and every thing uſeleſs is omitted, in order to ren- 
der it ſupportable to ſuch of out — as are 
EY: | K eſirous 


— 
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deſirous to know in what year the Sorbonne was 
founded, and thoſe curious perſons who doubt wWhe- 
ther the equeſtrian ſtatue in the Gothic Cathedral of 
Paris was erected for muy. de nn or rep he ; 
Handſome. * . 

Let us acknowledge the truth we 3 exiſted 
only about ſix ſcore” years: Laws, police, military 
diſcipline, commerce, marine, the fine arts, magni- 
ficence, genius, taſte,” all began with Louis XIV, 
and ſeveral uſeful arts are Jet but on the road to per- 
fe&ion. | | 

This is what I wanted to zan wks I faid 
that in former ages, barbariſm univerſally prevailed 
— us, and even in the pulpit, as May where 5. 
elſe. 5 

Urceus Codrus was not worth ſpeaking of his ſo 
long to you, but he has furniſhed” me with ſome: 
reflections which may be uſeful, if you: will WO 
the POIs! to NOW them. | On 


* 


* E T. ＋ "= R VIII. 
From Mr. ms fr of the Parliament 
- ZIG Ge n 50 Mn Ys Wau, . N 


SIR,» 98 Paris, 19th Feb. 1967. 


1e 9 to a very laudable cuſtom, 
which I fee. pretty generally eſtabliſhed, viz. that 
young authors tranſmit to you a copy of their works, 
and court the honour of obtaining a place for their 
productions in your library. | 
It is very natural, that the firſt fruits of a tree : 
ſhould be gathered by the hand which contributed 
molt to fix its roots, The progreſs, of reaſon. and of 
taſte ale ds, is almoſt Empirely your work. 
B b 2 Ther 


p 4 
_—_ 4. 
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They who have profited by it, cannot diſpenſe from 
teſtifying their gratitude o you. The pr rotection 
given to literature by our Chancellor, is worth ta 
them a copy of every new publicstion.— The _ 
homage. is due to youby the ſame title. neces e 


Fp ass ce Dieu ſenſible "nr 
Dont vous aver fi bien fait connaitre e, 
Vous a remis les ſceaux de cet ẽtat. 


8 Malgré les cris de la ſatire 
8 N yooyen eee lebe, 
Ce poſte 1a pour la finance, 


Ne vaut tant que * rg noon W445 
. ef ch 


, gue. la r des 
y eſt pas la ſeule eee 
| £4 Iilliodne ces deux emplois. 


hacun peut ſe.croire cn 
De bien garder ces e bee, . 
Auſſi wr A ce porte Tp 
- -Pieteadre 2 chaque inſtant des concurrens outen. 12 
Mais ici le cas eſt tout autre, f 
Vous waurez jamais de rivaux TT 


Aſſex ** pour anner 15 21 


* o oY ; 


4 
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— 


Tue God of Ute bose nn you OY 
Confirm his ſceptre and extend his reign: _ 
For thofe high ſervices he thought i Ra 7,5 1 


To you his ſeals to truſt, as ſovereign jud e of 4 
"Tis uus indeed perhaps the — Or ay | 
Sooner than regis. rd fortune might advices ; 
But them each ad thinks he well can bear, 
_ . - Crouds throng on crouds the gainful poſt to ſhare; 
. Your office too is view'd with envious eyes, 


But envy's ſelf to you mult yield the prize. 1 


Ie is true that you are thus expoſed rom time to 
time to troubleſome meſſages, and the peruſal of 


very dull” performances, but 1 ſuppoſe you uſe the 
priv lege 
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ptivllege of other Chaneellors, e 00 not to 


read all the petitions 
you even think yourſelf in conſcience obliged co it, 
aſter all it would-be only one of the i inconveniencies 
of your office, and you know there is no employ- 


ment but has its mortifiedtions. -=Sinecures are 10 


where to be found but in the Church, 


preſented to you, and ſhould! 


If for my fake you derogate: from the pret6guives 5 


of your office, and deign to caſt a glance: upon che 


Theory of Civil Jaws, you will perhaps find in it @ - 


great many things that dre new, bot there will be 


likewife not a few which yon have certainly thought 


of befote, I have read and underſtood you ſuf- 
ficiently to be aſſured that 


having combated the opinion of Mr. de Mounteſquieu. 


I have dene juſtice to his great genius, while I attack 


his errors. He is a brilliant genius ſubject to frequent 


eclipſes. I am far from ſaying of him all I might 
have done. I have materials enough femaining to 


form a volume. 1 ſhall find 3 proper place for 


them, in the ſequel of my work, if ever I eompleat 
the grand project I have formed, to attack in their 
ſource, the multiplieity of laws, tribunats, cuſtoms, 
Ke. —to prove that ſimplicity and uniformity" are, 

or ought to be, the \prings of policy, and that com- 
og of every kind, is the parent of "monſters, 


ou will perceive that in the courſe of developing 


ſuch principles, it will be requiſite frequently to 
refute Mr. de Moumeſquieu, and that taſk e 
as eaſy as: it is neceſſar. | 


I think with you, Sir, that 33 the arts, and 


every thing that relates to them, are inventions 
highly uſeful for the rich; excellent reſources for 
men of leiſure who enjoy ſuperfluity. Theſe are 
corals which amuſe them in the ſtate of perpetual in- 
fancy, in which they are kept by their opulence. 
Their -vivacity evaporates upon thoſe trifles bc | 
* ic 


you will not blame me for 


* 


f * 
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which they amuſe themſelves. The attention they 
pay to them, prevents their making uſe of their 
ſtrength to more dangerous purpoſes. But I believe 
the caſe to be entirely different with that other, and 
infinitely more numerous portion of mankind, WhO 
are called the people, Theſe intellectual corals be- 
come to them faces Amulets, which ſpoil and 
corrupt them without remedy. The actual ſtate of 
ſociety condemns them to have only hands ;—all i is 
loſt the moment they are put in a condition of 3 . 
ceiving that they have a ſoul. 

Could one of thoſe diviſions of mankind be 6 ngly | 
illuminated ; were it poſſible to intercept all the rays | - 
which proceed from the little to the great, and to 
cover with everlaſting/ darkneſs only that of the two 
which is no longer eful than while it is totally blind, 
I would willingly applaud the laboun od * Philo- | 
ſophers and their partizans. | 

But reflect, Sir, the Sun cannot riſe vpon ou rt, | 
without a twilight extending to the ſecond, however i 
diſtant it may be; and this claſs when enlightened, - 


' neceſſarily inclines to appreciate, or to mix with the 
other. Hence it follows that light is fatal to both z - 


and that an obſcurity, in which they might live 


quietly, each within ies reſpective limits, is infinitely 


preferable to a ſtate of illumination, by which they 
only learn nen, to eee or dete one 
another. f 

This, Sir, is my ſmall aste Xn 1 faich; 41 
which I ſhall eyer maintain to ane exchu, 5 
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Auſter to Counſellor Linguet, on Mounteſquieu and 


l believe with you, Sir, that the /pirir of laws 
contains more than one inadvertency, Few people 
read attentively.— It has not been obſerved that 
almoſt all Monteſquieu's quotations are falſe. He 
cites; the pretended political teſtament of Cardinal. 
Richelieu, and makes him ſay, Chap. VI, Book 
III. that if there be found among the people, an 
unfortunate man of virtue, he ought not to be em- 
Potty Phat teſtament, which beſides is not worth 
eing cited, ſays juſt, the contrary z and that not in 
the ſixth, but in the fourth Chapter. 
He makes. Plutarch affirm, that women are in- 
capable of real love He does not conſider that this 
ſentiment is put into the mouth of one of 
Plutarch's Interlocutors, and that Greek, too fan- 
taſtic in his opinions, is ſeverely reprimanded by 
Daphneus, in favour of whom Plutarch decides. 
That dialogue is wholly conſecrated to the honour of 
their ſex: but Mounteſquieu read too ſuperficially, 
and judged too haſtiixrxr. 
From the ſame negligence he ſays, that the grand 
Signior is not obliged by law to keep his word. - 
That all low trades were infamous in Greece, —That 
be laments the blindneſs of Francis I, who. rejetted. 
the propoſal of Chriſtopher Columbus for the diſcovery 
of the Indies. Lou will remark that Columbus had 
diſcovered America before Francis I was born. 
The vivacity of his genius makes him aſſert in 
the ſame place, Book IV. Chap. XIX, that the 
council of Spain was guilty of falſe policy in prohivit- 
* 8 ing 
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ing the uſe of gold in embroidery, lace and gilding. 
Such a law ſays he, wauld he fimilar to ane we may 
Juppoſe p aft in Holland, probibitin * cinnamon. He 
8 


does af reflect that, che Spaniards had no manu- 


factures, that they would fi been obliged to buy 


their ſtuffs and gold lace from other nations, and 
that the Dutch could purchaſe cinamon only at their 
own markets, becauſe i it Stow * vhere but! in their 
dominions, | LE 

"Almoſt all the examples that be Ange 100 taken | 
rid unknown nations, in the remoteſt parts of 
Aſia, vpon the, credit 'of Ilanformed. or r Ving 
81 1 
He affro's that bes 25 'n 
Perſia, except the Cirus ; he forget that 'they have 
the Euphrates the 9x4, M807 Taxes, the Phrafis, 
the Cirus, and the Indus itſelf, rhoſe ſtream has long 
flowed under the laws of the Kin gs of Pet ſia. Char- 


dVigable : rivers in 


Jin, in the third volume of his 0 aſſures us, 


that the river Zenderoude, which, runs th 


_ Iſpahan, is as large as the Seine 4 Patis, and that 
it oftep. drowns che houſes on the Quays + of the 


1 


city 

Untackityth the vhite ſyſtem of the ri t of Lies | 
built 8 antitheſis which is Fable i in fact. He 

maintains that Monarcbies art eRabliſhed. upon 755 
principle of honour, and Republics upon that of virtus; 
and in order to ſupport that pretended Bon mot, he 
Nys, (Book III. Ch. VII.) ihe nature of honour is ro 


require preferences, and diftint#ions ; therefore bonbur, 
from the nature of the thing, is property | Jaced in 


Monarchical Governments, —He ought ect that 


from the natare of the thing, the hk in the 


time of the republic, intrigued for the Prætorſhip, 
the Conſufſbip, the'Triuaipb, Crowns and Statues. 


\ Thiave 


have taken the liberty to point out ſeveral miſ. 
takes in that book, which, in other teſpects, is an 
admirable performance. I ſhall not be ſurpriſed if 
that celebrated work appear to you to contain more 
epigrammatic point than ſound reaſoning; and yet it 
abounds with ſo much 85 and genius, chat it will 
always be preferted to Gretius and Puffendorf :—: 
their misfortune is to be tireſome ; they ate rather 
heavy.than Grave... ᷑ĩ]ð7i!2 nfs bivg ths 
Grotius, whom you attack with ſo. much juſtice, 
extorted from his age a reputation which he was far 
from deſerving. His Treatiſe on the Chriſtian Reli. 


deen is not eſteemed by men of real learning. He 
ch 


ere ſays, Book I, Ch. ,xxii. Tht the general confla«. 
gration is foretold in Hyſtaſpes and the Sybulline Ora-. 
cles. To their teſtimony: he adds thoſe of Ovid and 
LAG ALON Lycophron to, prove the hiſtory: 
} Jonas. 1 7 27485 . : 5 5 f * 
If you would form a judgment of the character of 
| Grotius's genius, read his harangue to Anne of Auſ- 
tria on the ſubject of her pregnancy. He com- 
pareg her to the Jewe/s, Aune, who had children in 
her old age. Hie ſays that the dolphins, when they 
friſ upon the water, announce an approaching 
calm, and for the ſame teaſon the little Dauphin, 
that leaped, in her womb, prognoſticated a ceſſ, tion 
of the troubles of the kingdom,* _ I ; 
I could quote you a hundred examples of this 
pedantie eloquence in that Grotius, who has been 
the object of ſo great admiration. Time is requilite 
in order to appretiate books, and fix the ſcale of re- 
DACOSIOG ey bers i ls en 6; 15 5 


* 


* 


„This is a Latin Puri, the word Pauf hin, expreſiing the 
name of the fiſh, or the title of the Prince, ' = 
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he not afraid that people of the lower rank- will 
rend Puffendorf and Grotius y they are not fond of 
dull amüſements. They would rather chooſe, if 
they were capable, to read ſome chapters of the ſpi · 
rit of laws, Which are level to every capacity; be- 
cauſe they are written with great eaſe and beauty. 
But let us make a diſtinction in what yu call the 
prople, between the profeſſions which require a decent 
education, and thoſe which require ohly. the labour 
of the hands and daily — 25 This laſt Glaſs is 
the moſt numerous, and the fole relaxation and plea- 
ſure of its members, are to go to high Maſs and the 
tavern, becauſe there they hear ſinging and ſiug 
themſelves. - But for artiſans of a bigher order, 
whoſe profeſſions require a conſiderable degree of 
hb to p — their taſte = We . 
ing all 25 Sep. Paris you fcarce know the 


5 


Swiſs, but from thoſe of that tation no ſerve as 
56rters at Noblemens gates, or the characters which 
oliere has introduced ſpeaking an unintelligible 
Jargon in ſome farces: but the Pariſſans Would be 
amazed, were they to ſee the manufacturers in al- 
molt every town in Swiſſerland, eſpecially in Gene - 
va, de voting to ſtudy the time Which canngt be con- 
ſectated to labour. No, Sir, all is not loſt, he no- 
ment the people are put imo a condition M perceiving 
that they bude à ſoul. On the contraty all is loſt 
when they are treated like a herd of Bulls; for, 
ſooner or later, they butt you with their horns. Do 
yon believe that the people read and reaſoned in the 
time of the wars between the red and white roſe in 
England; in that which brought Charles I to the 

Scaffold; in the horrors of the Armagunts and Bour- 
guignons, or even in thoſe of the League? The 
people, ignorant and ferocious, were ſpirited on by a 
few fanatic Doctors, who cried out, kill all in the 
name 
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name of che Lord. 1 would defy Cromwell now 
to turn England upſide. down by his jargon of an 
Energumen ; John of Leyden to make himſelf King 
of Munſter ; and Cardinal de Retz to form the bar- 
ricades at Paris. To conclude, Sir, you ought not 
to prohihit men ne dana Wer would 352 
on 8 er m 11 1 


% 5 Nr 


1 be to the Letter of M. 1. C. 
= in Dated 234 Dec, 12 2 


bps 


4p you intend to apply feriouſly to the ſtudy of na · 
ture, permit me to tell you that you ought to ſet out 
with a reſolution of forming no ſyſtem, Tou muſt 
imitate the Boy les, the Galileos, and the Newtons; 
Lawns 1097-4 weigh, ealculate, and meaſure, but never 
Newton never formed a ſyſtem; he ſaw - 
and ade others ſce, but he has not ſubſtituted his 
own imaginations in the place of truth,—What js 
demonſtrated to us by our eyes and the mathema- 
ties, muſt be held for true; in all the reſt, the only 
* to be ſaid is, I know not. 

It is ineonteſtible, that the tides exactly follow the 
courſe of the Sun and Moon: —it is mathematically 
demonſtrated, that thoſe two bodies gravitate upon 
our globe, and in what proportion gravitate. From 
thence Newton hath not only calculated the action 
of the Sun and Moon u 15 the tides of the Ocean, 
but likewiſe the action of the earth and Sun upon the 
waters of the Moon, ſuppoſing ſuch waters to exiſt. 
et it is ſtrange that a man ſhould have been ca- 

5 Les 7 * 
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pable of n ſuch. diſcoveries ; but that man 
made uſe of the torch of mathematics, the 8 1 
torch which gives unerring ligbt. 

Guard then, Sir, again al ſuffering yourſelf, to. 
ſeduced by imagination: Poetry is her ſole. ſphere, 
ſhe muſt be baniſhed from-natural philoſophy.—To 
imagine a central fire in order to explain the flowing 

of the ſea, is like ſolving a problem by a madrigal. 

That all bodies contain fire, is a truth of which 
we are not permitted to doubt; it exiſts even in ice, 
as is demonſtrated by experience. But that there is 
a furnace exactly in the centre of the earth, is 4 
thing which no perſon can know; which is by no 
means probable, and which” ren cannot be 
admitted in natural philoſophy. 

Even if this fire did exiſt, it could not account 
either for the high tides at the Equinoxes, Solſtices, 
or for thoſe at full Moon; nor furniſh a reaſon why 
thoſe ſeas that do not communicate with the Ocean, 
have no tides, nor why the tides are retarded accord- 
ing to the courſe of the Moon, &c. There is not 

the leaſt reaſon, for admitting this pretended Hy to 
be the cauſe of the ſwelling of the waters. 

Tou aſk, Sir, what becomes of the — dis 
A For into the ſea. by the rivers. Do you not 
know that a calculation has been made of the quan- 
tity of water raiſed by the action of the Sun, at a 
given degree of heat, and in a given time, in order 
to 15 Feen e reſolved into rain . the help of the 
winds? „ 

You ſay, that you think that very badly imagined 
which has been advanced by ſeveral authors; that 
the ſnows and the rains are ſufficient for the for ma- 
tion of tien. —Be ame. char it has neither been 
culation. Fou may 1 2 upon that ſubject Ma- 
rioue and the Engliſh Philoſophical Tranſactions. 


Ig 


ov vOLTWIN® iy 
In one word, Sir, if I may be permitted to anſwer 


the honour of your letter by a piece of advice, read 


the good authors who have taken experiment and 
calculation for their ſole guides, and look upon all 
ok the attention 


other things as Romances unworthy 
of a man ho deſires inſtruction, 
Feen be t7 £4, +7 Fg 4 . 


I am, &c. 


e 114-4 { ; i : CEE 1 0 
To ſbe Same, upon occult Qualities. 
YES, Sir, I have ſaid it, I repeat it, and will res 


it, notwithſtanding my certainty of being tire- 
— T6 4 doctrine of -occult=qualities- is the 


wiſeſt and trueſt which antiquity has produced. 


The formation of the elemente, the emiſſion of 
light, animals, vegetables, minerals, our birth, our 
death, waking, ſleeping, ſenſation, thought, every 
thing is occult quality. Deſcartes thought himſelf 
much ſupericr to Ariſtotle, when he repeated in 
French what that ſage had ſaid in Greek. We ought 
to begin with dgubting. every thing. After doubting, 
he ought not to haye framed a world of Cubes, and 
to have made of thoſe Cubes, a globulous, a ramous, 


and a ſubtile matter; to have compoſed ſtars of - 
ſuch ingredients, and contrived a mechaniſm in na- 


ture, contrary to every law of 'motion, This ex- 


travagant romance ſucceeded for ſome time, becauſe. 


romances were. then in faſhion. Cyrus and Clelia 


were much preferable works, becauſe they led 


no one into miſtakes, Teach me the hiſtory 
of the world if you know it, but beware of in- 


venting it. 


See, 
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See, ſeel, meaſure; weigh, collect, ſeparate, and 


aſſured that you wilt never do any more. 

| Newton caleulated the farce of gravitation, but 
he has not diſcovered its cauſe, "oa is that cauſe 
occult? It is a firſt principle. 

We are acquainted with the Jaws of motion ; "OW 


the cauſe of motion being a firſt principle, will 


for ever remain a ſecret, ' You are alive, but how? 
You will never know any thing of the. matter.— — 
You have ſenſations, ideas, but can you gueſs by 

what they are produced? 1s not that the moſt occult 
thing in the world ? Names have been given to a 


certain number of faculties, which diſplay themſelves 


in us according as our organs acquire ſome degree of 
ſtrength, when they are freed from the teguments 
in which we- were incloſed during nine m 

(without fo much as knowing in what that ſtrength 


conſiſts). If we call any thing to mind, we ſay it 


is memory; if we range a few ideas in order, it is 


judgment z if we form a connected picture of ſome 


other ſcattered ideas, it is called imaginatien : — and 
the reſult or principle of thoſt qualities ' is named 
Soul, a thing ſtill a . times more oceuſt 

Now, if you pleaſe, it beisg a certain truth _ 
there does not exiſt in you one ſeparate being called 
Senfibility, another Memory, a "Hire Judgment, a 
fourth Imagination, can you eaſily conceive that you 
have a fifth compoſed of the four others which are 
really nonentities ? 

What. was underſtood by the anden 1 hy 


pronounced the Greek word Pſycht or Nous? Did 


they mean a property of man, or a — an owl 
esd in man ? Wis it not an hen ne 
a very occult thing? 

Are not all the eme of Ontology and Wee 
legy mere dreams? In our mother's womb we are 
rr unacquainted with ourſelves, yet there oo 

Ideas 
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eas ought to be the pureſt, becauſe there bur at- 
tention is the leaſt diſtracted We are unaequainted 
with ourſelves at our birth, in our growth, a 
our life, and at the hour of our death. 

The firſt reaſoner who departed from the antient 
db&tine of ocuit qualities, corrupted the underſtanding 
of mankind. He involved us into a labyrinth, from 
which it is now impoſſible to extricate ourſelves. 

How much wiſer had the firſt man been, who 
ſenſible of his ignorance, had ſaid to that being who 
is the author of the univerſe, * Thou haſt made me 
e without my knowing it, and thou preſerveſt me 
« without being able to find out the mode of my 
« exiſtence, | When l ſuckled my nurſe's breaſt, 
< I fulfilled one of the moſt abſtruſe laws of natural. 
« philoſophy z and I full one. ſtill, more. unknown 
% hen I eat and dige the aliments with which. 
thou feedeſt me.. 1 ſtill leſs how ſome ideas 

« enter my head to quit it the next moment without 
ever re-appearing ; and how others Ons there. 
during my whole eee ſtrong · 
efforts to drive them out. Jam an l of thy. 
« occult and ſu power, Which the ſtars obey as 
„ell as myſelf. A particle of duſt agitated by 
«the wind, ſaich not I command the winds. I fe 
t viuimus mouemur et ſumus. . Thou art the ſole 

6 bang, and the reſt is only made.” 
This is chat philoſophy of 1 75 1 of 5 
which Malebranche had a glimpſ e in the laſt century. 
Could. he have ſtopped on the edge of the abyſs, 
he had been the greateſt or rather the ſoie Metaphyfſi- 


cian but he wanted to ſpeak to the word z he Jeaped 3 


into the gulph and diſappeared. 
In his —_— books, he had knocked. at the gates 


of eruch 5 the auth t the action of God upon, the, 
* ie 1 ve, and have our bein 
we . L Tan 


/ 
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creatures turned all round, but as a blind man turis 
4 mill. — A little before that time, there lived a; 
Philoſopher who was their maſter, but they knew it 
not; Heaven forbid that I ſhould name him. 

Since then we have had only men of wit; we muſt 
however except Mr. n 15 was more n $, 
man of vit, &c. . A 


LETTER Pg 


7 0 Mr. P. Counſiller of the werden of Dj jon | 
IF On ſome laws or A; ven | 


jy. Ferney, 28 Dec. "I 
1 tank you, Sir, fot making us acquainted with 
our barbarous cuſtoms.” I have read what regards 
the ſlavery of Mortmain, with the more attention 


and intereſt, as I have been labouring for a twelve- 


month paſt, in favour of thoſe who are called Franks, 
(freemen) and are ſlaves; —ſlaves even to Monks, 
St. Pacome and St. Hilarion did not imagine that 
their ſucceſſors would one day be maſters of more 
ſlaves by Mortmain, than were poſſeſſed by Attila 
or Genſeric. Our Monks ſay that they have ſuc- 
ceeded to the rights of the conquerors, and that 
their vaſſals are the ſucceſſors of the conquered; 
The cauſe is actually before the council. —We ſhall 
certainly loſe it ; ſuch ſtrength is in old cuſtoms; and 
ſuch virtue in the f{aints; -. 

We laugh at original fin, and we ate wrong 
Every body has his original ſin. That of theſfe 
poor Sers (bondmen or villains) who amount to 
more than a hundred thouſand through the king- 
dom, is, that theit fathers, the Gauliſh peaſantry, 
did not cut the throats of that handful of barbarous 
Viſigoths, Burgundians, or Franks, who came to 


rob and murder them, Had they defended them- 
ſelves 
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{elves with' the ſame vigour the Romans e 
againſt the Cimbti, ne ſhould not have lain for 
Martmains. 1 

They who enjoy this noble right, Atte wy that 
it is divine. I perfectly agree with them, for cer- 
tainly it is not human. I acknowledge to you; Sir, 
that I renounce it with my whole heart; I want 
neither right of Mortmain nor Eſcheat in the little 
nook of land which I inherit, and I find my account 
in it. I am greatly pleaſed with the edi& of Henry 
II, which has been adopted by the Parliament of 
Paris. yy is not their example followed by all 


the Parliaments: in the kingdom? Almoſt all our 


antient juriſprudence is ridiculous, barbarous, and 
contradictory. What is true on this ſide of my 
brook is falſe on the other. Our whole ſet of cuſ- 
toms are good for nothing but to be thrown into the 
fire, In England there is but dne Jaw and one 
meaſure. © 

You, quote the ſpirit of An 4 alas lie. never had 
remedied, nor ever will remedy, any thing, Not 
that its vvfihior! quotes too often falſely ; not that he 
almoſt. always thinks of ſhewing wit: but- becauſe 
a King only is capable of compoſing a good book 
on our laws, by changing them entirely. 
/ ; bo pe OP TEE e my —_— Sir, ee. 
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0 1 ſaljess of a monument which he / propoſed- 7 


to the e men if ihe age of _ 1 


you propoſe, Sir, that monuments of all he 


Seat men, who adorned the age of Louis XIV, 
| ſhould be raiſed round the ſtatue erected to that 
D d | Prince 
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Prince in Montpellier, after his death. This pro- 
ject is ſo much the finer, as for ſome years there 
ſeems to have been a kind of confederacy to depre-. 
ciate every thing that makes the glory of thoſe me- 
morable times. We ate weary of the maſter- pieces 
of the laſt age. We uſe every effort to make 
Louis XIV little, and we reproach him above all 
things with having deſired to be great. The nation 
in general gives the preference to Henry IV, and ex- 
cludes all the other kings. I do not examine whether 
this be juſtice or fickleneſs; if our reaſon brought 
to perfection can now diſcern true merit better than 
formerly, 1 only remark, that in the time of Henry 
IV, it was entirely incapable of diſcerning or feeling 
merit.—My people do not know me, ſaid that good 
Prince to the Duke of Sully; they will regret me. 
In fact, Sir, let us ſpeak without diſguiſe ; he was 
| hated: and deſpiſed. Fanaticiſm, which . perſecuted 
him from his cradle, conſpired a hundred times 
_againft his life, and at laſt deprived him of it in the 
midſt of his great officers, by the hand of a quon- 
dam Mendicant Monk, who had loſt his ſenſes, and 
-was tranſported with the madneſs of the League. 
We 2 Prince the — Honorable ;* 
ve give him the preference to all our Kings, tho 
we ſtill e and that for a long 3 a — 
part of thoſe prejudices which concurred to the 
aſſaſſination of the beſt of Kings. | 
But if Henry IV was great, bis age was not ſo 
in any reſpect. I ſhall not here mention the multi- 
rude of criminal and infamous actions with which 
ſuperſtician and difoord polluted France. I confine 
'In France criminals are obliged, before execution, to be 


pardon of God, their King, and their country, which is cal 


FRA ' myſelf 
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myſelf to thoſe arts whoſe glory you delire-to-eter- 
nize. They were either entirely unknown or very 
unſkilfully exerciſed. To begin with that of war; 
we had been in arms forty years, and there was not a 
ſingle man who left behind him the reputation of an 
able General, not one whom poſterity has ſet on a 
level with a Prince of Parma, or a Prince of Orange, 
—As to the Marine, Sir, you who have diſtingyiſh- 
ed yourſelf in it, are ſenſible that it did not * 
exiſt.— The arts of peace which form the charm of 
ſociety, embelliſh cities, enlighten the underſtand- 
ing, and ſoften the manners, were entirely ſtrangers 
among us; all theſe originated only in that age 

which ſaw the birth and Goh of Louis XIV. 
I can ſcarcely conceive the inveteracy with which 
we now perſecute the memory of the great Colbert, 
: who contributed ſo. much to the improvement of all 
-thoſe arts, and eſpecially of the Marine, which. is one 
of the principal objects of your grand defign, You 
know, Sir, that he created that Marine which was fo 
long formidable. Two years before his death, 
France had a fleet of an hundred and fourſeote fhips 
of war, and thirty galleys. Manufactures, com- 
merce, trading companies in the Eaſt and Weſt In- 
dies,. —all were his work, His ſuperior may riſe, and 
that is certaiply high- praiſe ; but no _ will ever be 
able; to eclipſe him. | 
The caſe will be the ſame in the arts that depend 
upon the mental faculties, as eloquence, poeſy, phi- 
loſophy; and in thoſe where the genius guides the 
hand, as architecture, painting, ſculpture, and mo- 
'chanics.—The men who embelliſhed the ages of Louis 
XIV by all thoſe talents, will never ſink to oblivion, 
whatever may be the merit of their ſucceſſors, The 
firſt who run in one career, always remain at the 

head. of the others in poſterity. 

Dans the inventors have a claim to glory, ſaid 
Dd 2 | Newto. 
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Newton in his quarrel with Leibnitz, and he was 
right. We muſt regard as inventors a Paſcal 
who actually formed a' new ſpecies of eloquence; 

3 Pelliſon who defended Fouquet in the fame ſtyle 
that Cicero had defended King Dejotarus before Cæ- 
far; a Corneille, who was among us a creator of 
tragedy, even when he copied the Spaniſh play of the - 
Cid ; a Moliere, who really invented Comedy, and 

brought it to perfection. And had not Deſcartes in 
his inventions forſaken his guide, Geometry had 
Malebranche known when to ſtop in his flight, what 
men would they not have been 
It is univerſally agreed that the great paſt age was 
the age of genius. But after the men-who are re- 


garded as inventors, often come, 1 do not ſay, diſ- 


ciples formed in the ſchool of their maſters, ' which 
would be commendable, but apes who ſtrive to ſpoil 
the work of - thoſe inimitable maſters. Thus, after 
Newton diſcovered the nature of light, comes a 
Caſte], who wants to refine upon him, and propoſes 
ap occular harpſichord, ' FFF 
Scarce was a new world diſcovered by the help of 
the microſcope, when up ſtarts a Needham, who 
fancies he has formed a republic of eels, which im- 
mediately bring forth other eels, all in a drop of 
broth, or water boiled with (ſhot wheat. Animals 
and vegetables are produced without ſeed; and to 
compleat the ridicule, this is called the ſublime of 
% md TRI TI 23 0041 
As ſoon as true philoſophers had calculated the ac- 
tion of the Sun and of the Moon, on the flux and 
reflux of the ſeas, Romancers below Cirano de Ber- 
getac, wrote the hiſtory of the times, when thoſe ſeas 
covered the Alps and Mount Caucaſus, and when the 
-univerſe was inhabited only by fiſh. They afterwards 
diſcover to as, the great Epocha, the when Porpoiſes 
Font noon | FOE on our 
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our anceſtors became men, and in what manner their 
forked tail was changed into thighs and legs. This 


is wel, gene ſervice lately — — to mankind by Teli- | 
am 


Thus, Sir, in every irt in every feſſton, the 
Soc maſters are ſucceeded by ee er hea» 
ven grant that we may never have others of a raore 
pernicious kind. 

May your vie be executed; may all the g 
niuſes Who have adorned the age of Louis XIV, Ga 


appear in the ſquare of Montpellier, and inſpire fu- 
ure ages witty never er ending emulation. 5 


. K T r cl: * xiv. 1 
T 0 an „ Eccleſiaſtic, adtber of an Epie e on e 
queſt of the promiſed land, in twelve cantos, printed 
0 Paris by Delalain, bookſeller, Rue * 5 | 
4 7904; with ht IO of- 1b 9 
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1 HE Gen whom you bmi to eot⸗ 
vey to me your poem of the Promiſed Land, not on- 
ly has not ſent me your beautiful work, but has not 
even mentioned it to me; he did not think me capa- 
ble of reading ſo cutious a performance. I am ſen- 
 fible of the full value of What 1 have loſt. Doubt- 
leſs nothing can be more poerical than the Conqueſts 
of Joſhua, and all that preceded and followed them. 
No Grecian fiction comes near them; every event 
is a prodigy; and the miracles produce tllefe. an ef- 
fect the more admirable, as it cannot be ſaid that the 
author introduces the Deity in the manner of the 
Greek poets,” who brought down a divinity upon the 
ſcene, when they __ not know how to unravel their 


plot. 
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pot. In the ſubject of your work we every where 
behold the finger of God, without the divine inter- 
ſition, being a neceſſary reſource, Joſhua. might 
have forded the Jordan, which is not five-and-forty 
feet broad, and is fordable in an hundred places, but 
God made the river flow back to its ſource, in or- 
ger to manifeſt his glory. ee e 
It was not neceſſary that Jericho ſhould fall by the 
found of rams horns, ſince Joſhua had intelligence 
in the city by means of Rahab, the harlot, but God 
ade the walls fall by ſeven proceſſions, to ſnew that 
is the maſter of all walls. The Amorites were als 
ready cruſhed by a ſhower of ſtones which fell from 
Heaven; it was not neceſſary that God ſhould ſtop 
the Sun and Moon at noon day, in order that Joſhua 
might triumph over that handful of men who had 
juſt been ſtoned from on high. If God ftops the 
Sun and the Moon, it is to ſhew that the Sun and the 
What appears to me ſtill more favourable to poe- 
try; the ſabieR is little and the means are great, 
Joſhua in truth conquered only three or four leagues 
of country, which was ſoon after loſt ; but all nature 
was, thrown into. convulſions for the little tribe of 
Ephraim. Tis thus that Eneas, in Virgil, by the 
help of the Gods, eſtabliſhes himſelf in a village in 
Italy. The great advantage you have over Virgil is, 
pou ſing the truth, and Virgil ſung fiction. Both 
your heroes were pious, which is another advantage. 
| —lt 18 true, that Joſhua may be reproached with 
ſome cruelties; but they are ſacred, Which is ſtill a 
farther advantage. In that little ſpot of four leagues 
there are only thirty Kings condemned to be - hanged 
fror having dared to reſiſt a ſtranger ſent by the Lord. 
And you will prove, when you pleaſe, that too 


* 
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many heretical Princes cannot anne 
advantage of the good cauſe. 
Judge Sir, how I regret. the not having had it in 
my power, in my unpromiſed land, to read your epit 


poem on the — land; which nnn. 
cieve ſo great 


* 
1 
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$IR,  * Fern, 16th Jul 256 
1 have not dared to ſpeak a word of Engliſh theſe 
forty years, and you ſpeak our language extremely 
—— I have ſeen letters from ybu, written as you 
think. Befides my age and my infirmities do not 
permit me to write with my own hand: you will 
therefore receive my thanks in my own tongue. 
I have juſt read your preface 10 your hiſtory of 
Richard III. It appears to me to be too ſhort:— 
when a man is plainly in the right, and joins to his 
knowledge 4 philoſophy ſo firm, a ſtyle ſo maſculine, 
I could wiſh that he. ſpoke to me longer. Your 
father was a great Miniſter. and a 800d Grator, buc 
1 queſtion whether he could have written Ie you. 
Lou cannot ſay, -quia pater major me eff;* | 
I have conſtantly been of your opinion, Sir, that 
ve ought ro-diſtruſt all ancient hiſtories. Fontenelle, 
the only man of the age of Louis XIV, who 
united poetry, philoſophy, and learning, declared 
that they were fables agreed upon. And i, muſt be 


confeſſed that Rollin has nl too 1 
chimeras and contradictions. 


# Becauſe my father is greater than I. 
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Aſter having read the preface to your: hiſtory, 1 
Toad that to your romance.“ Lou there divert your-: 
ſelf a little at my expence the French underſtand 
raillery, but I am going to anſwer you ſeriouſſy. 

Vou have al moſt made your nation believe that } 

deſpiſe Shakeſpeare.—l was the firſt that introduced 
| coy Ag to the French; ſorty years ago I trani- 
lated fome paſſages from him, as well as from 
Milton, Waller, Rocheſter, Dryden and Pope. 1 
can aſſure you that I was the firſt man in France 
that had che leaſt knowledge of Engliſh poetry,— 
Scarce had we heard the name of Locke mentioned; 
For thirty years haye I been perſecuted by a cloud of 
fanatics, becauſe I ſaid that Locke is the Hercules of 
Meraphyſics, who has fixed the boundaries of the 
human mind. 

My deſtiny likewiſe decreed that I ſhould be the 
firſt who explained to my countrymen, the diſ- 
coverics of the great Newton, which ſome people 
among us ſtill call ſyſtems. ' I have been your 

apoſtle and your martyr. In truth the Engliſh ought 
not to complain of me. 

I long ago ſaid, that bad Shakeſpeare appeared i in 
the age 0 Addiſon, he would have joined: to- his 
genius, that elegance and purity for which Addiſon 
is commendable... I had ſaid that bis genius was bis 
2 on, and his faults thoſe of his age. In my opinion, 
he is exactly ſuch as the Lopez de Vega, and the 
Calderona of the Spaniards.—A beautiful nature, 
- but very wild, no regularity, no decency, no art; a 
mixture of meanneſs and grandeur, of buffoonety 
with the terrible, the chaos of tragdey, in which 
there are a hundred flaſhes of light.. The Italians, 
4 "mo cutie en a en before the ain and 
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Spaniards, did not give into this fault. They were 


better imitators of the Greeks. —There. is no buf- = 


foonery in the Oedipus and Electra of Sophocles.” 
I ſtrongly imagine that this groſs practice took its 
riſe from our court fools. All of us on this fide the 
Alps, were a little rude and unpoliſhed. Each 
Prince had his fool, who was an Officer of the _ 
palace, Ignorant Kings, educated by ignorant pre- 
ceptors, could not be acquainted with the noble 
pleaſures of the underſtanding :- they ſo far degraded 
human nature, as to pay a man for entertaining 
them with nonſenſe. Hence came our mere /otte 
(fooliſh mother) and before Moliere, a court fool 
was a ſtanding character in all comedies. —This cuſ- 
t / ET TEE 
It is ttue, Sir, that I have ſaid as you repreſent 
me that there are ſerious comedies, ſuch as the 


Miſanthrope which are maſterly performances, that 


there are ſome extremely riſible, as George Dandin 3 
that the riſible, the ſerious, and the pathetic,” may 
well be united in the ſame comedy. I have ſaid that 


all kinds are good except the dull kind.— es, Sir, 


but groſs vulgarity is no kind. la my- father's houſe 
ere many manſions ;, but I never pretended that it was 
decent to lodge in the fame chamber Charles V, and 
Don Japhet of Armenia; Auguſtus and a drunken 
ſailor; M. Aurelius and a Jack Pudding.— This 
| ſeems to me to have been the opinion of Horace, 
in the moſt refined of all ages: conſult this art of 
poetry. All the enlightened nations of Europe are 
of the ſame opinion at preſent; even the Spaniards 
begin at the ſame time to get rid of their bad taſte 
and the Iaquiſition: for a juſt underſtanding equally 
proſcribes the one and the o ter. 

-- You are ſo ſenfible, Sir, how much a tragedy is 
disfigured by what is trivial and low, that you re- 
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| whole ic play, ſpeak in the ſame chamber,” verge ah 


E Racine uh king, dad.. in Ferenice 
Wy 8 | 


Oe bon 1 cette parſe eſt mts. fs 
Et ceue autre conduit dans celui de Ja Reine. 8 


2 be door of his aparlment is, next 10 that which 
heads to the Queen g. Theſe vetſes afſuredly are not 
very heroical, but conſider” that they are in a nat- 
rative ſcene which ought to be ſimple.— This is not 
a beauty of poetry, but a beauty of exactneſs, which 
fixes the place o the ſcene, which at once gives the 
ſpectator all the neceſſary information, and advertiſes 
him, that all the perſonages are to appear in that 
cloſet, which communicates with the other apart- 

ments, without which it would be improbable that 

itus, Berenice, and Antiochus, ſhould, through the 


wa 
* o 


ee n 


(Aer the place of the ſcene be fixed and marked 
out, ſays that oracle of good taſte, the judicious 
Delpreaux-in his art of Poetry, which is at leaſt equal 
to that of Horace. Our excellent Racine almoſt 
never failed in this rule, and it is a eircumſtance 
worth our admiration, that without tranſgreſſing the 


rules of 3 Athalia ſhould appear in the 


fiſter-in-law,, and that monarch was highly pleaſed 


temple of the Jews, in the ſame place where . 
High Prieſt has been ſee enn. * 
Tou will ſtill more eaſily excuſe Radios; whe 
you remember that the play of Berenice was in ſome 
meaſute the hiſtory of Louis XIV, and your Eng- 
liſn Princeſs, fiſter of Charles II. They both lodg- 
ed on the ſame floor at St. Jermain, 09 6004; ee 
ments were ſeparated by-a-faloon. oo 7 


I hall remark, by the bye, chat Racine repreſen- 


ted on the ſtage the amours of Louis XIV with his 


with 
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with him for it. A ſtupid tyrant perhaps would 
have puniſhed him. I ſhall likewiſe remark, that 
this Berenice, fo tender, ſo delicate, fo diſintereſted, 
to whom Racine pretends that Titus was indebted _ 
for all his virtues, and who was upon the point of 
being Empreſs, was only an inſolent and debauched 
Jeweſs, that publickly lay with her own brother 
Agrippa the Second. Juvenal calls her an Inceſlu- 
aus Barbarian; I obſerve in the third place, that ſhe 
was forty-four years old, when Titus diſmiſſed her, 
My fourth remark is, that this Jewiſh miſtreſs of 
Titus is mentioned in the Acts of the Apoſtles,” She 
was then young, when according” to the author of 
that book, ſhe came to viſit Feſtus, Governor of 
Judza, and when Paul being accuſed of having pol- 
lated the Temple, defended* himſelf, by faying that 
he was ſtill a good Pharifee : But let us leave the 
Phariſaicalneſs of Paul, and the: gallantry of Bere- 
nice. Let us return to the rules of the ſtage, Which 
are more intereſting to men of letters 
Fou free Britons, neither obſerye uni," e, place, 
unity of time, nor unity of ation,” In hh, your” 
pieces are not the better for the neglect,; probability 
ought to be reckoned for ſomething. The art be- 
comes more difficult hy preſerving it, and difficulties 


a e e e e 
Permit me; Sir, tho“ you be an Engliſhman, in ſome 
reſpects to defend my o] nation. I ſo often tell 
them the blunt truth, that it is very juſt 1 mou 
commend them, When I think they are in the right. 
Ves, Sir, 1 have beheved, I believe, and 1 ſhall con- 
tinue to believe, that in regard to Tragedies and Co- 
medies, Paris infinitely ſurpaſſes Athens. Moliere, and 
even Regnard, ſeem to me as much ſuperior to Ariſ- 
NE as Demoſthenes excells our Pleaders. 1 
vill tell you boldly that all the Greek Tragedies appear 
to me, the works of ſchool boys in compariſon of the 
e Ee2. ſublime 
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ſublime. ſcenes of Corneille, and the faultleſs pieces 
of Racine. Thus thought Boileau himſelf, not- 
withſtanding the warmth of his admiration. for the 
antients, He. made no difficulty, of writing under 
Racine s portrait, that t great man ww allec 
Euripides, and equalled Corneille. 
Ves, I believe there ate many more t of taſte 
in Paris, than there Were tp Athens. At aris.we 
have more than chirp thouſand; people, who delight 
in the fine arts, an Naben, had not ten thouſand. 
bo Athens the common people entered the Theatre, 
and with us they do not, except upon ſole 8 
diculous occaſions when her bro Preſented. with a 
ſpectacle gratis, Our continual. intercourſe. with the 
fair ſex, has given out ſentiments much more deli - 
cacy, our morals much more. decency, apd our taſte, | 
much more refinement, - Leave us our. theatre; the 
Italians: their Favole hoſcorecei x, you are rich enough, 
without theſe. ibs 1 *. 1 9 18. 


It is true ſome. very bad, pieces, whoſe plots./ ate 
. . 775 


* a have, MS 
atis, when, ſupport 
bogs pra hilar tee = mt 
rem rary. protection of ſome perſo 8 ol credit... 1s, 
is the intoxication. of a moment, but in a few. 
years the illuſion is diſſipated. Don Japhet, of Arr; 
menia, and Turcaret are A 10 to the POPU: 
lace, and the hege. of Calais is eee et 
except at Calais. eee * 
I muſt not ſay one word more 22 the rhime with, 
which vou reproach, us. Almoſt all Dryden s pieces 
ate in thime. It is one difficulty. more thoſe 
verſes of his, which. are in the memory and. the 
mouths. of every body, are in rhime: and I ſtill, 
maintain, that os Cinna, Athalia, Phædra, Iphi- 
e 1 on Mitten in Os ae, would 


* 
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ſhake of that yoke in France, would bedooked; upon 
as 4 feeble artiſt who had not ſtrength to bear i * 

In quality of an old man, F will tell you an 
anecdote. One day I aſked Pope why Milton had 
not put his poem into rhime, at the time when it was 
the univerſal ractice, in imitation of the Italians » 
his reply was, becauſe be could not? 


I have now, Sir, ſaid all that I had on my heart. 


I acknowledge that I committed a great blunder in 
not recollefting that the Earl of Leiceſter went ori- 
_ ginally by the name of Dudley, but if you was to 

* a fancy of entering into the houſe of Peers, I 


ſhould war 4, remember: the. name of en With 


| Beforeſending this Ne, 1. have bad rims; Sir 
to read your Richard III. Fou would. make an 
excellent Attorney General. Lou weigh all the 
robabilities, but you _ have a ſecret predi- 
lection for that Crooł- Lou maintain Him to 

have been handſome, and even a man of ſpirit and 
| honour; The Benedictine Calmet has written a 
diſſertation, to prove that Jeſus Chriſt had a fine 


ard III, was neither ſo ugly nor fo wicked as he is! 


repreſented : but 1 ſhould not have been fond or 


haviog any thing to do with hin, Tour white roſe 
and PRICE dow had. dreadful — fer the na- 
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grand council, which was aflembled to conſider the 
teſtament of the: King of Spain, met three of his 
daughters, who were at play, and ſaid to them, well, 
how would you act if you were in my place ? The 
Princeſſes gave ſuch opinions as occurred to them; 
upon which the King replied, in whatever manner 1 


at, I ſhall be ſure of being cenſure. 


* You condeſcended to r the ſame part w 
ignorant old man, that Louis XIV did with his 
you. The 
parſon wiſnes nenn that the clown ſhould re- 
ate. r n eee og HE 134 


5 Timmediately eme el by faying chat all 


men have been, are at preſent, and will continue to 


be guided by circumſtances. I exceedingly reſpect 
Cardinal Richelieu, but he did not engage with Guſ- 
tavus Adolphus, until Guſtavus had landed in Po- 


merania without conſulting him; 12 he took the 


advantage of the event. Cardinal Maxatin profiting 
by the death of the Duke. of Weimar, Lene ; 
Alface for France, and the Dutchy of Rhetel for 
himſelf. Let people ſay what they will, Louis 
XIV did not expect, when he concluded the peace 
of (tg that in three years his * would 


-__- 
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. to che throne of Charles V. He ſtill leſs 
expected, chat the firſt war in which his grandſon 
ſhould engage would be againſt his uncle. Nothing 


of what you have ſeen happen, has been foreſeen. 1 


You know that chance brought about the peace with 
England, which that fine fellow Lord Bolingbroke 
ſigned, when in the arms of Mademoiſelle P P. .* 
Lou, my Lord, like all other great men, profit by 
the ſituation in which you find things at the time. 

The 10 matter, ſay they, is to have money. 
Henry IV prepared to make himſelf the Arbitrator 
of Europe, by having gold ſcales made with the 
aſſiſtance of the Duke of Sully. The Engliſh ſucceed 
only by means of their guineas, and the ten-fold- 
credit which they procure. The King of Pruſſia 
made all Germany a for ſome time, becauſe his 
father had more bags of money than bottles, in his 
_ cellar at Berlin. Fabricius's days are long oyer: it is 
the richeſt that carries the day, as it is he among us, 
who is moſt rich, that purchaſes the employment of 
a Maſter of the Court of Requeſts, and who after- 
wards may come to govern the nation. This is not 
very goble, but nevertheleſs it is the trub. 

I ſee that upon all the: thrones in the world, they 
live from hand to mouth like Fontaines's Cobler. 
What ! is there no ſyſtem? No, the ſyſtems of Py- 
thagoras,, Democritus, _ Plato, Deſcartes and Leib- 
nitz, have all tymbled to the ground. Perhaps in 
your noble profeſſion, as in natural philoſophy, it is 
ben to ADE; ROY "_- ada e | 
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UPO N my faith, my friend, all the 
world are quacks; ſchools, academies, the graveſt 
ſocieties, are like Arnaud, the apothecary, whoſe lit- 
tle purſes cure all kinds of apoplexies as ſoon as they 
are tied about the neck; and Mr., le Lievre, who ſtill 


_ fells bis Baume de Vie, notwithſtanding the numbers 


- 


of people who die daily. © e ebb 
Some years ago the Jeſuits had a lawſuit wih the 


druggiſts at Paris, about ſome ſort of an Elixir which 


Id at a very high price, after having ſold abun- 
dant grace which was not ſufficient; while the Janſeniſts 
fold effectual grace, which had no efficacy. This world 
is a great fair, where every merry Andrew endeavours 


to collect the croud about himſelf: every man preys up- 


on his neighbour; There is 4 certain lage in our. little | 


Country here, Who has diſcovered that the ſouls: of 


fleas and gnats are immortal, and that all animals 
are created only to live again. But there ale ſome 

eople who have not ſuch elevated expectations. I 
even know thoſe who can ſcarce: be made to believe 
that the water Polypus is an animal. They fee no- 
thing in the ſmall graſs which floats in ſtinkingpud- 
dles, but graſs that grows again after having been 
cut, like any other graſs. They do not fee that theſe 
weeds devour little inſects; but they ſee the little in- 
ſects enter into the ſubſtance of the weeds and de- 


Theſe ſame unbelievers will hot be perſuaded that 


coral is compoſed of heaps of little ſea vermin, The 
late Mr. de la Faye faid, that he had no fort of de- 


ſire 
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fire to be perfectly acquainted with the hiſtory of all 
thoſe ſort of folks, "ins that it was not — he 
to give one's ſelf any trouble about people with 
JJ. 8 
But we have ſome other geniuſes ſtill more ſub- 
lime than thoſe:—they will create a world for you 
With as little difficulty as the Abbe de la Teignant 
writes'a ſonnet, and employ for that purpoſe ioftru- 
ments which never have been feen. Others come af- 
terwards, and people this world by attra#Fion. - A 
certain Dreamer in my neighbourhood has publifhed 
his opinion, in which he ſeriouſly advances, that this 
world will laſt as long as new ſyſtems can be formed, 
but when ſyſtem building is at an end, the world will 

come to an end. If that be the caſe, the world will 
probably laſt a confiderable tine. 

Tou had great feaſon for aſtoniſhment, hen yu 
found in The Man of Forty Crowns, that the fyſtem 
of eggs was aſcribed to the great Calculator Harvey: 
It is true that he believed it,, and was ſo; perfect · 
ly perſuaded of it, that he took theſe words for 
his motto, Every thing is R an egg. In 
the mean time, while he aſſures us, that every thing 

in nature originated in eggs, he ſaw nothing in the 


formation of animals, but the employment of a wea-  * 


ver ig warpisg his ve. » + .n 
Next to him, others ſucceeded, who: faw. infinite 
numbers of ſmall worms capering about in the ge- 
nerative fluid. Some time aftes, they were no 
longer to be ſeen, and went entirely out of faſhion; 
All the ſyſtems which haye been erected about the 
manner of our coming into the world have been de- 
ſtroyed one after another. The way of making love 
1 the only one that has remained without altera 
Tout queſtion is very apropos, when enquiring 
Ts =, Ff about 


1 
| 
' | 


218, GENUINE, LETTERS 


about all theſe romances, you aſk me, if in Lapon's 
collection, which is juſt printed at Lyons, they have 

rinted 8 letters, wherein it was propo- 
ed to perforate a hole to the center of the earth 
to build a Latin town there z—to diſſect the brains of 
Patagonians, on purpoſe to be informed of the nature 
of the ſoul ;—and to cloath the human body with 
I to preſerye health: you will find that theſe 
fine affairs are exceedingly ſoftened, and very much 
diſguiſed in this new edition, So that in the 
end, it will be found that all theſe corrections ſhould 
be placed to my account. Ridiculum acri fortius ac 
melius magnas plerumque ſecat re. 
What is printed in my name gives me more pain; 
but what would you have me do? I cannot help it. 
Can Arnaud, the apothecary, prevent his noſtrums 
from being counterfeited ? Adieu, Qui bene latuit 


bene vixit. 
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Op the five ſenſes which fall to our Tot, my Lord 


Huntington tells' me that you have loſt only one, 
and that you have 4 good ſtomach, which is well 
"Ort. , 20. L1H 
Perhaps I am the propereſt perſon for deciding 
| whether deafneſs, blindneſs, or want of digeſtion is 
the greateſt calamity. From a knowledge of the 
caſe, I can judge of all the three, but it is a To g time 
ſince I have preſumed. to decide upon trifles, arid 
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therefore have the ſtronger reaſons for not attempting 
to decide on matters which are ſo important. I am 
content with believing,” that if you have plenty of 
| ſunſhine in the handſome houſe which you have 
built, there will be tolerable - monuments, That is 
all which can be hoped for at our time of life, or 
indeed at any time of life. Cicero wrote a very 
fine treatiſe upon old age, but he did not prove b 
facts what he had advanced in his writings, for the 
laſt years of his life were very unfortunate. _ ' 
Fou have lived much longer and happier than he 
did. | You had nothing to do with either perpetual 
dictators or triumvirs. Your lot has been, and is 
Mill, one of the moſt enviable in the great lottery 
of life, where the good prizes are ſo ſew, and where 
the great prize of continual happineſs has never yet 


been gained by any one. 


Your philoſophy has never been diſtracted by 
chimeras, which have now and then perplexed ſome 
brains that were otherwiſe tolerably good; You 
have never been in any ſenſe a Quack yourſelf; nor 
a dupe to Quacks, which I eſteem as no common 
degree of merit, and contributes much to the ſhadow 
of happineſs that we can taſte of in this ſhort life, 


CCC 


Ferney, 4th May, 1 772. d 


- EVERY one, Sir, muſt make his teſtament, but 
you very much doubt, whether that which has been 
imputed to me, is really my work, or not. The old 
and new Teſtament have oceaſioned enough of foo- 
liſh things to be ſaid, without my adding any thing 

of mine. — Will is the n 
r N "ES 0 
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of a Counſellor of Paris, whoſe name is Marchand, 
who ſometimes makes people lapgh at his drolleries. 
1 hope that my real — wil be both better and 
wiſer * that piece. 

The plague of all is, chat after we baye been ſlaves 
all our lives, we muſt, likewiſe be ſlaves after our 
deaths. No man can be buried as he would wiſh. 
. Thoſe people who would be glad to be depoſited in 
urns upon the, chimney. pieces of their friends, are 
obliged to go and rot in a church-yard, or ſome ſuch 
Place. They who would chuſe to die in the commu- 
nion of Marcus Aurelius, Epictetus, and Cicero, are 
obliged to die in the communion of Martin Luther, 
if = die at Upſal; or go to the next world be- 
ſmeared. with the oil of a Greek Patriarch, if a fe- 
ver ſhould lay hold of them in the Morea. 

'T own to you, that of late years, they die much 
.more commodiouſiy in this little ſpot of country 
where I live, than they uſed to do formerly. The 
freedom of thinking has been inſenſibly ofiabliſhed 
among them, as it is in England. There are people 
who accuſe me of being the cauſe of this change. 
I wiſh 1 could deſerve the ſame. reproach: for havi 
occaſioned the ſame thing all the way from:Conſtan- 
tinople to Dalicarlia. It is horrid and ridiculous to 
trouble both the dead and the living. I think that 
2 ry one ſhould have the privilege of diſpoſing of 

h his ſoul and body after his own fancy: — and 
the great point ought to be, that no one ſhould mo- 
leſt either the foul or botly "of his neighbour. - Our 


comfort after death is, we ſhall not know how we 


are treated. We have been "baptiſed without our 
knowing any thing of the matter, and we ſhall 
know as little when we come to be buried. Perhaps, 
- what would have been beſt, would be never to have 


. Fee that life, of which we con 


o u var ay 
yet continue always to love. But theſe things de- 


end not upon us. We are faſtened, as Horace e | 


uhh — nails of- Ms e 
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0 d a fingular ſervice to neaſdn 2 1 
"ſol; by having the works of the late Mir. H—— 
_ -peprinted, Thar book, will find opponents, .andeven 
among the philoſophers. No body will allo that 
all minds are equally capable of acquiring ſcience, 
and differ only 1 happen to have à different 
education. Nothing is more falſe, and nothing is 
more cleatly demonſtrated to be falſe, by conſtant 
experience. Senſible minds will always. be :forry 
for what he has ſaid about friendſhip, and he him- 
ſelf would have diſapproved of what: he has ſaid, 
or at leaſt he would have greatly ſoftened ät, if 2 
. paſſion for ſyſtems hay not Jed Him de wi 
bounds, ein nt 

ä aculio mais that re! 
* more of method, and fewer of / thoſe ill · founded 
little hiſtories in his wotk. But I believe that whar- 
ever he has ſaid on ſuperſtition, -uponithe dbomina- 
tions of intolerance, on liberty, on tyrannꝝy, and on 
human miſery, will be well received by all wNhůõoͤ are 
not either fools or fanatics. Some philoſopher might 
have corrected his firſt book, but to perſecute him as 
was done, was both abſurd and cruel, and worthy 


N the fourteenth century. Whatover the fana- 


ue 


. Dair i. 
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tics have anathematiſed in this valuable man, may 
be found after all in the maxims of the Duke de 
Rochefoucault, and even in the firſt chapters of 
Locke, We may write againſt a philoſopher in 


' ſearching, like him, after truth, though we purſue 
different paths; but to perſecute him is highly diſho» 


nourable, and merits the execrations of paſterity, 

There wanted only ſome Milituſes and Anituſes to 

preſent your Exay with a cup of hemlock.  _ 
I ſtill owe thanks to your Excellency for the hiſ- 


tory of the war of the ſublime Catherine againſt the 


ſublime Port, of the unſublime Muſtapha, You 


know that I intereſt myſelf almoſt as much in that 
war, as in the univerſal toleration which condemns 
all wars. It is ſometimes neceſſary to fight againſt 
our neighbours, but there is no neceſſity for burning 


our country men alive, becauſe: of their opinions. It 


is ſaid that the Pope is of as tolerating a ſpirit as a 


Pope can be; I wiſh it may be ſo for the ſake of the 
human race. I wiſh the ſame to the Mufti, to the 
Sherrif of Mecca, to the grand Lama, and to 


I. am the poſſeſſor of a little ſpot of dirt as large 
as a worm hillock, upon this wretched globe; I have 
Papiſts, Calviniſts, Pietiſts, ſome Socinians, and 
even 32 Jeſuit, living with me, and to the preſent, 


moment they all continue to live together in the moſt 
perfect harmony. It is the ſame all over your great 


empire under the auſpices of Catherine. They have 
enjoyed this happineſs a long time in England, Hol- 


land, Brandenbourg, Pruſſia, and in a number of 
towns in Germany: Why then ſhould they not en- 


Joy it over the whole earth ? Why is not the follow- 
ng maxim ſoftened ? May be who is not of our opi- 


nion be like an undertennant, and as a Pagan, Why 
ſhould we throw the gueſt into a dungeon who hath 


not 
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not dreſt in his beſt ſuit to come and ſup with us? 
Why in theſe days do they make a father of a fa» 
mily and his wife die of an apoplexy, who having 

given almoſt all they had to the Dominicans, kept 
a few florins for a dinner? , Wherefore ?—Where- 
fore? Wherefore ?—If I am aſked the reaſon of 
my being ſo attached to you, I will anſwer, it is be- 
cauſe you are juſt, benevolent, and have a ſpirit of 
toleration. | 1 

What ſay you of the inhuman Energumen, who 
believed 1 was the enemy of your friend, and who 
wrote a Philippic againſt me? 


Pleaſe to accept my humble acknowledgments, Kc. 


4 % r 
To Sir William Hamilton, Ambaſſador at Naples 


Loy te Ferney, 17 June, 1773. 
THE public are indebted to you for their know- 
ing Veſuvius and Mount Etna, much better than 
they were known in the times of the Cyclops, or af 
terwards in the time of Pliny, The mountains 
which you have ſeen from my windows at Ferney, 
are in a quite different taſte, Your Veſuvius and 
you Etna are full of whims z—they are like ſome. 
little men, who having too great a flow of ſpirits, 
often put themſelves in a paffion without reaſon ; but 
our mountains, the Glacieres, that are ten times 
higher, and forty times their extent, have always 
the ſame countenance, and are in eternal repoſe. 
Lakes that are ſix miles long, and always frozen, are 
fixed in the middle regions of the air, between white 
' racks that are above the clouds and the thunder, 


without 


# 


the world ;-——they are; the bones of that great 
Animal; he: would periſh: of | thirſt if | there 


ellen. . 
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without ſhowing the leaſt ſenſible change in a thou- 


. as 

Tt is no great Stones froth the derne dee 
you are, to the frozen mountains of Swiſſerland, 
yet what an immenſe difference between the couns 


tries, the wry the enn n he” St. 


varius! * 

1 was forry 0 e r you chul8 not! Grid a ens 
mometer in __ What would Archimedes ſay if 
he was to return to ' Syracuſe ? But what would the 
Trajans and the Antonines ſay if they were to teturm 
to Rome? 

Nothing can be plainer than that the eruptions of 
ur ſhould prodyce ſmall mountains. Thoſe 
which the ants raiſe in our gardens are much more 
ſurpriſing. Theſe” little mountains formed in eight 
days by inſects, are two or three hundred times the 
height of the architects. But for our venerable 
mountains, that alone deſerve to be called moun- 
tains; from whence flow the Rhine, the Danube; | 
and the Po; thoſe enormous maſſes appear to have 
more conſiſtence than Moni. Nusve, or the hew 
pretanded Iſland of Santorin. The immenſe chain 
of high mountains, which in every ſenſe crown 
the entth, have always appe ared to me as old as 


were not rivers contained in them, and there could 
be no rivers without theſe mounteins,. which! are | 
perpetual reſetvoirs. p 

| Poſterity will one day Hugh at us, win bey 
know that we have had quack: who would make us 
delieve that the currents of the ſea had formed the 
Alps, Mount ae e and Thy _ 
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All Paris would be greatly alarmed, if they were 
told that a comet was to come and deſtroy this earth 
on the.20th or 21ſt of May. In that expectation of 


the endof the world, notice would be ſent to all the 


ladies at court, and all the market women, to go to 


maſs, which, as you know, is an infallible ſecret for 


cunning the courſe of comets. People who were 


not altronomers, formerly propheſied that the world 
would come to an end even in their own times. Is 
it from anger or compaſſion that this eataſtrophe is de- 
| - 5 LL be, « or | wes. to be, that is the en, 
c 
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To Mr. Du Mavens, Member ef ſeveral umu. 


* antien Anecdotes. 
SINCE, : my friend, you could not obtain the Pro- 


fellorſhip of Arabic, apply for the Profeſſorſhip of 8 


antient. Balderdaſb. There are a number of them 
eſtabliſhed, at leaſt in that taſte, if not under that ap- 
pellation. It will be very entertaining to ſhew us, if 

it be true, that all which we think we have invented. 
has been borrowed from the antients; ca Reaumur 
has invented the art of hatching chickens without 
fowl, five or ſix thouſand years after the practice had 


. 


begun in Egypt. There are people who have ſeen 
the Copernican ſyſtem among the ancient Chaldeans: | 


_ what Tk] be. ſtill more amuſing, will be to ſhew 
that all our modern tales have been Pillaged from 
higheſt Oriental antiquity. . 

For example : the ſtory of the Epheſian Matron 
was given in verſe by Fontaine, in France; and be- 


fore his time, in Italy: it is to be found in Petroni- 
6 8 | us, 
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us, who took it from the Greeks, But from whencg 
had the Greeks taken it? From the Arabian tales, 
From whom did the Arabians get it? From the 
Chineſe, You will ſee it in the Chineſe tales, tranſ- 
lated by Pere Dentrecoles, and collected by Pere Du 
Halde. What deſerves our attention is, that the ſto- 
ry is much more moral, according to the Chineſe, than 
according to our tranſlators. _ rs ig 
I related in one of my uſeleſs tracts, the fable from 
whence Moliere took his Amphytrion, which was an 
imitation of Plautus, who had copied it from the 
Greek; but the original is Indian. It was tranſlat- 
ed by Colonel Dow, who is a perfect maſter of the 
ſacred language, which has been ſpoken twelve or 
fifteen thouſand years upon the banks of the Ganges, 
near the town of Benares, about twenty leagues from 
Calcutta, which is the capital of the Engliſh com- 


| F The learned Colonel Dow,“ (Annal. ii, page 273) 
Lays, that there was an Hindou of uncommon 
ſtrength, who had a beautiful wife, of whom he 

became jealous z and having beat her, run off and 
left her. A roguiſh Deity, who was neither 4 Bra- 
ma, Viſhnou, or Sib, but a Deity of lower rank, 
yet at the ſame time very powerful, transformed 
himſelf into the figure of a man, exactly reſembling 
the fugitive huſband; and under that figure 2 
proached the forſaken wife. The doctrine of the 
metempſychoſis gave the trick an air of probability. 
The amorous Deity begged pardon of the ſuppoſed 
wife for his having treated her ſo ill; and having 
obtained her forgiveneſs, he lay with her, got her 
7 \ ; | Gang 5 „ &-- r 


4 2 Tranſlator has. 1 W this ſtory in Co- 
Jonel Dow's Hiſtory, and therefore the proof of its exiſten 
uſt . M. de Voltaire, OOO FT TT om 


with 
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with child, and continued maſter of the houſe. The 


repenting huſband, who had always loved his wifes 
returned, and threw himſelf at her feer, but found 
another /elf ſettled in his houſe, by whom he was 


law ſuit, like the affair of Martin Guerre, which | 


* as an impoſtor and ſorcerer. It occaſioned a 


happened not long ago. The caſe was pleaded be- 
85e ch Para S Benares. The _ preſident 
was à Brachman, who ſuddenly conjectured that one 
of the two muſt be a dupe, and the other a Deity, 
and thought of the following method of diſcovering 
the true huſband. , As the huſband was teputed tobe 
a man of extraordinary ſtrength, it was ordered that 
the contending. parties ſhould. give a proof of their 
virility in preſence of the ben and that the 
moſt potent ſhould be decreed to be the true huſband; 
Accordingly they performed, and the one having ex- 


eeeded the other in the proportion of fifty to twelve, 


the, parliament were about to decide in his favour, 
when the preſident obſerved, that the one was a hero, 
but had not ſurpaſſed human powers, while the other 
zuſt, be a Deity who ſported with their ignorance, 
The Deity, conteſſed the whole affair, and returned 


to, Heayen laughin 


. 


| 


Wo | ? 5 | Eg 3 | 85 | a Op 
WP « ou will allow We the Hindou Amphytrion is 


more comic and more ingenious than the Grecian 
Amphytrion, though it could not be fo decently 
brought upon the * „„ 
Tou will perhaps ſurpriſe your 120 Toll more, 
when you relate the origin of the famous quarrel be- 
tween Aaron, with Dathan, Korah, and Abiram 
wrote by a Jew; who probably was the Louftick vt 
his tribe. He is, 7 the only Jew who under - 
ſtood rhillery. His book is not of the ſame antiquity 
with the firſt Brachmans ; but certainly is antient, ahd 
more antient than Homer. The Italian Jews had it 


«turned, and 
BY Lord's, and he eat the reſt of the poor ewe for his 


F 
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* 33 Counſeltor of Bar 3 * 
with notes in Latin. Fabricius has inſerted them 
in his Latin tranſlation of the life and death of Mo- 
ſes, another antient work, which is pretended to have. 
been written in the time of Eſdras. | 1 ſhall copy the 
paſſage as it is found in the ſecond book, page 26 
number 297 of the Hamburgh edition. 
There was a poor widow who was che cue of 3 
* this quarrel, This woman had nothing but/aſin- 
« ole ewe for her whole ſtock... She ſhore her ewe, 
And Aaron came and faid unto her, it is Written, 
«*'rhat the firſt fruits are the Lord's; and he carried 
off the wool. The woman, in tears, went and 


8 
N 


. L complained to Korah, who remonſtrated to the 


« prieſt Aaron, but his remonſtrances were of no ef- 


7 fe, Korah gave four pieces of ſilver to the 
or woman, and withdrew in anger. In a lit- 


e time after, the ewe. yeaned her firſt lamb: 


« Aaron returned, and Taid, My good woman, it'is 
« written that the firttfing of every beaft is the 
Lord's. Fe catried off the lamb and eat it. Ko- 


rah remorſſtrated again, but 10 as krtle purpoſe. a 


« before. a: 


The widow in deſpair killed her ewe, ind im- 
&,meditely Aaton was with her, and took the ſhoul- 
6 der, the 45 and the loin, Korah was enraged, but 
« Aaron ſaid that it was ſo written, and that he 
et would eat the ſhoulder, the leg, and the loin. The 
«widow was proyoked, and in 'a paſſſon ſwore, the 
« Devil take 1 which Aaron hearing, he re- 

id, that whatever is curſed is the 


« ſupper. Such is the cauſe of the quarrel between 


40 . on the one part, W Dathan, io pr 
6 rum, on the other“... 1 "Et 
| is 


- 
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Ting maliciovs piece" of bumour has been co pied 
by more than one nation. There is not a ſingle Sol 


fable in Fontaine that does not come from the heart 


of * Afia : you will even find them among the Tartars. 
I recollect to have formerly read in Plancarpin 8. 
Rubruqui's, and Marc Paolo's Collection of Voya- 
ges, that a Tartar Chief, whe 4 he was dying, re- 
peated to his children the fable of the old man, who | 
gave his ſons the bundle of rods to break.“ 
Have we u more philoſophic tale in the weſt, thats 
that which Olearius relates of Alexander,? I mentis _ 
oned it in one of the pamphlers which I did not ſend 
to you, becauſe it was not worth carriage. The ſceng 
is in the moſt diſtant parts of Bactriana, at a time 
when all the A ſiatic Princes ſought the waters of im- 
mortality, as the K nights errant, in our modern 
romatices, have ſought after the waters of youth. 
Alexander met an angel in the cavern, where the 
magi aſſured him, that the waters of immortality 
wete to be had. The angel gave him a flint, and 
bidding him bring another of the ſame form and 
weight, he ſhould then drink of the water of im- 
mortality. Alexander ſearched himſelf, and cauſed 
ſearch to be made every where to no purpoſe. Af 
ter a deal of 9 labour, he thought proper to 
chooſe a flint nearly reſembling the one he had re- 
ceived, and added a little earth to give it the weight 
and form. The angel, Gabriel, perceiving the trick, 
ho to him, My friend, remember that thou art only 
earth. Deſpair of drinking the. waters of. Rar Fatt 
| yas 3 — do not attempt to impoſe upon Gabriela: | 
This apologue reaches us that there are not two 
things. in nature to be found Perfectiy alike; and 


* Voyages of Plahcarpin, Rubruquis, Marc Paul ad Ea: 
ton, chap. xvit of Haiton, page 31 


1 * Olearius, page 169. 


that 2 
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that the ideas of Leibnitz upon he indiſeernible, 


were known in the heart of Tartary a long. time bee 
fore Leibnitz. T | 
For the moſt part of the ſtories with en.” we 
have been 9 over and over again, and all 
the witty repartees 22 have been aſcribed to 
Charles V, Henry IV, and an hundred modern Prin- 
ces, they may be found in Atheneus, and our old 
books. It is in that ſenſe only that we, ch can ſay, nibil 
ug ſele novum, 1 is e new f under 0 Jon - 8p 
Kc. 


£2 4 


* 
. 4 134 a9 71 
Au, 


wy . IT E 4K XXII. be 


* 
— 


. 4 2 0 a. De Chaban, upon Pindar. and Hina, 


* ee kane , , March 9, 177%, 

My dear Friend. 7 en {oy N t- 

10 have made me a very KR tint By 

Rae Pindar known, you will do a great ſer vice to 
letters. Tour tranſlation is noble and elegant: your 
notes are very inſtructiye. I own to you that I, am 
vened to fee Pindar ſo frequently cutting his words in 
two, to put one half at the end of one verſe, and the 
other half at the beginning of the net. 

I know you will tell me that it was done for the 
fake of the muſic ; but 1 am wy the elk e 
to ſee in the firſt trop. „ 


Ps 19 K ęocta Ooprt ABC” W d biel 

voc. Ka 10TXoxapor, wn CI EY £4 

- Would you put in an Opera * Ws abs} % 0 
. „ 

Golden lyre of 7 F 

„ iet A 

Jo, and his violet Hair * ee O's 


14 


+ This Hiſtory has been {eirdeced "I 1 fire ook 44 
tia, Chineſe; WY and Tartar: let ers, - "Wo" uid 
0 
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What do you ſay of 
Apt re Aa 


wy | 


The . 12. 
tona ? 


I chould think that the 8 ls PETS made 
1 without ſuch ſtrange medley. The Odes of 
Anacreon were ſung, yet Anacreon never thought oF; 
cutting his words in two, 

It is ſaid that the Rhapſodiſts fog Hop 8 verſes; 
there is not a ſingle verſe in Homer cut like thoſe i in 
Pindar. 

What Cems 1 80 frarge to me is to ber in Ho- 
re,, 06 N 

Jove non o probante ux - 
orius amnis. 


Jove difapproving the ux · 
orius River. 


He fe quently takes this Re bud a is no 
oding fault with-a method which Horace has adopted. 
All hae we can ſay is, that the French would laugh 
at us if we were to take the ſame liberties which Pin. 
dar and Horace have taken, except Gs who 
takes the ſame liberty currentl p. 05 
However, I much doubt if all the Odes af Ho- 
race were ſung. Do you imagine that the Ro 
ladies, and men of faſhion, had a great deal of plow 
ſure in ſinging at table this ſong, Per/icos 0dif of 
which Dacier has given the following tranſlation : 
A am not for the Perſian magnificence. I cannot 
ec even endure the crowns which are bound with lit- 
5 tle bands of the Linden tree. Ceaſe to enquire af- 
« ter late blowing roſes. I only aſk for crowns of 
* ſimple myrtle, without their being made up in any 
bo other form. The myrile ſuits a lacquey. like _ 
| bY an 


# 
8 
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"& and is not improper for me while, 1 drink under 
the ſhade of an arbour.“ 

I likewiſe very much doubt, if the good company 
in Rome joined in ſinging the chorus where Horace 
abuſes the ſorcerer Canidia, and ſome other old wo- 
ens for their horrid practices. 

A number of the learned alledge, that three-fourths 
of the Odes of Horace were not made to be ſung : 
but an ode is a ſong: and what is a ſong that cannot 
be ſung? We are told that it is the univerſal: practice 

all over Europe to make ſtanzas in rhime which are 
never jung. But the lovers of muſic l is 
the remains of barbariſ m. STR it » 

The Abbe Terraſſon 'aſked to what tune Moses 
ſung the famous ſong at coming out of the Red. Sea: 

Wy us fit, 1 unto the Lords, for. be hath ror hey glori - 
NF anti ts late a Hitle ſcolding with you abouryour 
preliminary diſcourſe, which appears to me to be ex- 
-cellent.” You'call Cowley the Engliſh Pindar. Youſdo 
tim a great deal of honour! He was à poet without 
harmony, ho endeavoured to be witty upon all oc- 
caſions. Dryden, the author of that beautiful Ode, 
entitled Alexander's Feaſt or, Alexander and Ti imot be- 
, is the true Pindar; That Ode, ſet to muſic, by 

1 (if lam not miſtalcen) p aſſes in En gland for 

a moſt ſublime and moſt varied 1 ece 22 poe- 
— : and I on to you, that as T underſtand: the En- 
iſh better than Greek, I love this ode a hundred times 


9. * firſt violin to the King of Sicily; Twiſh 
bonly to know whether his Odes 28 ſung in artis. It 
probable tha the 957 0 underſtood this — - | 
we ſo impuden ny. er r whe , 

0, and in ede 112 18 Hay: ri Nh 4 / 
Pardon N a diſplay of y learning 

3 | nth you. - PN SINAP451 69% 

| l LET- 


than all Pindar. If it is not blaſphemy againſt 
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LETTER Lay, 
To a Ctitvrxatty Ack Ess. 


1 i very tine) Mademoiſelle; chat the chafm- 


ing Mrs: Oldfield, the beſt adreſs on the 
Engliſh ſtage, had a monument erected for Her in 
Weſtminſter Abbey, along with the Kings and 
Heroes of that country; and even with the great 


Newton. It is likewiſe true, that Mademwbi- 


fele' Couvreur, the firſt actreſs in France in her 
days, was carried in a hackney coach to the corner 
of Bourgogne ſtreet, which was not at chat time 
paved; and was buried by a Porter, and had no 
monument erected. for her. There are examples 
of every thing in this world. The Engliſh have in- 
ſtituted an annual feſtival in Honbur of their fa 
mous comedian and poet Shakeſpeare. We have 
not the feſtival of Moliere with us: Louis XIV, 


ven at the ſummit of all his greatneſs, danced 


. with'the Opeta Dancers before all Paris at His re- 
turn from the famous campaign of 1672. If the 

Archbiſſlop of Paris had made the ſame attempt, 
ke would not have been ſq well received, though 
he had danced: the beſt minuet in Europe. 
About the beginning of the ſixteenth century, 
tlianles to the taſte of Pope Leo X. and the genius 
olf the Prelates Babiena, la Caſa, and Triſſino, 
Italy ſa Tragedy and Comedy revived. Cardinal 
Richelieu k d the Hall of the Royal Palate built 
to have his pieces, and thoſe of his five young; 
poets, played there. Two, Biſhops, by his orders, 


ladies with refreſhments between the acts. 


Hh we 


did the honours on the occaſion, and preſented the 


2 F/ po 


* 


4, 
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„ GAY PINE LETTERS: 
We are indebted to Cardinal Mazarin for the 


but ſet how all things c ange. The 
afdinals' Dubois and Fleury, were both Prime 


one 


Miniſters, y et we are not obliged to them even for 


a farce at the fair.” We are become more regular, 
our. manners ate updoubredly. I, ſever. It 
was ſulpeFted that the Tanſenifts had arined'the 
Hands, of NG: church ö a 2 that they 
18 55 ht have Ale of "falling upon the 
efuits," WhO Hat tragedies ee b Per⸗ 
formed by (heir ſtudents, iniagihing theſe” ex 
ereiſes to be among the firſt re 3 in a good 
education. It is even alle hat the Jin 
were ſo intimidated, that they left off theſe enter-, 
- rainments: ſome time beſyre the ſociety, were abo- 
liſhed in France: 
Lou have undoubtedly heard. from the learned, 
who come to viſit Tow that the contrary. hap- 
pened amon aer eeks and Romans, our maſ- 
5 1 "Phe niz eſtined fot tlic ſupport of 
Bins bf Allen was held facred. Ir Was r 
en. allowed 10 be t 3 "che Fol I 
reate 'of , 


more 


* 


e and in the 


3 


x 8 
8 „ ee waſte by"t 


ﬀl ie Mikes hundred and ninetieth year oe os t 
time of its foundation; and it was. . o 
eaſe the Gods by the moſt fcred ceremo 1 
What did the Senate do? They e gave BE 
ieee to be played, and t 5 zue Cealed, 
he Fe Phyſician ' Fill not be ſurpriſed? at thi 
0. hat reaſonable 8 
len th; 


"Viorrunately'we neither tele the Greeks 
O! the ancient Romans. It is true chat there 122 

y agree 1 nen in France; but there 
Bhs EW h, oe do not look uf | 


, ' 3 ” - & 7 2 
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2 f fp pecific if they” were attacked by the plague. 
For, my part I de aſs * life in hearing you, 
2 may the plagu Foak I own that the 
e wich divide t. the wits on the ſub- 
of your profeſſion, are without number; but 

7 know that without a difference in opinions, 
 conve:ſation could not be kept up. But there is 
no difference of opinion among thoſe who live 
. with you; 725 | all. concur in the ſentiments of 
eſteem and f 40 fell th wc Eb aa 5 


r 122 117 637: on of, 33 = 111212 
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* Aue 15 the Abbe Berti, . v etona. * 
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555 1 141 1 pre. 8 
ee. Your. NEO; | but Engli ſh 
liberty as. been ſo much my delight, 
9 5 d to go to yout country to fer 
quiſition, at leaſt not bek; 

Le t. And as there is no appear 

ever 21 a General 117 an 8 or 


«++ es 


12 Fs have one 
freedom, than . Ges of marble, 1 do 
hot * what kind 10 you will ſpeak to ** 
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pe Balao; but 1 much love that 
Which 505 bel o Toi e „„ 
tha A 1 have attain — ach 7 2 
am > ele... The. has pit | 

F tall receive with 4 7 . ac 
| e get he "ink mation which you are ſo 

20 e me, upon. the ſubjeR., of che 

1 A «AMY & s. 4 1 8 e 

uirec | ed 
00 Pa a ip and. 155 wed a 
01 Ker; e even in that monſters: there 
are fifty, verſe BY for .to; the age in which he 
lived, 1 0 Which love. better than all ; and ic 
a wo Senettt, which ſpring 

b N ee a day in Italy, — len 
Otranto. | Hara - 
_ Algarotti 7 Wh. Lepidus, "has abandoned th the 


triumvirate-: at bottom. he thinks. ag 
do of 5805. It 13 ah hot 1 2 think t 


4 man dare not Ds his mind even Wo trifles 


. Fe) * % Bog Top klow po | 


244. ot ae who want, * 
tr Popes,' but e x onde "ra 


. 


love th | f Ian toy ve durnod 
Tow 17 1355 we! 1 55 whoſe, genius and 


eaſe, Ml Sep abr 


te at Par 
a Tete ant . 
mme Qty, 


and (OF 8 5 n : 
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erime. This poor wretch may well talk. D 
may get admittance into the libraries of the. 
rious, but he Will never be read. I have alwa 
e ſtolen from me, but n ve 
dane of Dante. A 


n im füch 82 0 ay. They w 
rk of e 
unge aſſemblatze in hell Of Dante; Fig 
8 Peter, and the Madona Heatriee. an 
2 to be found even in this eighteench 66 
tury, 2 endeavour to admire fach wild + 
3 r eee wn who 51 T 
Pidity to let m up in og ition to the 
maſteriy wors of genius, om, and elogue: 
chat we "wes in our N ne 


n 4 
Sn Q's 139 Bain 2 its Arat JON Yu, + TIES „ 
e 1 J * F. i 
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honour. to 175 

| oy neon * the trouble of. Me 

ſyering, but moſt aſfuredly yours are not of that 

kind; what you write breathes the ſoundeſt meta: 

phyſicks; and” thews that if you have taken no- 
ing from books, that you” are! ory capable of | 

2 an 3 one yo 


„ 4 


de! = 851 y hoc 
i fac an 1 chitnera, ” 11 We 5 will 


Lo Sing ner words, Me wilt be evident, chat 
whatever exiſts,” or is "ſelf-created, is neceffary ; 

for if it was not! Weceffar oh Weld be Uſelels. 
The reſpeRable, ſeX"pfftvic# thought 1o ; and, 
whats very ing Kar, "this t ch di be 51 in 


3 fate! it: 2 852 SY | Wel P: 1225 | 


. "There exiſts. 4 Gimethiiy + Which 10 eter- 
nal, as is det ated,” oth 2 1885 5500 hay; © 
a effect wien sor 4 cauſe.” Thus A the ancients,, 
Fes 15h a Angle exception, Velleved matter to be 


$54 +. 74 


5 is hot the ſame of immenſity, nor of 47 * 
power, I cannot ſee eſſity o 
2 filled; and I do 5510 biekend 4 
reaſoning bf Clarke, who 22 that whatever necęſſi. 
rily exiſts in ont om (Fa 4 neceſarily* 10 c, tu 
every place. ink 'fo ery good objeckions 
have been 9 to this, — his anſwers are ex- 
oo weak. Wherefore i 1s it, impoſſible, that 
es hould de ee determined quantity 
5 beings? Ican much Lites conceive a bound d. 
nitore, than an infinite nature. 8 
on this ——5 I can only have bas nie 
RY can only ſübmit to the oy nee | 
univerſal agreement in every th ing 97 3 
ofs Hürth, Ff rceive 4 defi ; i fign ſhews jy 
thatthere 11 7 be a firſt cauſe; 15 ou 
undoubtedly very powerful; 1 1 1 5 15 
ſophy does not teach me he 1355 
artiſt is infinitely powerful, 1 7 
high propes ro ine chat, wo 0 4% 2 
architect; but reaſon alon e tot RT 4 
"that this chte! Cult dan 4 Hour teh 


* 
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ſand le es high, Perhaps his did. | 

5 gg of his by) bülldug one morę than 8 on ” 
high. My reaſon alone does. not tell me, tha 

the immenſity of. 071 red but. 15 9 


and af. a man was to al N at ther e Was a great, : 


* 
_— * * 4 


many ſimilar Pe itects, 0 not ſee how I culd | 
cor wince him 0 the. 9 0 e on bb” 
e f ol an whe and de 

5 5 ta . . 


2 


Fo Sir, is the „ humble = 4 yours, f 1 


1 wo CCC 


15 ir "LET TE. * W. erat? mi 
Karyn rode e 2 „„ ani ps | 
7 5 8 er retended. Letters oe Pope, Ganganelli- 


> old boob caſts Yedda 1 elm 
- £5 +57 ne zl ban ill 20 May, 776. 
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tion was of fuck i importance; nor of his enemies, 
againſt whom he had ſuch meaſures to take; nor of 
2 oteſtants of the kingdom, againſt whom 
that ſame King had carried on ſo ſevere a war; nor 
of his e nor of his negotiations; nor of his 
Senerals; nor of his Ambafſadors'? It would be 
madneſs and folly to believe that this rhapſody was 
written by a Miniſter of State. 
The moſt iſl-conceivet frauds are diſcoverible = 
in every page; however, the name of Cardinal 
Rice impoſed for 4 time; and even ſome of 
the beaux-eſprits, like oracles, praiſed the horrid 
errors with which the book ſwarms : and thus 
every error is propagated from one end of the 
world to the other, unlefs ſome worthy ſou? has 
courage enough to ſtop its career. = 
Since that time we have had the teflaments of 
the Duke off Lorrain, Colbert, Louvois, Albe- 
roni, Marechal Belliſle, and Mandrin. Among fo 
heroes I dare not rank myſelf ; but you 
know that Counſellor Marchand has made my 
teſtament, in which he has had the diſcretion not 
eyen to include a legacy for himſelf. . 
Tou have ſeen the letters of Ninon de I Enelbs, 
the Queen of Sweden, Madame Pom adour, 
Mademoiſelle de Tron to her lover, the Reverend 
Father de la Chaize; confeſſor to Louis XIV; and 
now come the Letters of Pope Ganganelli. They 
are in French, though he never wrote in that 
language. Ganganelfi muſt have received in- 
cognito the gift of languages in the courſe. of his 
ne. Theſe letters are entirely in the French 
taſte. The turn of the expreſſions, the thoughts; 


the words, the ſtyle is entirely French. They are 


. in France; the editor is a Frenchman, - 
near Tours, why has aſſumed a name begin- 


ning 
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ning with an J. and has already publiſhed a * 
der of French works under fei ned names. 
If this editor had tranſlated” genuine weten of 
Pope Clement XIV into French, he would have 
depoſited the originals in fore public Ubtai 
e have a right to ſay ts him what was fortfibt 
faid to the Abbe: Nodor, * Shew us your mau 
ſcript of Petronius; which was found at Be 
_ or conſent that*nobody mr W 0A vol It is as 
falſe that you have the gen rt For. Perronius 
in your hands; as it is' A it that ancient fatire 
Was the work of 4 Conſul; Sk a Picture of 'Nerd's 
conduct. "Deſt from attempting to deceive the 
learned, you will only deceive thi Vülgar “ 
Wen the 9 9 4 f the Scotchwömart Was 
publ iſhed in the nahe "sf Guiltauſte Vade, 46k 
of n Carre, 54 owe 1 fa the 
ave the an a a of) A lads Ames are 
not yet cold, there ſhould be no room left for ff 
picion; che letters with Ganganelli's ſubſcription 
| "be produced, in the ſacred college, And de- 
Pollted in the library of the Vatican, with the ak- 
Leſtations of an who know his writing; otherwiſe 
it Will de ſaid: 057 5 5 'that a man Has 
dared to talte the name of l pete { ſell 'E a book. 
E 
As for my part, if T were to ſee the letters 
ſupp by atteſtations, I would no more believe 
dem to be the letters of Ganganelli, 1, than 1 ſhould 
believe the letters of Pilate to 295 Were feal ly 
written b) Pilate. HI an 
Ys, od why am IF inered big At theſe the 
dots? J is becauſe I Have read hem 1; becatiſe Tee 
t h&:countetfeit in. eyery page. Tas ſufficiently 
8 ee a Aarotti to know 5 
derer e n feu e with the 
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Friar Ganganelli, nor with the Counſellor Ga 

nelli, nor with the Cardinal Ganganelli, nor with 
the Pope Ganganelli. The little advice given in 
a friendly manner to Algarotti and me, were 
never Ko by that 8 d Monk, WhO became A 


bo It is "Pp. oftible that Ganganelli could have 
written to Mr. Stuart, a Scotchman; my dear Sir, I 
am ſincerely attached to the Engliſh nation. I baue an 
exceſſive love for your great poets.” we 
What would you ſay of an Italian 1 YER 
to 4 Scotchman;''that' he has an exceſſive love for 
Engliſh verſe, and yet rn wot; underſtand one 
0 of Engliſn ? D 
The Editor goes Ki father, | — * 1 his 
learned Ganganelli fay, I. ſometimes make nocturnal 
vifits to Newton, and at a tims ben all natureſleeps, 
I wake to read and admire him. Mo one like him 
ever united ſimplicity with ſcience. His een and 
| n were 4 to pride.” - 

You ſee how the Editor puts himſelf. in «the 
pw of his Pope, and what ſtrange praiſe he 
beſtows upon Newton. He pretends to have read 
him, and ſpeaks of him as of a learned Benedic- 
tine, well verſed in hiſtory, and who is, notwith- 
ftanding, very modeſt. A very pretty panegyric 
on the greateſt mathematician that has ever been: 
a man who has diſſected the . Tie | 
In that ſame letter he takes 5. Biſhop of 
Cloyne, for one of thoſe who have written againſt 
the Chriſtian religion, and ranks him with — 
and Bayle. He does not know that Berkley was 
one of the moſt able writers who has — 9 
Chriſtian religion. He does not know that 
Spinoſa has never once mentioned it, and that 


Bayle has not written un e ſo re · 


WE, KOD SF! 1 


The 


* 
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The Editor, in a letter to an Abbe Lami, makes 
tis. pretended. Ganganelli ſay, - that: according to 
Dani; the ſoul. is the greateſt. miracle in ibe world, 
A Pope or a Franciſcan Friar may cite Dantẽ with 
all his might, to ſhew himſelf a man of letters ; 
but there is not a ſingle verſe in that ſtrange 
2 Dante, which 75 what is here aſcribed: to 

im. _ 

Im another letter to a Wente dd Ganganelli 
2 himſelf in refuting Locke; that is to ſay, 
Mr. Editor, much ſuperior to Locke, does him- 
of = dere a N 4 him under the * 

A Opt i 

I l letter to Ciadina Quirini; the Editor e ex- 
preſſes himſelf in the following manner: Mur 
Eminency, who loves the French, has certainly loo teu 


with a forgiving.eye_ upon their. prettineſs, though it 
might have offended the ſuperior taſte of the ancient 


manners. There is no evil but may be found col- 
leftively in all ages; there are ſparks and flames, 
lillies and blue-bottles,” rains and dews, Jars and 
. mtteors, rivers and riuvulets, which" is a perfect pic 
ture of nature; and to judge of ibe world 1 of 
times, you | muſt, unite the di ferent WA, 5 make 
out one piece of | the whote. '' | 

Do you» in good faith believe that ah Pope 
wrote this farrago in French againſt the French? 

Is it not pleaſant in the hundred and eleventh 
letter of Ganganelli, newly become Cardinal, he 
ſays, Me are; not Cardinals to impoſe upon the 
— y haughtineſs, but to be the pillars of the 
Holy See. Our rant, our babits, our functions, all 


remind us, that, even to the effuſion of our blood, u 


ought to employ all our power for the afſtance of re- 
gion, according to the wilt of | God and the evi. 
gencies of the Church. M ben T' ſee Cardinal de 
Ti ournon on fying to the Ws of the world to _ 
IE". 1 2 be 


Dr 2 — 
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the: truth to be preached there in its purity, I find 
myſelf inflamed with the noble examples and am dif = 


Poſed to-undertake every thing in the ſame cauſe. 
Would not you imagine from this paſſage, that 
2 Cardinal de Tournon had forſaken the pleaſures 
of Rome in the year 1706, to go and preach to 
the Emperor of China, and to ſuffer martyrdom? 
But the real fact is, a Savoyard Prieſt of the name 
of Maillard, who was educated at Rome in the 
college of the Propaganda, was ſent by Pope Cle- 
ment XI. to China in the year 1706, to give an 
account to the congregation of the Propaganda, 
of a diſpute between the Jacobins and the 99 
about the meaning of two words in the. Chineſe 
language. Maillard took the name of Tournon, 
ance eh ſoon was appointed Apoſtolical Vicar in 
China. He was no ſooner Apoſtle Vicar, than he 
took it into his head that he underſtood the Chi- 
neſe language better than the Emperor Camhy. 
He ſent word to Pope Clement XI. that the Em- 
peror and the Jeſuits: were Heretics, . The Em- 
5 8 was ſatisfied with ſending him to priſon, 

ut it is ſaid that the Jeſuits had him poiſoned: 
but before — had operated, it is 2 that 
he had the cre t to procure a cap from the Pope. 
n ſcarcely knew what was meant by the 

cap, but Maillard died when the cap arrived : and 

this is the faithful hiſtory of that conceit. The 

Editor — ae Was {0+ nn as Uh ; 
know not bbc + 

Laſtly, 2 who batrows ths name of. Pope 

| Ganganelli, puſhes his zeal fo far as to make him 
ſay in his fifty-eighth letter to a Magiſtrate: of the 
Republic of St. Marino, I will not ſend you the 
book you want to fee; it is an ill-formed. pro- 
duction, badly tranſlated from the French, and 
abounds 3 n rr ſound 


octrine. 
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doctrine. It. ſpeaks, nevertheleſs, of humanity; 

for nowra- days ras, is the plauſible phraſe which 
is ſubſtituted in the room of charity, becauſe hu- 
manity is but a Pagan virtue, and charity is 

a Chriſtian one. The modern philoſophy — 
have nothing to do with what relates to Chris- 
tianity.” 

You will attentively obſerve, that if o our Pope 

dreads the word humanity, his moſt 


Majeſty, boldly makes uſe of it in his edift © * . | 


12th. ef April, 1776, in which he offers medi- 
eines to be diſtributed, gratis, to all the ſick 
in his kingdom. The edict. begins thus; Hit 
Majeſty;s will is n for the yok ef buma- 
ys. &c. i 1008 348 3 4 edi ghs hs | 

Mr. Editor may | inhuman. as muc — = 
| pleaſes. upon paper, but he will pleaſe to allow 
that our Kings and Miniſters. may be humane. 
It is plain — he is ſtrangely miſtaken, but it as 
the ; caſe with all theſe gentlemen. who publiſh 
their productions in Nee names. Ie” is the 
rock upon which all the Teſtament- makers have 
ſplit; it is by this chiefly that Boiſguilbert is 
known, who dared to print his Rqyal auth under 
the name of the Marechal de Vauban. Such were 
the authors of the Memoirs of Wanne Moni 

de Pontis, and many morGme 
I believe the pretended Gang ganelli is wes 
He made himſelf Pope, but tis I.that have de- 
——— — if he wal eee me for i ts | 
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4 ri is true, Sir, that the is no wor hams in 
Sending letters to Pope Ganganelli and Queen 
Chriſtina of Sweden, which neither the one nor 
the other did write. It is a long time ſince guorks 
began to (deceive the world for money. The 
world ſhould be pretty well acquainted with it, 
fince that grave hiſtorian, Flavius Joſephus, hath 
Per that a beautiful = woe of the ſon of 
Seth, who was the grandſon Adam, upon 
aſtrology, was to be ſeen in his time: that one 
pe the book was engraved: upon a pillar of 

ne, won wm 2 _ the Wen ow were 
to be deſtroyed by a deluge; another 
upon a pillar of brick, _ reſiſt fire, — 
_mg deere ſhould. deſtroy the world. 

o writing can give an earlier date to falſities. 
Fthink i 1 was pr Abbe Tilladet who faid, A. foo 
as any thing is printed, tho you: baue not read it, 
lay a wager it is not true; OC" ere 
and it will make my fort. 

What would you have us think of the” i innu- 
merable bels and court ſatires which have 
amuſed and plagued France from the time of the 
League to the Fronde; and from the Fronde down 
to our days. It is ſtill worſe with our neighbours; 
for a hundred years paſt, one half of Englind-las: 
been writing againſt the other. 

A Methuſalem who would paſs his whole life in 
reading, could not have time to glance over a 
. SOR part of theſe ſtupid ede 

ey 
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They all fall i into contempt, but not into oblivion. 
You will find curiòus people, who collect heaps 
of this old rubbiſh, and believe they have monu- 
ments of hiſtory, as we ſee others, who formin 
cabinets of butterflies and catterpullars, . think 
themſelves Phnys. | 
What facts can we get information of in the 
hiſtory of this world? Great public events which 
nobody ever \ doubted. - Cæſar was conqueror at 
Pharſalia, and was afterwards ſtabbed in the Se- 
nate. Mahomet II, took Conſtantinople. One 
half of the citizens of Paris maſſacred the other on 
the night of St. Bartholomew. There is no doubt - 
ing theſe things ; but who can penetrate throꝰ the 
Jetail of them? The prevailing colour may be ſeem: 
at a diſtance, but the aces CUI (es. 


our notice. „ 4 
Would you belere every eg Shen Tacitus 
| tons becauſe his ſtyle — and captivates you? 


But becauſe one can eaſe, it does not neceſlarily: 
follow that he muſt a — have ſpoken the truth; 
Tou are alittle miſchievous; and you chuſe an au- 
thor who is more wicked than you are. It was 
very well in Tacitus to tell us at the beginning of 
his hiſtory, that flattery and ſatire ſhould be both 
avoided; and that he neither loves nor hates the 
Emperors he ſpeaks. of. I would anſwer, you do 
hate got ig becauſe you was born 4a Roman and 
they were Sovereigns; you would have mankind 
hate them even in their moſt indifferent actions. 
I do not pretend to juſtify Domitian to you or 
any one; but Why do you ſeem to make it a crime 


in that Emperor, the ſendin ng frequent meſſengers} | 


to be informed of the ſtate of health of your father 
in law, Agricola, during his laſt inen Whete- 
fore does this proof of friendſhip, or at leaſt of at- 


tion, appear to you to proceed from a ſecret 
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deſire. of rejoicing as ſoon a5: po ole at the death 
of” Agricola? 'F- could omg the dreadful 
which you have urn of Tiberius, and 

the horrid deeds which you aſcribe to him, the 
praiſes beſtowed upon him by the Jew Philon, who 
was a ſtill ee enemy to the Roman Emp 
than you. I could, even while I abhor Nero as 2 
10 much as you can do, puaale you about the ſcheme 
which was a. long time proſecuted, for killing his 
mother Agrippina, and eſpecially about the veſſel 
which was invented for the purpoſe of drowning 
her; I would ſhew you my reaſons for doubting 
of Agrippina's endeavouring to engage her ſon in 
hy _ inceſt at the very time that Nero was preparing to 
aſſaſſinate her; But I am not bold enough to 
WW. crimes- of Nero, nr againſt 
acitus. n 
It is; dor me, Sir; do ay, chat if there 
1 fo much reaſon for doubting | in the hiſtories of 
the-firſt of the Roman Emperors, written by ib 
' many of their illuſtrious cotemporaties, there is 
till much reaſon for doubting what has 
been written by iNiterate barbarians about people 
ſtill more barbarous andignorantthan themſelves. 
Teil me how it comes About. that che Aſiatic 
balderdaſh upon aſtrology, alch the medecine 
of body. and foul,” Ras — che world and 
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gave * 6 8 8 1 5 that e contemy 
* Sreadfal © cabal which broke out againff him. 
You. remember a hackney coachman of the name 
of Gillert, who headed. this gang, with an old 
clerk of an attorney called Abriot, who was at 
time in a ſalixation. They led the populace like 
'Houtids, and ſeduced the minds of e multitude. 
The coachman Gilbert had ſeen his intimate friend 
Liegard Dujonquay, who could neither read nor 
write, admitted a Doctor of Laws, livin 
unfur iſhed barn, and ready to purchaſe ple 


An 


of, 2 Counſellor, of the Parliament. He 
| bim in his barn, counting a hundred thouſan 
Crowns in gold; he had” aſſiſted the Doctor 
Laws to BAC this money in order, and then to put 
it in bags. He had ſeen; this young magiſtrate 
carry "50h hundred thouſand crowns, at thirteen. 
different; journies on foot ta the Count de Moran- 
and loaded with Sold, run che ſpace of fix 
es in threę hours, 
The attorney's clerk, his body full of mercury, 


ments, eſcaped from his ſurgean at the riſk of his 
life, to ſee this; worthy courſe of the Ode 
games, in company 8 Gilbert. 
All the blackguards and all the attorneys clerks. 
joined the reſt of the madmen, and called God to 
ritneſs in favour. of Dujonquay: next to God 
they called the coachman, and the poxed clerk of 
E attorney. It was ſaid that theſe two witneſſes 
could neither be deceived themſelves, nor deceive. 
others. They had ſeen, and gave evidence ac- 
cording to conſcience, The cauſe of the magiſ- 
trate Dujonquay-was ſo juſt, his right fo clear, 
that an uſurer called Aucour. purchaſed the action 
and carried i it on in his name, as an old cloaths- 
man would buy 2 —_ ſuit to ſell „ 8 : 


covered from head to foot with ulcers and oint- > 


* 
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In vain did Mr. de Sartines, who was 7 | 
General of the Pe ia, . 5 4 Judge in 
eriminaF matters, begin Fry 5 175 to check the 
Abſtyrck and criminal deb Honquay and 1 
ion Hces; when the Ne; ut Wie they 
were futbs'd feen innocent. They whoſtir- 
red uf pthems written nrheirmemotials Is, that 
che oi minandrhents of God Wee g f ho weight with 
el d Marechals; ;thatevery man Snack Tip — 
grew A Khave, 2d ky there Was no 
rhs, With hackfey coachmen, Pp #7 
e whowere a 2 with th at Hh F i 


ick Hon 8 5 d s eh 3 | 
rhe voice of th ea; is the of 192 
„that the fuit 


is v6ice as 5 nd 1 
Wis ichfficdliatel derte a 1 to the 
UNA 67 Re e Tot in, 10 175 ed in 
He! Cinſtance.” Thi is pet ount 
de Morangies 1 in fil on, "conc 0 1 5 to reſtore 
d hundred thouſan f crowns which he I never 
have received, and adj udget three thouſand * 
hündred livres to "che i enero coachmah,”: a8 
reward for his hone 17 10 v dere ue 
The Parliament had ben ado o repair "the 
horror and Tidicule df this ſentence. Tt 740 
accuſed the Parliament of being a Kabel. Coun- 
ſellors continued to write cafes,” declaring that the 
Field Marechal Had "bribed" the Parliament, tlie 
Chatelet, and the Police. One of the tefendery | 
of Gilbert the coachman declared in his memo- 
rial, that the preſence” of the honeſt coacht — 
made the Judge who'examined him tremble,” 
that he was another Cato, whom the ſatellites of 5 
tyrant were dra ragging | Arie en? 
7 r laſt, Sir, I heard from Paris that its Gin 
ng! this C ens 5 I've 1 an --j 
ing frequently eſcaped the 12 catched in 
n e ; 5 a flagrant 
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ern 
Wil laye, him Kon ent, buy, 

oF, that 6; en a e raſcal gets to, be. 
leader of the mob, the conſequences are not alg 

ways brought ty. Ge end by the death of. pl 
jul 


A Is engugh to 
52 


al... Fa 
e 19 } 
has prot 4 10 clot of. 5 allows. . Galbertw 


ria, Cie | 


dene 4, þ A wes 
bs 5 55 5 N ui f . N 


at Paris /putes. as 
put. 98, 7 1e. Of the 
royal chapels his; poc Gs one W by. mi | 


Wt. he was q be executed, one, of :h 
mg, Ling: true 10 v5 Pens. gr on : 
to the e, ſee here, how they behave t 


Sale his ſingle word occaſioned a ſet 1275 | 
1 cannot vouch. for this bi +-;for, of, a thouſand 
hay I — Lean ſcarce be 5 elleve 45 . 
If you afk me how it happened, in an age ſo 
ae, that”: Wen pets of the public were. 
ſo wicked and fooliſh as ta ſupport the deſpicable 
cauſe” of thoſe- raggarnu fins who accuſed the 
Count de Morangies ? I will anſwer you, that in 
theſe days we ſee no more A. theſe Fain ro- 
ings; Which were like fields of | butchery — 
as ch When the Tempfars 3 Were. . to be 

barnt alle as a oftates, ; after havin four t three. | 
ſcore 3 years! "for the fal th "a ſuch. as t hat of a Prince 

of Armag EnAc, who blood was, ſp 4 Arp by. 
drap- « on the Hence of . his child; dren, by. the execu-, 
rider” of Louis XI; of that of the "Count de 
Montecveuli, who was quartered in the time of 
K k2 Francis 


/ 
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F rancis I becauſe the Dauphin had drank i impru- 
ently of ice; or of the Counſellor. dy Bourg, 
o was hanged for having recommended tolera- 
tion; or of one Ramus, whoſe bloody carcaſe was. 
dragged to the gates of all the colleges, to te 
the a honouable, to the quidehties of Ariſ- 
totle; or of a Marechal de Marillac, who was car- 
ried to the place of execution in afledge, becauſe 
his brother had difpleaſed the Miniſter, &c, &c. 
Sc. It muſt be owned, that within theſe few 

we haye ſeen ſome cruel; abſurd, and exe- 
crable examples, but they are not ſo common as 
they were formerly. France and all Europe have. 
witneſſed them with horror. Our anceſtors for a 
dozen ages looked with eyes of indifference upon 
an uninterrupted train of public abominations: 
but nowa- days the voice of wiſdom ſeems to have 
checked its courſe. But who knows if the voice. 
of ae juſt and wiſe, which are the ſame, will be 

e to e the e 2 5 SIS. 
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971962 nee” 
e vl Ferne. 6.5 une, 1 6, 
; 8 IR. | Mr Nr * 1 7 75 r ane. 
UR Welter of the 3 iſt of Mayr ir 
former taſte, and my former hof pes. 1 ines my 
nounced the honour "of reſtoring” heads 5 ale 
I had the modeſty to believe that I was not Ha og 
of-being a worker of miracles. \ However 1 per- , 
 fettly remember to have ſeen heads produced u pon 
one vgs which T had e Lit Tome 58 
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naturaliſts told me that I was aukward, and had 
only cut off the ſkins. of their faces, which ſoon. 
grew again; but ſince you aſſure me that you have 
cut off real heads, and that they are grown again, 
iv ripiglio la mia confidenza ; and I begin once more 
to think nature is capable of every ching. ws take 
What you tell me of animals that have been 
i long time dead and reſtored to life, is certainly a 
much greater miracle. You are believed to be 
the be obſerver; in Europe. All your, experiments. 
have been made with moſt. profound judgment. 
When ſuch a man as you has declared that he has 
raiſed the dead, he Ker be believed... 
T do not know what, the Corifera, and 5 7 ard. 
grado are, nor what name our naturaliſts give to 
theſe ſmall aquatic animals, which you certainly, 
kill by aloe them upon dry land, and after a 
_ conſiderable time reſtore them to life 'by phanging, 
them again into their natural element. 
After having made ſuch wonderful experiments, 
you condeſcend to aſk my opinion about the ſouls 
of the Cotifero and the Tardi grado. What be- 
comes of their ſouls? Are they immaterial ? Do 
they grow again? Or do they take another? 
7 am diſtreſſed, Sir, about every ſoul, and my 
own among the reſt, But T have been a great while 
aded of the immenſe and unknown power of , . 
the author of nature. I have always believed that 
he can beſtow the faculty of having ſentiments, 
ideas, and memory, upon whatever beings he thinks 
proper ; that he can take away theſe faculties and 
reſtore them again ; and that we have often taken 
for a ſubſtance what in fact was only a faculty of 
that ſubſtance. Attraction and gravitation are 
qualities; they are faculties. There is both in the 
animal and vegetable kingdoms a thouſand ſimilar 
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- whoſe energy w we ate ſenſtble of, büt we 7e 
Tut rettiain för- ever "igndraft 'of the calle; 15 
the Corttro and Tufdi grado, after being dead 


and rotten, reſüme their motions, their ſen ations, 


etigender, ent and digeſt, we can ng morekhow - 
how nature has ele 10 wo ee ow 
e ſhe firſt ſtowed them, fer the | 
onè is not mort intothpi 9 Ye an the other. 
5 Inu be curious to know the reaſons, "why 
he gear" Being, who is the alithor of” all, who, 
eyed uo tte, aße Top 7 fe of 1 ity hah granted 
cul returning to li Only to t e Cotifero, 
and T, eds rad0.” The hals Squat be. nil 
lous ofthe” little #reſh* watet fiſh, FY 
If any brit hits à right to e this wyſt fo 
Sir; it is you. - It would be well to k Ra 1775 
iff theſes little 'afiimals that conte to life a 8 


» 


oftimes; de not" at laſt die in aeg and how 


fron 


many reſurrections they'can depefid u 

"It wits: probably from them that'the 1 fat-. 
merſy werte made ace uamnted. With the n lion 
Afﬀialida,” Petof 5 pölitus, Alceſtes, and F 
rithous.* It is 1 iy ther the ſecret ſhould' e To # 
1 belle te- * 90 obſerver, Bonnet, 273 i 


| matmtainis, t pg UHkfiſe again with, our upper, 


bit without: out lower extremities. wy here 48 s the. 
end of the end, Nc. b ; Sg 
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e You do'as th Miſlionariesdo hog to con- 
2 ple in far diſtant countries.” When ones 
they ave convinced a poor Indian of uten rr | 
ex nibilo, t e adually to all the other 
ſublime Avon with which he is oniſhed.” "You. 
are not ſatisfied with having inſtructed me in truths 
which have been long oon led; you would like= 
wife perſuade me that there were a people for- 
merly, but now loſt, who underſtood aſteonomy, 


and taught the ſurrounding nations before they left 


verted me. 


At firſt I was ſtruck with your enten wt | 
even plauſible conjecture, chat aſtronomy was firſt 
diſcovered in that climate where the longeit day is 
fixteen hours, and the ſhorteſt only eight: but my] 


the world. Tou have eee and almoſt con- 3 


3 
* 


partiality for the antient Brachmans, the maſters 


of Pythagoras, has a little withheld me. 
It is a jong time ſince I read Bernier. He has 
nejther your knowledge, ſagacity, nor ſtyle. He 


ſeems to me to — of the antient Indian philo- 


ſophy, as an Indian would ſpeak of ours if he had 
neyer converſed with any — our Under-graduates, 
inſtead of being informed by fuch men as you. 


Bernier, you 5 made a ſhort voyage to Benares; 


L allow i it; but ra did he converl > with the few 
Prep B 


= 
* ö 


1 1 | 


Brains whe,  pralerſiaad the. Shafts language? 
Tyvo of the Council of the Engliſh Eaſt- India Com- 
pany of Calcutta, a little way from Banares, aſ- 
Eimed me - ſome years 2. that the truly learned 
ramins almoſt never held any. — With 
eigners: : and Mr. le Gentil, who knows more 
E. the matter chan they do, owns that the ſmat- 
terers in the province next to Pondicherry, have 
the ſame contempt for us with which their enn 
honoured the Portugueſe. : 
F< a gon 5 — 5 cont ny Paris or Rome e, to 
bear a Profeſſar of the Propaganda; or ollege 
_ of Cholets, and was to judge of us by theſe ani- 
mals, would he not tale us: alt for fools and im- 
F Lr n Endo nc e 
| However, Sir, ie PR work! extraordinary 20. 
me, that a people who had certainly-ſtudied ma- 
l me ee Sp five thouſand years, ſhould ſink into 
that ſtupidity which Bernier and other trayellers: 
inputc'to them. How can we think that in the: 
lame town where geometry and aſtronomy were 
invented, they believe that the moon is fifty thou- 
fand leagues beyond the ſun? Such a contraſt: diſ- 
treſſes me; but the adventnre of Galileo and his. 
_ Judges diftreſſes me ſtill more, and I fay.to-myſetf. 
like Harlequin, I: ut monde e alto ane: and 
___ famiglia. mane n 0 Ving: 
I then — niet, that a nation may che, 
have been formerly well inſtructed, very induſ- 
trious, and moſt. reſpectable, and-yatagbeledajes: | 
very ignorant in many reſpects, and perhaps even 
contemptible, although they m may have — 
ſchools than they had formerly. If you was to 80 
no a days to the Sacred College, and. propoſe. to 
them to build a Quinguirem (a veſſel with five banks 
of oars) I' queſtion if you would be as well ſerved 
as in the time of Auguſtus. The Tartar govern- 
ment "my have ears as wonderful changes in 


India, 
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India, as the, two koys of St. Peter. boye, ape at 
1 


Imuſt make my ; compleat confeſſion to you. __ 
_ obſerved, that qur 3 in the Temperate Zone 
did not imagine formerly that the 5 was inha- 
bited beyond the fiſtieth degree of North latitude; * 
ag I relpedted aur Brachmans, who. were capable 
diſcovering that the longeſt day in ſummer was, 
double of the ſhorteſt day in winter, and 1 pardoned. 
the Greeks 17 having placed the greateſt darkneſs 
about the fiftieth de WE. | 
Laſtly, Sir, 1 5% in' a Kere manner beg 
your pardon, if the weakneſs of my organs is ſuch 
as not to admit of e th at aſtronomy was 
fipſt diſcovered, among the Uſbecks and the Cal- 
macks. I have for amoft foreſcore years inhabited 
a climate covered with ſnow and hoar froſt for ſix 
months in the year at leaſt; our ſummers ſeldom 
| 2 us fine days, and never clear nights. _ 
have had a moſt agreeable Tartar for a long time 
with me, who was ſent to me by the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, He tells that Mount Caucaſus is not more 
agreeable than Mount Jura; and I imagine that 
they cannot eaſily be tempted to obſerve the ſtars 
carefully who live under ſuch a cloudy ſky, eſpe- 
cially if they are not provided with every neceſſary, _ 
It is true that the Abbe Chappe obſerved the 
tranſit of Venus over the Sun at Tobolſky about 
the fifty-eighth degree, in the coldeſt country and 
molt cloudy ſky-: but he was provided with all 
the ſcience of Eetepef the beſt inſtruments, and a 
robuſt conſtitution. However, he did not long | 
ſurvive the fatigue. : 
I have been always convinced that aſtronomy 
muſt have had its origin in the country where they 
have the fineſt nights. The idea of our poor globe 
having been formerly 8 than it is at Rn. 
an 
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and that it gradually colder has made 
little impreſion up * me.. I have never read Mr. 
Mairan's central fire; and ſince we no longer be- 
lieve in Tartarus and Phlegethon, it appears to 
me that the central fire will gain no 42 degree 
of credit. 
The fable of the Phenix does not appear to me to 
have been invented by an inhabitant öf Mount 
7 But after all, Sir, your ſyſtem ſeems 
ſupported by ſuch amazin erudition, and 
put i: inary probability, that I will chearfully 
ſacrifice my doubts to your very great learning. 
I am not worthy of being admitted: into one of 
theſe. ancient heavens you ſpeak ſo well of, but I 
beg of you to * me a place in the forey-ninth. 


SRI 
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